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PREFACE: 


In one of the letters which bear the title 
of EDIFYING, though moh; of them fwarm 
with ridiculous errours, and all uiuft be 
confultcd with extreme diffidence, I met, 
fonic )cais ago, w'itli the tollowiiig paffiage; 
“ In the north of India tliere are many 
“ hooks, called Natac, wliich, as the Brah- 
“ mens alTc^t, contain a large portion of 
‘‘ ancient hiftoiy without any mixtuie of 
“ iahk and having an eager defirc to 
know tlic leal Bate of this empire before 
the conc|uell: of it by tlic Savages of the 
Noith, 1 was very felicitous, on my arri- 
val in Bengal, to procure accefs to thofc 
books, either by the help of tranflations, 
if they had been tranllatcd, or by learning 
the language in which they were originally 
compofed, and which I had yet a flrongcr 
inducement to learn fiom its connecfl'oa 
with the adminillratlon of juflice to the 
Hindus ; but when 1 was able to coiivcrfe 
with the Brahmens, they affiuied me that 
the Natacs were not hiftories, and abound- « 
cd with fables that they were extremely 
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popular works, and confifted of coriverfa- 
tions in profe and verfe, held before ancient 
Raj as in tlicir publick afTcmblics, on an in- 
finite variety of fiibjc^fs, and in various 
dialedls of India : this definition g.ivc inc 
no very dihiiufl idea; but I concluded that 
they \^erc dialogues on inoial or liUiaiy 
topicks , ivhilll: olhci Euio()eans, whom I 
conlulted, had undeiftood fiom tiu ntlives 
that they w^cie difcourfes on dancing, niii- 
(ick, oi jiottry. At Icngtii a veiy lenfihh' 
Bivihmcn, named Radh le uit, who had long 
Iki n attentiN e to I mglifh m uiiiei s, i emoved 
all my doubts, and ga\e me no kfs d light 
than furpide, hy telling me tlial oui nation 
had compofitions of the fame ioit, winch 
were [mbliekly upiclcnted at Caleiittiin 
the cold fcalon, and boie tlie nime, a-> he 
liad been infoimcd, (u pLi\ Rtlol\ing at 
my Icifuie to lead tlie of thvm, I afked 
which of tile 1 1 \atac^ w.s moll imiveilally 
clleciUed, and he aniwcied witiic>i'l lieftla- 
tion, w^acontala, fuppe i ting hi^ opinion, as 
ufual among the I audits, l)\ a couplet to 
this ethed. ‘‘ 1 he nag of bacoutala^ in 
“ which the fouith aifl, ctiid foui flan/as 
of that act, arc cmineutly biilhaiit, dif- 
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‘‘ plays all the rich exuberance of Cah- 
“ dafa’s genius.’’ I foon procured a cor- 
re6l copy of it , and, aflilled by my teacher 
Ramalochan, began with tranflatmg it ver- 
bally into Latin, which beats fo great a 
icfcinblancc to Sanfciit, that it is more 
convenient tlian any modern language for 
a fcrupulous intcrlineary vtifion 1 then 
turned it word for word into Englidi, and 
afterwards, without adding oi fupprelTing 
any mttcriil Icnteiicc, dilengaged it tiom 
the Ihdnefs of a foreign idiom, and pie- 
pirtd the fiithful tranflation of tlie Indian 
drama, vvhicli I nowpiefent to tlic Publick 
as a moll; pleaftng and autlientick pnSlure 
of old Hindu manneis, and one ot the 
gieitcft CLiiioiities th it the litei ituie of 
Aha his yet biought to light. 

Dramatiek poetry mull h ive been imme- 
morially ancient in the i ulian cmpiie the 
invc’Uioa ot it is comiroiily aicribed to 
Bheiet, a fagt believed to have been in- 
Ipiied, who invented alto a l\llem of mu- 
fitk 'which bears his name, but thio opi- 
nion ot its oiigin IS lendeied very doubtful 
bv the imiveifal belief, that the tiifl San- 
lent vcrle ever lieaid by moitals \^ as pro- 



via 


PREFACE 


nounced in a burft of refentment by the 
great Valmic, who flounfhed in the filver 
age of the woild, and was author of an 
Lpick Poem on the wai of his contempo- 
r^iy, Rama, king of AycKlhya , fo that no 
drama in veile could ha\c been repicfented 
before his time , and tiic Indi ms have a 
Wild holy, til It tire hilt ugiilai play, on 
the l.u K fuhjecd^ \vilii the Rama)^an, was 
compoled b\ U viuim t oi Pavan, who com- 
mand' d u 1 my e t S ityis oi lountainccrs 
in ]\ in i’ htion a«: imil: Lanea thev 

adi^ t' it 1 ' eng] wed it on a fmooth rock, 
w !) ng diiritj>ltd with ]ns 0010110- 

f't> n, !e luirhd into the ica , and that, 
n^ '» \ yc ns after, a learned pnnee oideied 
cxiv.it diveis to tike iinpiellioiis of the 
povin on wax, by which means the di nna 
w.iS PI gieat mciluie lelloied, ind my 
Pjiulit ifiuies me tliat he is in pollelhon oi 
It. B\ w]iomfoe\^i or in wliatevcr age 
this lpcciv.s of enteitaiiimeiit wa^ invented, 
it IS Vviy ceitun, th it it was earned to 
gieit peifecfioii in its kind, wlicnVicia- 
niad.tya, who reigned in the hrlf century 
befoie Chiilf, gave encouiagement to poets, 
philologers, and mathematicians, at a tune 
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when the Britons A\crc as iinlLtreicd w d 
tinpoliflied as the army of Hanumat mn^ 
men of genius, commonly called the nine 
gems, attended his couit, and were iplen- 
didly fupported by liis bounty, and C ihdas 
IS unanimoufly allowed to hi\e been the 
brightefl: of tliem — A modern epigram was 
latelv lepe ited to me, which does io much 
lionoui to the luthoi of Sicontili, tbit I 
cannot foibe 11 exhibiting i htei \1 veilion 
of it PoLfiy w IS llu fjoiltul diup'btci 
“ of Yalmie, and, bi\in been ediic ted 
“ by Vvdi, ibe ciieile C ilid is loi hci 
“ biidegioom iftt. r the m uinei of Vukib- 
‘‘ hi ihe w IS the ii. other of Amiia, Sun- 
“ dll, '' incdi i, ]3hanic , but now, old 
ind ekciepit, her be uity f ul( d, ind hei 
“ u idoiiied feet Hipping is ifie w ilks, in 
wliofe cott ige does ihe ehld un to tike 
“ Hicltei 

All the othei works of oui illuftrious 
poet, the Shakelpcare of Indii, that have 
vet come to my knowledg , arc a lecond 
play, in fiv( aiSls, entitled Uivisi, an he- 
roick poem, or rither a feiics of jioems in 
one book, on the Children of the Sun , 
anothei, with peifevSt unity of a6lion, on 
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tlie Birth of Cumara, god of war; two or 
tlircc love talcs in verfe ; and an excellent 
little work on Sanferit Mctic, precifely in 
tlic manner of Tercntianiis ; but he is be- 
lieved by fomc to have revifed the works of 
Valmic and Vyafa, and to have corre61ed 
the perfedf editions of them which are now 
current : this at leafl is admitted by all, 
that he hands next in re[)utation to thofe 
vener<d)le bards; and we muh regret, that 
lie has left only two Diamatick Poems, 
efpccially as the llories in his Ragljuvanfa 
would have fuppHed him with a number of 
excellent fubjedfs. — Some of his contem- 
poraries, and other Hindu poets even to 
our own times, have compofed fo many 
tragedies, comedies, faices, and mu heal 
pieces, that the Indian theatie would fill as 
many volumes as that of any nation in an- 
cient or modern Euio])c; all the Pandits 
alTert that tlieir plays are innumerable , 
and, on my hrll inquines concerning them, 

I had notice of more than thlity, which 
they confuler as the flower of their Niitacs, 
among which the Malignant Child, th^ 
Rape of Ullia, the Taming of Durvalas, 
the Seizure of the Lock, Mklati and Mad- 
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hava, with five oi fix iliamas on the adven- 
tures of tlieir incarnate gods the moll: 
admired after thole of Calidas. Tlu y aie 
all in veile, where tlie dialogue is elevated, 
and in piofc, whtic it is familiai • the mtn 
of lank and kainnig aie lepielented Ipcak- 
ing puie Sanlciit, and tlit women Piacrit, 
wliieli IS little moie thin the language of 
the ihahmens mclud down by a delicate 
aitieulition to the loftiulsof Itihan, while 
tlu low ]) lions of the diam<i Ipcak the 
videsi dialei^ds of tlu hvcial piovincts 
whicii tluv aie liijipofed to inh d>it. 

d he j)! ly of Saco.itali mull hive been 
veiv [lopeil 11 when it was f ill icpielentcd, 
foi tile fiuhin empiie was tlun in lull vi- 
goiii, ii^d the national vinity mull hue 
hv n hi2,hly flitteicd by the m ignihcent 
jin 1 o liidlion e)f thole kings and hcioes in 
whom the Hindus gloMed , the fceiiery 
inih have been Ijilendid and beiutiful, and 
tHie IS good italon to believe, that the 
couit at Avanti was ecjual m brilliancy 
tilling the 1 ign of Viei unaditya, to that 
of any monaich in any age oi count! y — 
Dulhmanta, the hero of the puce, appcirs 
in the chronological tables of the Biah- 
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mens among the Children of the Moon, 
and in tlie twenty-hrfl: generation after the 
flood , fo that, if \\c can at all rely on the 
chronology of the Hindus, he was nearly 
contempoi ary witli Ohed, or Jefle , and 
Puru, his mod; ctkbiatcd anceiloi, was the 
fifth in defeent fiom Budha, or Mercury, 
who married, they fay, a daugluci of the 
pious king, wliom Vilhnu jncleivcd in an 
ark from tlie univeilal deluge : his ekleil 
foil Bherct was the illiiiliious ])iogcnilor 
of Curu, fiom whom Pandu was lineally 
defccndecl, and in wliole iamily tlie Indian 
Apollo became incarnate , whenci the 
poem, next in fame to the Ramayan, is 
called Mahfibliarat. 

As to the machinery of the diama, it is 
taken from the fyllem of Mythology, \v liicli 
prevails to this day, and wliicli it would 
require a large volume to explain , but we 
cannot help lemarking tliat tlie deities in- 
troduced in the Fatal Ring are clearly alle- 
gorical peifonages. Maiichi, the hril pro- 
duv^ion of Brahma, or the Cieativc Power, 
fignihcs light, that fubtil fluid which w^as 
created before its refervoir, tlie Sun, as 
water was created before tlic fea ; C^fyapa, 
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the ofFspring of Manchi, fcems to be a 
pcrfoniPiCation of infinite fpacc, compre- 
licnding innumerable worlds ; a.ul his chil- 
dren by Aditi, or his a61ivc power, (unlefs 
Aditi mean tlic primeval diy, and Diti, his 
other wife, tlic night) aic Indra, or the 
vifible firmament, and the tvVelve Adityas, 
or Suns, pi^^j dmg over as many months. 

On thccli ira6reis and condiicl of the play 
I fliall offi.r no cilticifin; lucanfe I am con- 
vinc(d tliat tlic t.ii'les of men diflei as much 
as then f^ntimcnts and pajlions, and that, in 
feeling tlic beauties of ait, as in fmelling 
dowel , tailing flints, viewing piofpeiSls, 
and healing melody, every individual muft 
be guided by Ins own le illations and the iii- 
commumcablc a/lociat.ons of Ins own ideas. 
Tins only I may add, that if Sacoiitalu 
fliould ever be acled in Tiulia, where alone 
it could be ae'^fed w itli peifeift knowledge 
of Indian eheffes, mannets, and fccncry, 
the j)iece nil gilt call I y be i educed to five 
a6fs of a modciate length, by throwing the 
third a6I into the fecond, and tlic fixlli into 
the fiftli ; for it muft be confelfexl that the 
whole of Dufliinaiita’s convcifation with 
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his buffoon, and grcit pait of his conrtfhip 
m th( hermitage, might be omitted without 
any mjuiy to the drama. 

It lb my anxious wiili that others may 
take tlie pains to leatn Sanfcrit, and may 
be peifuadcd to tranflate the works of Cali- 
das 1 fliall hardly agnn employ my leilure 
IP a talk fo foreign to my ptofeffional 
(which aie, in truth, my favouiite) hudies, 
and hive no intention of tr inflating any 
othei book fiom any ianguigc, except the 
Law lia(5l of Menu, and the new Digefl 
of Indian and Arabian liws, but, to Ihow, 
that the Brahmens at le iJl do not think 
polite literature incompitible with jurif- 
ptudence, 1 c innot avoid mentioning, tliat 
the veneiable compiler of the Hindu Digefl, 
who IS now in the eighty-flxth year, has 
the whole play of bicontali by lie irt, as 
he proved when 1 lift conveiled with him, 
to my entiie convnftion left, however, 1 
ftiould heieaftei leem to have ch ingcd a 
relolution which 1 mean to keep inviolate, 
I think it proper to 1 ly, that I have already 
tianllated four or five other books, and 
am*ng them the Hitopadefa, which I un- 
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dertook, merely as an cxercife in Itnriunr 
Siiifcrt, three years before T knew thu 
Mr WilkiiiS, without whofe aid I Humid 
ne\cr hwc le >Mied it, h id any thought of 
giving the lana woik to the Publick 
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DuJh?naJtta, '^m^cxox of Tndh. 

Sacontaldy the Heroine of the Piece. 

Anujuyay ^ 1 Damftls attendant on her. 
Priynm<vaddy J 

Mddhaxyay the Emperor’s Buffoon. 

Gmiamiy an old female Hermit. 

Sauigma^ay Brahmens. 

SjL) acln.vatay J 

Cannay Foder-fath^r of ^acontala. 
Cumbhilacay a FinKUnin. 

MifuucAy aNjmpli. 

Mdtahy Charioteer of Indra, 

A htth Br y, 

Cafyafa, j rents of Imira. 

Adltly J 

Officers of State and Polite, Brahmens, Damfels, 
Hermits, Pupils, Chamberlains, W' aiders of the 
Palate, Mtlltngcrs, and Attendants. 



THE PROLOGUE* 


A Brahmen ^ronoimces the ^nediBion. 


AT ER was the firft work of the Creator; aJid 
Fire receives the oblations ordained by law; the 
Sacrifice is performed with folemnity ; the Two 
Lights of heaven diiHnguifti time ; the fubtil Ether, 
which is the \ elude of found, perxades the uni- 
verfe ; the Faith is the natural parent of all in- 
creafe; and by Air all things breathing are ani- 
mated; may TSA, the God of Nature, apparent 
in thefe eight forms, blefs and fuftain you 1 

ne Manager enteru 

Man, What occafion is there for a long fpeech ? 
— tG'Vja>ds the dr effing ioom '\ — When your 
decorations. Madam, arc completed, be pleafed to 
come forward. 


An Adrefs enters, 

Adu I attend. Sir. — What are your commands? 

Man, This, Madam, is the numerous and polite 
affembly of the famed Hero, our king Vicrama- 
ditya, the patron of every delightful art ; and be- 
fore this audience we mull do jufticc to a new 
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produdion of Calidk, a dramatick piece, entitled 
Sacontald, or, The Fatal Ring: it is requelted, 
therefore, that all will be attentive. 

Who, Sir, could be inattentive to an en- 
tertainment fo well intended ? 

Mmi, [Smiltng.'l I will fpeak. Madam, without 
referve.- — As far as an enlightened audience reeeu e 
pleafure from our theatrical talents, and exprefs It, 
fo far, and no farther, I fet a value on them ; but 
my own mind is difhdent of its powers, how 
ftrongly foever exerted. 

You judge rightly in meafuring 5 our own 
merit by the degree of pleafure which this aflembly 
may receive , but its value, I truft, will prefently 
appear. — Have you any farther commands ? 

Man» What better can you do, fince you are 
now on the ftage, than exhilarate the fouls, and 
gratify the fenfe, of our auditory with a fong? 

Shall I fing the defcription of a feafon ? 
and which of the feafons do )^ou chufc to hear dc- 
fenbed ? 

Ma^i, No finer feafon could be felcded than the 
fuinmer, which is aduall) btopn, and abounds 
\\ ith delights. How fwcet is the clofc of a fum- 
mer day, which invites our youth to bathe in pure 
ftreams, and induces gentle (lumber under the 
fliadcs refrelhed by fylvan brcc/cs, which have 
palled over the bloomings Patalis and llulen their 
fragrance I 



THE PROLOGUE. 


3 


A fin [Singing.] Mark how the' foft blolTomi 
“ of the Ndgacefar are lightly kiffed by the bees ! 
** Mark how the damfcls delicately place behind 
“ their ears the flowers of Siriflia!” 

Man. A charming ftrain! the whole company 
fparklcs, as it were, with admiration; and the 
mulical mode to which the words are adapted, has 
filled theii fouls with rapture. By what other per- 
formance can we enfure a continuance of their fa- 
vour ? 

Afln Oh! b) none better tlian by the Fatal 
Ring, which you ha\c juft announced. 

Man. How could I forget it ! In that moment I 
was lulled to diftra<flion by the melody of thy voice, 
which allured my heart, as the king Duflimanta is 
now allured by the fwift antelope. 

both go cut. 




SACONTALA; 

OR, 

THE FATAL RING. 

ACT L 

SCENE, a Forest. 

Dufhmanta, m a car, purfuwg an antelope ^ axnth a 
hoojti and quiver, attended bj his Charioteer. 

Char* {^Looking at the antelope^ and then at the kmg.^ 

When i caft my eye on that black antelope, 
and on thee, O king, with thy braced bow, I fee 
before me, as it were, the God Mahefa chafing a 
hart, with his bow, named pinaca, braced in hu 
left hand. 

Dujhtn* The fleet animal has given us a long 
chide. Oh! there he runs, with his neck b“nt 
gracefully, looking back, from time to time, at 
the Car which Mows him. Now, through fear of 
a defc^ading (haft, he contrails his forehand, and 
Intends his flexible haunches ; and now, Ikro^gh 
fatigue, h6 panfes to nibble the grafs in his path 
iviA hll hsdf opened^ See how he fprings 
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and bounds with long fteps, lightly Ikimming the 
ground, and rifing high in the air! And now fo 
rapid in his flight, that he is fcarcc difcernible! 

Char, The ground was uneven, and the horfes 
were checked in their courfe. He has taken ad- 
vantage of oui delay. It is level now, and we may 
cafily overtake him, 

Dujhm, Loofen the reins. 

Char, As the king commands. — \He duw the 
car firji at full fpeed^ and then gently, '\ — He could 
not efcape. The horfes were not even touched by 
the clouds of dull which t]>ey laiftd ; they toffed 
their manes, ereded their cars, and rather glided 
than galloped over the fraooth plam. 

Ditjhni, They foon outran the fwift antelope,—^ 
Objeds which, from their diftance, appeared mi- 
nute, prefently became Lirgei : what was really di-» 
vided, feemed united, as we palled ; and what wa^ 
in truth bent, feemed hraight. So fwift was the 
motion of the wheels, tliat nothing, for many mo- 
ments, w as cither diflant oi near, 

fixes an arrow m his hoswfirjng„ 

[Behind the Janes.’] He mull not be flain. Thi^ 
antelope, Q king, has an afylum in our foreft ; he 
mull not be flam. 

Char, \Ltfien\ng and looking,] Juft as the anima} 
prefenti a fair mark for your arrow, two hermiu 

advancing to interrupt ) our aim* 

Thco Hop the car. 
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Char, The king is obeyed* 

\^He dranvs tn the reins* 

Enter a Hermit and his Pupil, 

Uerm* \^jilaijing his hands. ^ SHy not, O mighty 
fovereign, flay not a poor fawn, who lias found a 
place of refuge. No, furely, no ; he mufl: not be 
hurt. An arrow in the delicate bod} of a deer 
would be like fire in a bale of cotton. Compared 
wdth thy keen fhafts, how weak muft be the tender 
hide of a young antelope ! Replace quickly, oh ! 
replace the arrow which thou haft aimed. The 
weapons of you kings and warriors are deftined for 
the relief of the opprefled, not for the deftrudion 
of the guiltlefs. 

Dujhm, \Saluting themJ\ It is replaced. 

[//< places the aiioix) tn his quiver* 

Herm, [With joj.'] Worthy is that adl of thee, 
moft illuftrious of monarchs ; worthy, indeed, of 
a prince defeended from Puru. Mayft thou have 
a fon adorned with virtues, a fovereign of the 
world I 

Pup* [Elevating both his hands, ^ Oh! by all 
means, may thy fon be adorned with every virtue, 
a fovereign of the world ! 

Dujhm* [Boviiing to them.~\ My hejid bears w’th 
yeverence the order of a Brahmen, 

Herm* Great king, we came hither to colle^^ 
wood for a folexxm facrihee; and tliis foreft, on fhe 
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banks of the Malinl, affords an afylum to the wild 
animals protedled by Sacontala, whom our holy 
preceptor Canna has received as a facred depofit. 
If you have no other avocation, enter yon grove, 
and let the rights of hofpitality be duly performed* 
Having feen with your own eyes the virtuous be- 
haviour of thofe whofe only wealth is their piety, 
but whofe worldly cares are now at an end, you 
will then exclaim, “ How many good fubjcdli are 
** defended by this arm, which the bowftring has 
made callous V* 

Dufim, Is the mafter of your family at home ? 
Herrn* Our preceptor is gone to Somatirt’ha, in 
hopes of deprecating fome calamity, with which 
deftiny threatens the irreproachable Sacontala ; and 
he has charged her, in his abfence, to receive all 
guefts with due honour. 

Dufim. Holy man, I will attend her; and fhe, 
having obferved my devotion, will report it favour- 
ably to the venerable fage. 

Both, Be it fo ; and we depart on our own bufi- 
nefs. he Hermit and his Pupil go out* 

Dujhm. Drive on the car. By vifiting the abode 
of holinefs, we fhall purify our fouls. 

Char, As the king (may his life be long!) com- 
mands. [i/(? drhjes on, 

Dujhm, \Lookittg on all Jtdes,'] That we are neat 
the dwelling-place of pious hermits, would clearly 
have appeared, even if it had not been 
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Char. By wl^at marks ? 

Dujhm, Do you not obferve them? See under 
yon trees the hallowed grains which have been fcat- 
tered on the ground, while the tender female par- 
rots were feeding their unfledged young in their 
pendent neft. Mark in other places the Ihining 
pieces of polifhed ftone which have bruifed the oily 
fruit of the facred Ingudi. Look at the young 
fawns, which, having acquired confidence in man, 
and accuftomed themfelves to the found of his 
voice, frifk at pleafure, without varying their 
courfe. Even the furface of the river is reddened 
with lines of confecrated bark, which float down 
its flream. Look again; the roots of yon trees 
are bathed in the waters of holy pools, which 
quiver as the breeze plays upon them ; and the 
glowing luftre of yon frefh leaves is obfcuicd, for 
a time, by fmoke that rifes from oblations of cla- 
rified butter. Sec too, where the young roes graze, 
without apprehenfion from our approach, on the 
lawn before yonder garden, where the tops of the 
facrificial grafs, cut for fome religious rite, are 
fprinkled around. 

Char, I now obferve all thofe marks of foma 
holy habitation. 

Dujhm, [Tutnwg ajide,'\ This awful fandlaary, 
my friend, muft not be violated. Here, therefore, 
ftop the car ; that 1 may defeend. 
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Char, 1 hold in the reins. The king may dc- 
fcend at his pleafure. 

Da/hm, \Hanjihg defccyided^ and looking at his o*wn 
dtrfs,^ Groves devoted to religion mult be entered 
in humbler habiliments. Take thefe regal orna- 
ments , — [// c Chrrioteer receives them] — and, whilft 
I am obferving thofe who inhabit this retreat, let 
the horfes be watered and drefied. 

Char, Be it as )ou dired! [He goes out, 

Dujhm, [Walking round and looking,] Now then 
I entei the landuaiy. — [Ht enhrs the grovi ,] — Ohl 
this place muft be holy, my right arm throbs.— 
[Paujing and confidtraig ,] — What new acquifition 
does this omen promife in a fequeftcred grove? 
But the gates of predefined events are in all places 
open. 

[Behind the fanes,] Come hither, beloved com- 
panions; Oh! come hithei. 

Dujhm, [Lijiening,] Halil I hear female voices 
to the right of yon arbour. I am refolved to know 
who are converfing. — [Ih ^walks lound and looks, ]-^ 
There are fome damfds, I fee, belonging to the 
hermit’s family who carry water-pots of different 
hzes proportioned to their ftrength, and are going 
to water the delicate planto. Oh! how charmingly 
they look! If the beauty of maids who dwell in 
woodland retreats cannot eafily be found in the 
recedes of a palace, the garden flowers muft make 
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room for the bloflfoms of the foreft, which excel 
them in colour and fragrance, 

\^He Jiands gfizitig at thnn^ 

Eafet Sacontala, Anufu)a, ^7//^ Pnyam\ ada. 

Antu O my Sacontala, it is in thy focicty that 
the trees of our father Canna fcem to me delight- 
ful; it well becomes thee, who art foit as the frefh- 
bloun Mallica, to fill with vvatci the canals which 
have been dug round thefe tender flirubs. 

Sai^ It is not only in obedience to our father 
that I thus employ m\ felf, though that ucre a fuf- 
ficient motive, but I leall) feel the affedion of a 
filler for thefe ^oung plants. [fP at ung thtm. 

Fn, My beloved fiknd, the* fnrubs which you 
have watered dower in the fuinmcr, which is now 
begun, let us give water to thofe which have 
paded their dowering time ; tor our \ irtue will be 
the greater when it is w holly difintcredcd. 

^ac, ExeelLnt advice ! SJVatertng othtr plants. 

Dujhm, S^AJtde 271 tianJpouF^ How! is that Gan- 
na’s daughter, Sacontala ? — \}Vith Jntprife,'\ — The 
venerable fage muft have an unfeeling heart, fii^ce 
he has allotted a mean employment to fo lovely a 
girl, and has drefled her in a coarfe mantle of 
woven bark. He, who could wifli that fo beauti- 
ful a creature, who at firft fight ravifiies my foul, 
fhould endure the hardthips of his aullere devotion, 
would attempt, I fuppofe, to cleave the hard wood 
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Sami with a leaf of the blue lotos. Let me retire 
behind this tree, that I may gaze on her charms 
without diminilhing her confidence. [Be rettresm 
Sac, My friend Priyamvada has tied this mantle 
of bark fo clofely over my bofom that it gives me 
pain : Anufuya, I requeft you to untie it. 

[Anufuya unties the mantle, 
Pri, [LnughingS\ Well, my fweet friend, enjoy, 
while you may, that youthful prime which gives 
your bofom fo beautiful a fwell. 

Dujhm, [Afidc,'\ Admirably fpoken, Priyamvada! 
No; her charms cannot be hidden, even though a 
robe of intertwifted fibres be thrown over her 
(boulders, and conceal a part of her bofom, like a 
veil of yellow leaves enfolding a radiant flower. 
The water lily, though dark mofs may fettle on its 
head, is neverthelefs beautiful ; and the moon with 
dewy beams is rendered yet brighter by its black 
fpots. The bark itfelf acquires elegance from the 
features of a girl with antelope’s eyes, and rather 
augments than diminiflies my ardour. Many are 
the rough ftalks which fupport the water lily ; but 
many and exquifite are the bloffoms which hang on 
them. 

Sac, [Looking hefiy^ her,^ Yon Amra tree, my 
friends, points with the finger of its leaves, which 
the gale gently agitates, and feems inclined to 
whifper fome fecret. I will go near it. 

\The^ all affroadf the iree^ 



THE FATAL RING. I3 

Pri. O my Sacontala, let us remain feme time 
in this (hade. 

Sac, Why here particularly ? 

Fri, Becaufe the Amra tree feems wedded to 
you, who are graceful as the blooming creeper 
which twines round it. 

Sac, Properly are you named Priyamvada, or 
Speaking kindly. 

Dujhm, S^AfuleS\ She fpeaks truly. Yes ; her 
lip glows like the tender leaflet ; her arms refomblc 
two flexible ftalks ; and youthful beauty Ihines, 
like a bloflfom, in all her lineaments. 

A71U, See, my Sacontala, how yon frelh Malika, 
which you have furnamed Vanadofini, or Delight 
of the Grove, has chofen the fweet Amra for her 
bridegroom. 

SaL, \jlppYoachiugy and hjl tug at it njoith pleafured\ 
How charming is the feafon, when the nuptials 
even of plants are thus publickly celebrated ! 

Jiands admiring it* 

Pri, \^Srnili//g,'\ Do you know, my Anufuya, 
why Sacontala gazes on the plants with fuch rap- 
ture ? 

A?m, No, indeed : I was trying to guefs. Pray, 
tell me. 

Pn, As the Grove's Delight is united to a 

fuitable tree, thus I too hope for a bridegroom 

to my mind,”— That is her private thought at 
this moment. 
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Saa Such are the flights of your own imagina- 
tion, [Iti‘terhng the nvater-poU 

Anu, Here is a plant, Sacontala, ^^hich you 
have forgotten, though it has grown up, like your- 
felf, under the fettering care of our lather Canna. 

Sac* Ihen I lhall forget myfclf, — Oh wonderful! 
• — S^app^oachngthi platit,'] — O Priyamvada! SJoohng 
at it n.mth joyr\ I have delightful tidings for you# 
P;/, What tidings, my beloved, for me 
Sac* This Madhavi- creeper, though it be not 
the ufual time for flowering, is coiercd with gay 
bloflbms from its root to .ts top. 

Both, S^Approachnig it hafilj.^ Is it really fo, 
fwcet friend ? 

^ac* Is It fo ^ look yourfeUes. 

Pri* \lVtth eagetmfs*] Prom this omen, Sacon- 
tala, I announce you an excellent hufband, who 
will veiy foon take you by the hand. 

[Both girls look at Sacontala# 
Sac, [Difpleafed,'] A ft range fancy of v ours ! 

Pn, Indeed, my beloied, I fpeak not jeftingly# 
1 heard fomething from our father Canna. Your 
nurture of ihefe pla its has profpered ; and thence 
it is, that I forctel your approaching nuptials. 

Aim* It is thence, my Piijamvada, that flie has 
watered them with fo much alacrity. 

Sac, The Madhavi plant is my fitter : can I do 
otherwife than cheritti her ? [ Pounrg avater on tf^ 

Dujhm* [Aftdc*^ I fear fixe is of the fame religious 
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order with her fofter-father. Or has a miflaken 
apprehenfion rifen m my mind ? My warm heart is 
fo attached to her, tbit {he cannot but be a fit 
match for a man of the military clafs. The doubts 
which awhile perplex the good, are foon remoA cd 
by the prevalence of their ftrong inclinations. I 
am enamoured of her , and (lie cannot, therefore, 
be the daughter of a Br ihmen, whom I could not 
marry. 

Sac, her hiad,^ Alas^ a bee has left the 

bloflom of this Milhci, and is fluttering round my 
face. \Shc ixprcjjts uneafinefu 

Dvjhm, \Afidey <ivith ajft Hiond\ How often ha\e 
I feen our court dunf Is iiRdcdl) turn thtir heads 
aiide from fomt roving infcd, merely to difplay 
thvir gr ices’ but tins rural charmer knits her 
brows, and griccf illy moves her eyes through fear 
only, without irt or ailed ition. Oh’ happy bee, 
who toueheft the corner of tint eye beautifully 
trembling , who, aj'^proaching the tip of that ear, 
murmureft as foftly as if thou wert whifi^ring a 
fecret of love , and who fippeft ncdir, w hile fhe 
waves her graceful hand, fiom th it lip, which con- 
tains all the treafures of delight ’ Whilft I am fo- 
licitous to know in what family fhe was born, 
thou art enjoying blifs, which to me would be fu- 
felicity. 

SaCi^ Diftngage me, I entreat, from this impor- 
tunate wlixch quite baffles my efforts. 
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Pri, What power have we to deliver you ? The 
king Duflimanta is the foie defender of our confe- 
c rated groves. 

Dujhm* ^AJtdeP^ This is a good occafion for me 
to difeover myfelf — \ad‘vanctftg a little.'] — I mull 
not, I will not, fear. Yet — [^checking hiwjelf and 
retiring] — my ro) al charadler will thus abruptly be 
known to them. No; I will appear as a fimple 
ftranger, and claim the duties of hofpitality. 

Sac, This impudent bee will not reft. I will 
remove to another place. — [Stepping afide and look* 
ing round,] — Away ! away ! He follows me where- 
cver I go. Deliver me, oh ! deliver me from this 
diftrefs. 

Dujhm, [Advancing hajlily.] Ah’ While the race 
of Puru govern the world, and reftrain even the 
moft profligate, by good laws well adniiniftcred, 
has any man the audacity to moleft the lovely 
daughters of pious hermits ? 

[They look at him nuith emotion, 

Ann, Sir, no man is here audacious ; but this 
damfel, our beloved friend, was teafed by a flut^ 
taring bee. [Both gnh look at Sacontala. 

Dujhm. [Appi caching her.] Damfd, may thy de* 
votion profper ! 

[Sacontala looks on the ground, hkdhful and Jilent* 

Ann, Our gueft^ mull be receiv ed w ith due ho« 
nours. 

Frs, Stranger, you are welcome. Go, my Sa* 
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contafe; bring from the cottage a bafket of fruit 
and flowers. This river will, in the mean time, 
fupply water for his feet. 

[Looking at the miater-pots* 

Dujhm. Holy maid, the gentlenefs of thy fpeech 
does me fufiicient honour. 

Anu> Sit down awhile on this bank of earth, 
fpread with the leaves of Septaperna : the lhade is 
refrelhing, and our lord muft want rcpofe after his 
journey. 

Dujhm^ You too muft all be fatigued by your 
hofpitable attentions . reft yourfelves, therefore, 
with me. 

Pr/. [Aftde to Sacontala,] Come, let us all be 
feated . our gueft is contented with our reception 
of him. all fiat themjel^es» 

Sac. [Ajide.~\ At the fight of this youth I feel 
an emotion fcarce confiftent with a grove devoted 
to piety. 

Dujhm. [Gazing at them alternately How well 
your friendftiip agrees, holy damfels, with the 
charming equality of your ages and of your beau- 
ties! 

'Pru [AJtde io Anufuya.] Who can this be, my 
Anufuya? The union of delicacy with robuftnefs 
in his form, and of fweetnefs with dignity in his 
difeourfe, indicate a chara^er ftt^ for ample do- 
ndnion 

Amtt Ajfde Priyamvada.] I too have been 
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admiring him. I muft alk him a few qucftlons.— • 
[>*y/W.] Your fweet fpcech. Sir, gives me confi- 
dence. What imperial family is enibellilhed by 
our noble gueft ? What is his native country 
Surely it muft be afflicted by his abfence from it. 
W’hat, I pray, could induce you to humiliate that 
exalted form of yours by vifiting a foreft peopled 
only by fimple anchorites ? 

Sac. [AJide.'l Perplex not thyfelf, oh my heart! 
let the faithful Anufuya dired with her counfel the 
thoughts which rife in thee. 

Dujhm. \^Aftde.'\ How fhall I reveal, or how 
fhall I difguife, mjfclf ? — \MuftNg.'\ — Be it fo. — 
[Aloud to Anufu)a.] Excellent lady, I am a ftudent 
of the Veda, dwelling in the city of our king, 
defeended from Puru , and, being occupied in the 
difeharge of religious and moral duties, am come 
hither to behold the fanduary of \ irtue, 

Auu. Holy men, employed like you, are our 
lords and mafters. 

[Sacontala looks mod(Jl, yet affeSiio?^; 
nvbile her companions gaze alternately at 
her and at the king, 

Ann. [Afide to Sacontala.] Oh! if our venerable 
father were prefent 

Sac. What if he were ? 

Anu. He would entertain our gueft with a va- 
riety of refreftiments. 

Sac. [Prete^cfing difpl^a/w^.'] ^Go too; you had 
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fome other idea in your head , I will not hllcn to 
you. yShi Jtls apmt^ 

S^AJide to Anufii)a and Pri}am\ada.] In 
my turn, holy damfels, allow me to afk one quellion 
concerning your lo\cly fiiuid. 

Both. 1 he requell. Sir, does us honour. 

Dujhn . The fage Carina, I know, is ever intent 
upon the great Being, and mull have declined all 
eartlly connections. How then can this damfel 
bo, as it is faid, his daughur? 

Amu Let our lotd hear. '1 heie is, in the family 
of Cufd, a pious prince of extenfuc power, eminent 
in devotion and in arms. 

Dujhnu You fpeak, no doubt, of Caufiea, the 
fage and monaieh, 

Amu Know, Sir, that he is in truth her father , 
while Canna bears that reieiend name, bccaufe he 
brought her up, fmee Ihc was left an infant. 

Dvjhnu Left the word excites my curiofity; 
and raifes in me a defire of knowing her whob 
llory. 

Ami. You fhall hear it. Sir, in fcvV words.-— 
When that fage king had begun to gather the 
fruits of his aufttre devotion, the gods of Swerga 
became apprehenfne of his increafing power and 
fent the nymph Menaea to fru^rate, b) her allure- 
ments, the full elleCl of his piety. 

Dnjhm. Is a mortal’s piety fo trcmtndous to the 
infetiof deities ? What was the event ? 
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In the bloom of the vernal feafon, Caulica, 
beholding the beauty of the celeftial nymph, and 

wafted by the gale of defire 

[She flops and looks m&defl, 

Dujhm, I now fee the whole. Sacontala then is 
the daughter of a king, by a nymph of the lower 
heaven. 

Anu, Even fo. 

Dujhm, [AfldeS\ The defire of my heart is gra- 
tified. — [Aloud,'] How, indeed, could her tran- 
feendent beauty be the portion of mortal birth? 
Yon light, that fparkles with tremulous beams, 
proceeds not from a terreftrial cavern. 

[Sacontala fits modefllyy fwith her ejes 
on the ground, ] 

Dujhm. [Again afide,] Happy man that I am! 
Now has my fancy an ample range. Yet, having 
heard the pleafantry of her companions on the fub- 
jeft of her nuptials, I am divided with anxious 
doubt, whether Ihe be not wholly deftined for a 
religious life. 

Pn. [Smiling y and looking firfl at Sacontala, then 
at the king,] Our lord feems defirous of afking 
other queftions. 

[Sacontala rebukes Priyamvada nxsith her hand. 

Dujhm. You know my very heart. I am, in- 
deed, eager to learn the whole of this charmer's 
life ; and nyift put one queflion more. 

?ru Why fliould you mufe on it fo long?^ 
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[Afide,‘] One would think this religious man \\a8 
forbidden by his vows to court a pretty woman* 

Dujhm^ This I afk. Is the drift rule of a her- 
mit fo far to be obferved by Canna, that he cannot 
difpofe of his daughter in marriage, but mud 
check the natural impulfe of juvenile love? Can 
(he (oh prepofterous fate!) be deftined to refide for 
life among her favourite antelopes, the black luflre 
of whofe eyes is far furpaffed by hers ? 

Pru Hitherto, Sir, our friend has lived happy 
in this confecrated foreft, the abode of her fpiritual 
father; but it is now his intention to unite her 
with a bridegroom equal to herfelf. 

Dujhm. S^Afide^ ^ith ecjiajy.^ Exult, oh my heart, 
exult. All doubt is removed ; and what before 
thou wouldft have dreaded as a flame, may now be 
approached as a gem ineftimable. 

Sac. \Seeming angry. ^ Anufuya, I will day here 
no longer. 

Anu. Why fo, I pray ? 

Sac. I* will go to the holy mation Gautami, and 
let her know how impertinently our Priyamvada 
has been prattling, 

Anu. It will not be decent, my love, for an in- 
habitant of this hallowed wood to retire before a 
gtieft has received complete honour. 

[Sfecontal^, gtnjing no anfiver^ offers to go, 

I>ujhtn, \^Ajidt.'\ Is (he then departing 
rifisiits tf going to flop her^ hut checks hm/elf.yJWQ 
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a6\ions of a pa^onate lover are as precipitate as 
his mind IS agitated. 71 as I, vvhofe paliion im- 
pelled me to follow the hermit’s daughter, am 
rcftrained by a fenfe of duty. 

Pu, /// /c? Sacontda.] M)^ angrj friend, 

you mull not retire. 

Sac. \yi(\li? g hail, and fronxning,\ Vvlatfliould 
detain me ? 

Pn. You owe me the labour, according to our 
agreement, of w itering two more Ihrubs. Pay 
me firft, to acquit your confcienee, and then de- 
part, if youjleale. \lloldinghtr. 

Dnjhfn. The damfcl is fatigued, I imagine, by 
pouring fo much watei on the eleiifhed plmts. 
Her arms, graced with } ihns like frdli blofoms, 
hang carelefsly down, hei bofom hcaccs with 
ftrong breathing, and now her dilTiecelled locks, 
from which the ftring his dropped, are held by 
one of her lovely hands. Suffer me, therefore, 
thus to difcharge th». ciebt. — [Gifting his ring 
to Pn\am\ada. Both damjils, leading ii>e name 
Dudimanta, innn\d or the img^ 1 ok njjith Jiirprife 
each othci h \ — It lo a toy unworthy of your fixed 
atuntioxi , but I \alue it as a gift from the king. 

Pti, Th n )ou ou^’ t not, Sii, to pait with it. 
Her debt is fiom this moment difeharged on your 
word only. retut us the tmg, 

Ann. You arc now rcleaftd, Saeontala, by this 
]bene\olent lord — or favoured, perhaps, by a mo- 
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iiarch himfelf. To what place will you now re- 
tire ? 

Sac. [Ajtde.~\ Mu ft I not wonder at all this if I 
pieferve my fenfcs ? 

Pri. Are not you going, Sacontala ? 

Sac. Am I \our fubjed ? I fliall go when it 
pleafes me. 

Dujhm. S^AJide, looking at Sacontali.] Either flie 
is afFedlcd tow ards me, as I am towards her, or I 
am diftrajfted with jo). She mingles not her difr 
courfe with mine, )ct, when I fpeak, flic hftens 
attentively. She commands not her aftions in my 
prefence ; and her e) es are engaged on me alone. 

Behind the fc€nrsd\ Oh pious hermits, preferve 
the animals of this hallowed foreft ’ The king 
Duftimanta is hunting in it. Ihe duft raifed by 
the hoofs of his horfes, which pound the pebbles 
ruddy as early dawn, falls like a fwarm of blight- 
ing infers on the confec rated boughs which fuf- 
tain your mantles of woven bark, moift with the 
water of the ft ream in which you have bathed. 

Dujhm. \_AfidL.~\ Alas! my officers, who are 
feaiching for me, have indifcreetly difturbed this 
holy retreat. 

Agatn behind the Jetties. Beware, ye hermits, of 
yon elephant, who comes overturning all that op- 
pofe him; now he fixes his trunk with ’violence on 
a lofty branch that obftrui^ts his way ; and now he 
is entangled in the twining ftalks ot the Vratati, 
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How are our facred rites interrupted! How are 
the protefted herds difperfed ! The wild elephant, 
alarmed at the new appearance of a car, lays our 
foreft wafte. 

Dujhnu \^AJideJ\ How unwillingly am I offend- 
ing the devout forefters! Yes; I muft go to them 
inftantly. 

Fr'u Noble ftranger, we are confounded with 
dread of the enraged elephant. With your per- 
miffion, therefore, we retire to the hermit’s cottage. 

Anu. O Sacontala, the venerable matron will^be 
much diftreffed on your account. Come quickly, 
that we may be all fafe together. 

Sac. \Walhng Jltnjolj.'] I am Hopped, alas! by 
a fudden pain in my fide. 

Dujhm. Be not alarmed, amiable damfels. It 
(hall be my care that no difturbance happen in 
your facred groves. 

Pri, Excellent ftranger, we were wholly unac- 
quainted with your ftation ; and you will forgive 
us, we hope, for the offence of intermitting awhile 
the honours due to you : but we humbly requeft 
that you will give us once more the pleafure of 
feeing you, though you have not now been received 
with perfeA hofpitality. 

Dujhm, You depreciate your own merits. The 
fight of you, fweet damfels, has fuflolciently ho- 
noured me. 

Sac. My foot, O Anufuya, is hurt by this 
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pointed blade of Cufa grafs; and now my loofe 
veil of bark is caught by a branch of the Curu- 
vaca. Help me to difentangle myfelf, and fupport 
me. — goes out^ looking from time to time at 
Dulhmanta, and fupported by the damftls.^ 

Dujhm, [^^Jghtng.^ They are all departed ; and 1 
too, alas ! mull depart. For how Ihort a moment 
have I been blefled with a fight of the incompa- 
rable Sacontala ! I will fend my attendants to the 
city, and take my llation at no great diftance from 
this forell. I cannot, in ttuth, divert my mind 
from the fweet occupation of gazing on her. How, 
indeed, Ihould I otherwife occupy it? My body 
moves onward ; but my reftlefs heart runs back to 
her ; like a light flag borne on a ftaff againft the 
wind, and fluttering in an oppolite diredlion. 

[i/e goes Ota* 
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ACT IL 


SCENE, a nvjlh royal pa‘Viltons on the Jin t 

of the foteji. 


Mddhav^a, [^tghwg and lamenhng,\ 

Strange recreation this! — Ah me! I am wea- 
ried to death. — My royal friend has an unaccount- 
able tafte. — hat can I think of a king fo paflion- 
ately fond of chafing unprofitable quadrupeds ? — 
** Here runs an antelope! — there goes a boar! 
Such is our only convcrfation. — Even at noon, in 
ejiceflive heat, when not a tree in the foreft has a 
lhadow under it, we muft be Ikipping and prancing 
about, like the beafts whom we follow. — Are we 
thirfty ? We have nothing to drink but the waters 
of mountain torrents, which tafte of burned Hones 
and mawkifh leaves, — Are we hungry? We mull 
greedily devour lean ^enifon, and that commonly 

roalled to a Hick. Have I a moment’s repofe 

at night ? — My Humber is difturbed by the din of 
horfes and elephants, or by the fons of llave-girU 
hollooing out, More venifon, more venifon!’’ — 
Then comes a cry that pierces my ear, Away to 
the foreft, away Nor are thefe my only 
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gue\ances: ficfli pain is now added to the fmart 
of my firft wounds , for, while we were fepaiated 
from our king, who was chafing a foolifh deer, he 
entered, I find, yon lonely place, and there, to 
m\ infinite grief, faw a certain girl, called Sacon- 
tala, the daughter of a hermit . from that moment 
not a word of returning to the cit)^ ! — Thefe dif- 
treflTmg thoughts ha\e kept m) e)cs open the whole 

night. Alls ! vvlien fiiall we return ? — I cannot 

fet eyes on my beloved Incnd Du Ih manta fince he 

fet his heart on taking another wife. [Stepping 

rjtde and looking,'] — Oh! there he is. — How chang- 
ed ’ — He carries a bows indeed, but weais for his 
diadem a garland of wood flowers. — He is advan- 
cing: I mull begin m) operations. — [He Jlands 
haning on a flaff ,'] — Let me thus take a moment’s 
reft. — [Aloud,^ 

Dufhmanta a d( failed* 

Dufim, [Ajide^ fishing,'] My darling is not fo 
eafily attainable, )et my heart afllimes confidence 
from the manner in which Ihe feemed alfedled : 
furely, though our lo\e has not hitherto profpered, 
yet the inclinations of us both are fixed on our 
union. — [Smiling ,'] — llius do lovers agrctal ly be- 
guile themfelves, when all the powers of their 
fouls are intent on the objeds of their defire ! — 
But am I beguiled ? No , when fire call her eyes 
eren on her companions, they fparkled with ten- 
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demefs ; when (he moved her graceful arms, they 
dropped, as if languid with love ; when her friend 
remonftrated againft her departure, (he fpoke an- 
grily — All this was, no doubt, on my account.— 
Oh! how quick- fighted is love in difeerning his 
own advantages! 

Mddh* [Bending domnimtard, as before,'] Great 
prince ! my hands are unable to move ; and it is 
with my lips only that I can mutter a blefling on 
you. May the king be vidorious ! 

Dujhm, [Looking at him and fmiling,] Ah ! what 
has crippled thee, friend Madhavya ? 

Mddh, You ftrike my eye with your own hand, 
and then afk what makes it weep, 

tfujhm* Speak intelligibly, I know not what 
you mean, 

- Mddh. Look at yon Vetas tree bent double in 
the river. Is it crooked, I pray, by its own a6l, 
or by the force of the ftream ? 

Dujhm. It is bent, I fuppofe, by the current. 
Mddh. So am I by your Majefty, 

Dujhm. How fo, Madhavya ? 

Mddh. Does it become you, I pray, to leave the 
great affairs of your empire, and fo charnning a 
manfion as your palace, for the fake of living here 
like a forefter ? Can you hold a council in a wood ? 
I, who am a reverend Brahmen, have no longer 
the ufe of my hands and feet : they are put out of 
joint by my running all day long after dog^and 
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wild beads. Favour me, I entreat, with your per- 
miffion to repofe but a fingle day. 

Dujhm, \^AJide.'\ Such arc this poor fellow^s com- 
plaints ; whilft I, when I think of Ganna’s daugh- 
ter, have as little relilh for hunting as he. How 
can I brace this bow, and fix a lliaft in the firing, 
to fhoot at thofe beautiful deer who dwell in the 
fame groves with my beloved, and whofe eyca 
derive luftre from hers ? 

Mddh, [Looking ftedfajily at the king,'] What 
fcheme is your royal mind contriving? I have been 
crying, I find, in a wildernefs. 

Dujhm, I think of nothing but the gratification 
of my old friend’s wifhes. 

Mddh, [JojfitJl}-] Then may the king live 
long! [Rtjingy hut counterfeiting feehlenefi* 

Dujhm, Stay ; and liften to me attentively, 
Mddh, Let the king command. 

Dujhm, When you have taken repofe, I fhall 
want your afliftance in another bulinefs, that will 
give you no fatigue. 

Mddh, Oh! what can that be, unlefs it be eating 
rice-pudding ? 

Dujhm, You fhall know in due time. 

Mddh, I fhall be delighted to hear it, 

Dujhm^ Hola ! who is there ? 

The Chamberlain enters, 

Qham^ Let my fovereign command me# 
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Du/hm* Ralvatdca, bid the General attend, 

Chmt, I obcv* — ]^lle g IS out, and returns nvith 
ihe General.] — Come quickl). Sir, the king hands 
expeding ) ou. 

Get . \^AJide, loolctg at Dufhnianta.J How corties 
it that hunting, which moraliiU reckon a vice, 
fhould be a virtue in the eyes of a king-’ 1 hence 
it is, no doubt, that our emperor, occupied m 
perpetual toil, and inured to conllant heat, is be- 
come fo lean, that the funbeam^ hardly afle(^l him , 
while he is fo tall, that he looks to us little men, 
like an elephant grazing on a mountain . he feems 
all foul. — \_Aloud, appyoaching^ the kitg,'\ — May our 
“monarch ever be vidorious’ — ^1 his iorth, O king, 
fe infelled by beads of piey; we lec tbc traces of 
^ir huge feet in e\cry path. — What oidcrs is k 
your pleafure to give ^ 

Dujhm, B1 adraiena, this moralizing Madhavya 
^bas put a flop to our recreation by forbidding the 
pleafures of the chafe. 

Gen, S^Afide to Madhav) a.] Be firm to your woid, 
my friend , whilft I found the king’s real inclina- 
tions, — [<f/W.] O’ Sir, the fool talks idly. Con- 
fided the delights of hunting. 7 he body, it is 
true, becomes emaciated, but it is light and fit for 
exetcife. Mark how the wild beads of various 
kinds are varioufly affcftid by fear arid rSgel 
Wh^ pleafure eqtials that of a proud arched* when 
hia arrow hits tl e mark as it files -Can 
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juftly called a vice ? No recreation, furely, can 
be compared with it. 

Mddh, [Angrily, '\ Away, thou falfe flatterer'! 
The king, indeed, follows his natural bent, and 
is excufable; but thou, fon of a Have girl, haft no 
excufe. — Away to the wood! — I low 1 wifli. thou 
hadft been feized by a tyger or an old bear, who 
was prowling for a fliakal, like thyfelt ! 

Difjhm. We arc now, Bhadrafena, encamped near 
a facred hermitage ; anti I cannot at prefent applaud 
your panegyrick on hunting. This day, there- 
fore, let the wild iniftalos roll undifturbed in the 
lhallow water, or tofs up the fand with tlieir horns; 
let the herd of antelopes, aft'cmblcd under the thick 
(hade, ruminate without fear; let the large boar® 
root up the heritage on the brink of yon pool; 
and let this my bow take repofe with a flackened ' 
(Iring. 

Gen. Asifer lord commands. 

Dnjhm, Recall tlie art hers who have advanced 
befor^ me, and foibid the* ofticers to go very far.,"* 
from thiji hallowed grove. Let them beware of 
irritating the ^ pious: holy men aie eminent for 
patient \ irtues, yet conceal within their bofoms a 
fcorching flame ; as carbuncles arc naturally cool 
to the touch ; but, if the ra) s of the fun have 
beeti ^imbibed by^them, they burn the hand. 

Madh, Awa} nq\v» and triumph on the dejjghu 
of hunting. 
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Ge», The king’s orders are obeyed. [He goes out* 

Dujhm, [To his attendants Put off your hunt- 
ing apparel \ and thou, Raivataca, continue in 
waiting at a little diftance. 

Cham. I (hall obey. [Goes out, 

Mddh. So! you have cleared the ftage: not even 
a fly is left on it. Sit d6wn, I pray, on this pave- 
ment of fmooth pebbles, and the (hade of this tree 
(hall be your canopy : I will fit by you ; for I am 
impatient to know what will give me no fatigue. 

Dvjhm> Go firll, and feat thyfelf. 

Mddh. Come, my royal friend. 

[They both Jit under a tree. 

Dujhm. Friend Madhavya, your eyes have not 
gratified with an objed which beft deferves to 
be feen* 

Mddh. Yes, truly ; for a king is before thtm, 

Dujhm. All men are apt, indeed, to think fa- 
vOulra^ly of therafelves ; but I meant %6ontala, tho 
brightefl ornament of thefe woods. 

Mddh. [AJid€.'\ I rauft not foment thiapa(|on.— • 
^AlottdJ\ What can you gain by feei5g^h|r? She is 
»Brahm^n’a daughter, and confequently |io match 
fou^pu! 

What! Do people gaze at the new moon, 
with uplifted heads and fixed eyes, from a of 
po^fllng it } But you mufl: know, that the heart 
isC ipuih^nta js^^not fixed on an object which he. 
defpair of attaining. 



THE FATAI. RING. 


33 


Mddh. Tell me how* 

Dujhm, She is the daughter of a pious prince 
and warrior. By a celeftial nymph ; and, her mo- 
ther having left her on eaith, ftie has been foftered 
by Canna, e\en as a frefl\ bloflbm of Malati, which 
droops on its pendent ftalk, is raifed and expanded 
b}^ the fun’s light. 

Mddh. Your defire to poflefs this 

riifiick girl, when you have women bright as gems 
in your palace already, is like the fancy of a man, 
who has loft his rchflt for dates, and longs for the 
four tamarind. 

Dujhm, Did you know her, you would not talk 
fo wildl). 

Mddh* Oh ! certainly, whatever a king admires 
muft be fupcrlatively charming. 

Bti/hm* What need is there of long 

defeription ? When I meditate on the powder of 
Brahma, an<J pn her lineaments, the creation of fo 
tranfeendent 4 jewel outfhines, in my apprehenfiOn, 
all his othof works: flic was formed and moulded 
in the eternal^|iiind, which had raifed with its ut- 
moft exer4on||the id as of perfert fhapes, and 
thtnee made a|i afleinblage of all abftra6t b aug^ 

Mddh, She muft gender, then, all other hand- 
fome women contemptible. 

In my mind {he really does. I know 
not yet what bleffed inhabitant of this world will 
be the pofiefTor of that faultlefs bcaut\ , which npw 
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refembles a bloflbm whofe fragrance has not been 
dliFufed ; a frelh leaf, which no hand has torn from 
its llalk ; a pure diamond, which no polilher has 
handled ; new honey, whofe fweetnefs is yet un- 
tafted ; or rather the ccleftial fruit of collefted 
virtues, to the perfcdlion of which nothing can 
be added. 

Mudh. Make hade, then, or the fruit of all vir- 
tues will drop into the hand of fome devout ruftick, 
whofe hair fliincs with oil of Ingudi. 

Dujhm^ She is not her own miftrefs; and her 
fofter-father is at a diftance. 

Mddh, How is (he difpofed towards you ? 

Dujh7n, My friend, the damfels in a heimit’s fa- 
mily are naturally referved ; yet fhe did look at 
me, wilhing to be unperceived; then Ihe fmiled, 
and darted a new fubjeft of converfation. Lo\c 
is by nature averfe to a fudden communication, 
and hitherto neither fully difplays, nc/|^ wholly con- 
ceals, himfelf in her demeanour towards me. 

Mddh, \Laught7tgd\ Has die thus taken pofleffion 
of your heart on fo tranlient a view ? , 

Dujhm, When die walked about gjith her female 
friends, I faw her yet more didindily, and my paf- 
fion was greatly augmented. She faid fweetly, but 
untruly, “ My foot is hurt by the points of the 

Cufa grafs ; then die dopped ; but |9pn, ad- 
vancing a few paces, turned back her face, pre- 
tending a wilh to difentangle her ved ©f wo\en 
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bark from the branches in which it had not really 
been caught. 

Mddh* You began with chafing an antelope, and 
ha\e now ftarted new game: thence it is, I pre- 
fuine, that you arc greiwn fo fond of a confecrated 
foreft. 

DuJ]?m* Now the bufinefs for you, which I men- 
tioned, is this: }ou, who are a Brahmen, mull 
hnd fome expedient for my fecond entrance into 
that afylum of virtue. 

Mddh, And tlie ad\ ice which I give is this : re- 
member that you are a king. 

DuJI>uu What then ? 

Mddh. “ Hola! bid the hermits bring my fixth 

part of their grain,’* Say this, and enter the 
grove without fcruple. 

Dujhm. No, Madhavya : they pay a different 
tiibute, who, having abandoned all the gems and 
gold of this w^orld, poffefs riches far fupciior. The 
wealth of prince'^, collected from the four orders 
of theii fubjcdls, is yx'rifhablc ; but pious men give 
Us a fixth part of the fiuits of their piety ; fruits 
vvhiLh will nefer perifli. 

Bthifid iht Happy men that wc arc! we 

hav e now attained the objei^d of our defirc. 

DiiJJmn Hah! I hear the voices of fome religi- 
ous anchorites. 
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The Chamberlain enters, 

Cham, May the king be vidorious ! — 1 u a 
young men, fons of a hermit, are waiting at my 
ftation, and folititing an audience. 

Dujhm, Introduce them without delay. 

Cham, As the king commands. — | lie goes 
and re-entets njoith tnjjo Brahmens.] — Come on; 
come this way. 

FitJ} B)dhni, [Looking at the king,^ Oh! what 
confidence is infpired by his brilliant appearance! — 
Or proceeds it rather from his difpofition to \irtiu' 

and holinefs? Whence comes it, that my feat 

vanifhes ? He now has taken his abode in <i 

wood which fupplies us with every enjo}mcnt; and 
w'ith all his exertions for our fafety, his de\ otion 
increafes from day to day. — The piaife of a mo- 
narch who has conquered his pafTions afeends c\ on 
to heaven : infpired bards are continually finging, 

Behold a virtuous prince!” but w-ith us the 
royal name Hands firft : “ Behold, among kings, 
“ a fage ! ” 

Second Bicihni, Is this, my friend, the truly ^ir^ 
tuous Du Ih manta ? 

Fuji Bidhm, Even he. 

Second Biahm, It is not then wonderful, that he 
alone, whofc arm is lofty and ftrong as the main 
bar of his city gate, polEffcs the whole earth, 
which forms a dark bouiilary to the ocean j ot 
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the gods of Swerga, who fiercely contend in 
bjttle with evil powers, proclaim vidory gained 
by his braced bow, not by the thunderbolt ot 
INDRA. 

Ihth, [Approaching htm.~\ O king, be vidorious! 

Dujbnu I humbly falute you both. 

Both, Blcifings on thee! 

Dujhrn, [R(jpLb}fiillyA[ May I know the caufe of 
this \ ifit ? 

haft Biuhm. Our fovereign is hailed by the pi- 
ous inliabitants of thefe woods ; and they im- 
plore — 

Dujlm, Wliat is their command ? 

Bnjl Riahm, In the abftnee of our fpiritual 
guide, Canna, fome e\il demons are difturbing 
oui holv retreat. Deign, therefore, accompanied 
by thy charioteer, to be mailer of our afylum, if 
it be onlv for a few fliort da)s. 

Ditflvn, \Eagc>Jj.\ I am highly favoured by 
)Our invitation. 

MuJh, [AjidtA^ Excellent promoters of yon r de- 
lign! 'They draw you by the neck, but not againll 
3 our w ill. 

Dnjhnu Raiv ataca, bid my clniriotcer ( ring my 
car, with my bow and quiver. 

Cham, I obey. [Ht goes out, 

Eirfi Ihdhm, Such condefccnficn wx'll becomes 
fhee, who art an unnerfal guardian. 

Second Brdhm, Thus do the defeendants of Puru 
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perform their engagement to deliver their fubjeds 
from fear of danger. 

Dujhm. Go firft, holy men ; I jvill follo>v in- 
(laiitly. 

Both. Be ever vi^orious! \Thc) go out. 

Diijhm. Shall you not be delighted, friend Mad- 
haA ) a, to fee my Sacontala ? 

Mddh. At firft 1 fhould have had no obje(flion ; 
but I have a confidcrable one fince the ftory of the 
demons. 

Dujhm. Oh! fear nothing: you will be near me. 

Mddh. And )Ou, 1 hope, will have Lifurc to 
proted me from them. 

Chambcilain n-uiui . 

Cham. May our lord be \idoriou‘>^ — The im- 
perial car lb ready ; and all are expeding your 
triumphant approach. Caiabba too, a meftengtr 
fiom the queen-mother, is juft arri\cd from the 
city. 

D74jhm. Is he really come fiom tlie Acnerablc 
queen ? 

Cham. I'hcre can be no doubt of it. 

Du/hm. Let him appear lx foie me. 

[The ChamberLin goes out. atid returns 
m)ith the Mcflenger. 

Cham. Thcie ftands the king — O Carabba, ap- 
proach him with rexcrence. 

\^B)oJhati>ig huiiJtJjd\ May the king be exer 
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\*nflorious! The royal mother fends this mef- 

fage 

Dufim, Declare her command. 

M(Jf, Four da)s hence the ufual fall for the ad* 
vancement of her fon will be kept with folemnity; 
and the prefence of the king (may his life be pro- 
longed!) will then be required. 

Dujhnu On one hand is a commifllon from holy 
Brahmens ; on the other, a command from my re- 
\ered parent: both duties are facred, and neither 
muft be negledfed. 

Mddh. \Laughng.'\ Stay fufpended between them 
both, like king Tnfancu between heaven and earth; 
when the pious men faid, “ Rjfei^^ and the gods 
of Swerga faid, Fall!'* 

Dujhm, In truth I am greatly perplexed. My 
mind is principally diftraded by the diftance of 
the two places where the two duties arc to be per- 
formed ; as the flream of a river is divided by 
rocks in the middle of its bed. — \Muftiig .'\ — Friend 
Madhavya, my mother brought you up as her own 
fon, to be my playfellow, and to divert me in my 
childhood. You may very properly aft my part in 
the queen’o deletions. Return then to tie city, 
and give an account of my diftrefs through the 
commiflion of thefe reverend forefters. 

Mddh, I'hat I will ; — but you could not really 
fuppofe that I was afraid of demons! 
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Dtijhm, How come you, who are an egregious 
Brahmen, to he fo bold on a hidden ? 

Mddh. Oh ! 1 am now a \oung kino;. 

Yes, cerlainl) , and 1 will dilpatdi my 
whole train to attend your highne s, wl lift T put 
an end to the difturliance in this heripiiagc. 

Mudh, [ See, I am a pi iiK L regnant, 

Dujhm, YAjidL.\ d his huftbon ol a Bial.men has 
a flippery genius. He will p( rliaps difclorc my 
prelcnt piirfuit to the women in the palace. I muft 
try to dectue him. — yrakuig Madhavya hj the 
hand,\ — 1 ftuiH enter the foieft, be allured, only 
through refped for its piems inhabitants ; not from 
any anclmation tor the Oaiightc r ol a h( rmit. How 
far am 1 raifed above a giil educated among ante- 
lopes ; a girl, whofe heart muft t\ei be a ftrarger 
to love! — dhe talc was invented tor my dncrfion. 

Mddh. Yes, to be furc; only tor your dner- 
fion ! 

Di(Jh?n, 7 hen farewcl, my friend; execute my 
commiftion faithfully, whilft 1 proceed— to de- 
fend the anchorites, [Ail go oia^ 
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j^CT II L 

SCEXF, t/' nrRMir\(,i tnnC)oze. 

JIjl Unmifs Pbril hum g C'p’furatai grnj^. 

P/'/)iL [ M( ihtaUi j ‘tt /pj <=u)o*’di ; . ] 

I low gr( It ibe ]'>ouer of l^unimanta ! — The 
jmonirch and Id^ chanoici r had no foonerenurtd 
the gro\e than no continued our hoi) ritcb without 
:nt(. runrion, — V h it woids can dcfcnbc him? — 
By Ins bauE u’nung 1 fliaft, b) the nitre found oi 
his l'o\'. IhiiK, bv tl’c iirnjde murmur of Ids \i- 
biaung bow, I t difpcifco at once our calamities. — 
T\')w tlien I dt U (I to the puelE this bundle ot 
fitfli Cilia grns 10 be fcatteicd round the j lacc ot 
id iiiue. — ~ [/ ^ if/g h( Jjp/J ilh fnfu<!.\ — Ail! Bri- 
>am\aiia, tor whom are vou caii)mg that oint- 
jneit of I Mia root, and thofc kaves of water 
jdics ^ — [ A/A a; !g altchi < d .] — What fa) v on ^ — 
'IIlA Sauintala is extremely difordeied b) the fun's 
lu.it, and tliat vou hare procured for hci a cooling 
iiKdunie' — ket her, my Pri)am\ada, be diligently 
aoeuUd, for fl\e is the darling ot our veneiaHc 
lathei Canna. — 1 will adminillcr, by tlic hand of 
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Gautami, fome healing water confecrated in the 
ceremony called Vaitana, hie goes out^ 

Dufhmanta enters y exprejjtng the dijitaliton of a loucr, 

Dujhm, I well know the power of her de\ otion : 
that fhe will fufFer none to difpofe of her but 
Canna, I too well know. Yet my heart can no 
more return to its former placi<l flatc, than water 
can reafeend tlie fteep, down which it has fallen.— 
O God of Lo\e, how can thy darts be fo keen, 
lince they arc pointed with flowers? — Yes, I dif- 
cover the reafon of their keennefs. 'They are 
tipped wdth the flames which the wrath of liara 
kindled, and which blaze at this moment, like the 
Barava fire under the wares : how elfe couldfl: tliou, 
who waft confumed c\en to afhes, be ftill the in- 
flamer of our fouls? By thee and by the moon, 
though each of you fcoms woithy of confidence, 
we lovers are cruelly deceived. They who love as 
T do, aferibe flowery fhafts to thee, and cool beams 
to the moon, with eqi al impropriety; for the 
moon (beds fire on them with her dewy ra) s, and 
thou pointeft with (harp diamonds thofc ariows 
which feem to be barbed with })loflbms. Yet this 
god, w'ho bears a fifli on his banners, and v\ho 
wounds me to the foul, will gi\e me real delight, 
if he deftroy me wath the aid of my bclo\(d, 
whofe eyes are large and beautiful as thofc of a 
roe,. O powerful dirinity, e\en w^hen I thu'; 
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adore thy attributes, haft thou no compaflion ? 
lliy fire, O Love, is fanned into a blaze by a 
hundred of my ^ ain thoughts. — Does it become 
thee to draw thy bow c\en to thy ear, that the 
fhaft, aimed at my bofom, may indi^f a deeper 
wound ^ — Wheie now can I recreate my affl idled 
foul by the pcrmifiion of thofe pious men whofe 
uneafinefb I ha\c remo\cd by dilmifling my train? 
— ] — J can ha\c no relief but from a fight 

oi my beloNcd. [^Looking — This intenfely 

hot noon muft, no doubt, be pafted by Sacontala 
v\ ith her damlcls on the ixiriks of this river over- 
fludoucd w.ih d ainalas. — It muft be fo . — I will 

ad\ancc thither. \_lf alii/g yowidand looking .^ — - 

My fweet friend I 's, I guefs, been lately walking 
under that row of ) oung trees , for 1 fee the ftalks 
of fome flowers, which probably flie gathered, 
ftill unfliri\ ellcd ; and fome fiefli leaves, newly 

plucked, ftill diopping milk. \^F(fli}/g a bucTn. j 

■ — Ah! this bank has a delightful air! — Here may 
the gale embiace me, v' afiing odours from the wa- 
ter lilies, and cool my breaft, infiimed b) the 
bodilefs god, with the liquid partieks which it 

catches from the waves of the Malinl. ^J.ookmg 

— Happy lover’ Sacontala muft be fomc- 
where in this giove of flowering cieepers; for 1 
clifeern on the ytllow fand at the door of )on ar- 
bour fome recent footfteps, raifed a little before, 
and depreffed behind by the weiglit of hei elegant 
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limbs. 1 {ball ha^c a bettci ^ic'v fiom lAl.ind 

this thick foliage. [//^ iounal^ himitlf^ />>/.//!> 

•vigilant ly .~\ — Now arc my eyes full v gratified. — 'j ho 
darling of my heart, with her two faithlul attend- 
ants, repofes on a fmooth rock Orown with liefli 
flowers. — Thefe branches will hide me, whiUl I 
hear their charming conveilation, 

\^He fiamls concealfd, and gazu, 

Sacontala and her luoo Damfdi difcj^tied. 

Both, [^Fanning heid^ ba} , bclo\cd Sacontala, 
docs the biecise, raifed by out tans ol broad lotost 
leaves, refrefh you ? 

Sac. SJ^loarn fully Why, alas, do my dcai ftiends 

take this trouble ? 

\^Both look for) fully a* eaih other, 

Dujhm. [dfuL.^ Ah! flic ft ems much indifpofcd. 
What can have been the tatal c.mle ot lo violent a 

fever? — Is it what my heart tuggeils Or 

{Mujing.'] — I am perplexed with doubts. — d lie 
medicine e\ traded from the b dmv lisna has been 
applied, 1 fee, to her boloin : her onl) bracelet i* 
made of thin filaments liom tli ‘ Ibilk > oi a v^ater 
lily, and even that is loolll) bound on her aim. 
Yet, even thus difoidercd, (he is exquihtclv beau- 
tiful. — vSuch are the hearts ol tlie )oung’ l.ove 
and the fun equally inllame us, but the ftorching 
heat of fumnier leads not equall) to happinefs with 
the ardour of youthful defircs. 



THE FATAL RING. 


45 


P//. \ 4ftJe to Did you not cbkrve 

how tlic heart of Saeoutala was alFedcd by the fill 
flight of out pious I'lonarcli ^ My fidpicion it>, that 
her malady has no other caule. 

A// 1 /. [ Ifufc Ihivannada. ] The fame fufpic ion 
had rifen in nty mind. 1 will alh licr at once. — 
j/V/W. 1 — My fucct Sacontahu let me put one 
quelHon to \ou. What has leally occafioncd >our 
indifpohrion ? 

/XVv;;, [ She muft now dcclircif. Ah! 

thou<4i her bracelets of lotos aie bii^ht as moon 
beajns, ytf ihc) are mat Led, 1 fee, with black 
fpots from i uernal ardour. 

Sue. Oh! fay wliat )OU 

fiifpeit to ha\c octafioned it. 

.hw. Saeontala, we mulf nc'ccflaiily be ignorant 
of v\hat is pafling in 'vour bread, but I fufpetfl: 
\our cafe to be that which we ha\e often heard 
related in tales of lo\ e. Tell usopcmlv wh.itcaufes 
vour illnef., A phcficiin, wiihout fnouine; the 
caufe of a diforclci, cannot even begin to applv a 
reined} . 

Dnjhpi. [ I flatter mt felf with rhe famo 

liifpieion. 

Sdi. My pain is intoleiable ; }CtIcan- 

n()t hallily difclofe th ' occaf.on of it. 

P//. M\ fwmet fiu nd, y^nuiura, fjvaks ration - 
all). Confider fr a v loh n< e ot \ our inJifpofition. 
f \cr\ \x\ \eu . I’l 1 ii'i" uid m n'c emaciate i. 
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though your cxquifite beauty has not yet forfaken 
you. 

Dujhm* \^AjtdeJ\ Moft true. Her forehead is 
parched ; her neck droops , her waift is more flen- 
der than before ; her fhoiilders languidly fall ; her 
comple(5iion is wan; (he refemblcs a Madhavi- 
creeper, uhofe lea^es are dried by a fultry gale : 
yet, even thus transformed, flic is lovtl) , and 
charms my foul. 

^ac, What mote can T fa\ ? Ah! why 

fhould 1 be the occalion of your foirou ^ 

Piu For that veiy reafon, my bdoied, vve are 
folicitous to know your feciet, finct , when each 
of us has a fliarc of your uncafincfs» you \mU bear 
more cafily your oun poition of it, 

Dujhm. Thus urged by two fi lends, 

who (hare hei pain^ as well as her ploarirc>, fu' 
cannot fail to dilclofe the hidden caufe of her mi- 
lady ; whilft I, on whom file looked at oiii full: 
interview with maikcd affection, am filled with 
anxious dcfire to hear her anfwer. 

From the ^eiy inftant when the accomplidi- 
ed prince, who has jull given lepofe to oui hab 

lowed fored, met my c\c 

[ S/y h) aks offy and looki mod Ji 

Bjth. Speak on, beloved Sacontala. 

Sac* Fiom that inflant my affedion was unaltei- 
ably fiKed on him — and thence I am reduced to my 
picfent languor. 



THE FATAL RING. 47 

A//U, Fortunately your afFedion is placed on a 
m in worthy of yourfclt. 

Pn, Oh’ could a fine river have deferted the 
Fa and flowed into a lake ^ 

DnJJnn, ^ hat which I was eagei to 

know, her own lips ha\c told. Love was the 
caiife of my diflcmper, and love has healed it ; as 
a liimmcr s day, grown black with clouds, relieves 
all inimals from the heat which itfelt had caufed. 

Sac, If It be no difagrceablc talk, contrive, I 
entreat )oii, fomc nnans by which 1 may find fa- 
vour in the king’s e}es. 

Drjhn. [yljuli,] 1 hat requcfl baniflvcs all my 
cares, and gives me rapture even in my prefent 
umafy fituation. 

Ptu [ IJuL to Anufu).a.] A remedy for her, my 
friend, will fcarcc be attainable. EKcit all the 
poweis of }our mind , for her illnefs admits of no 
dclav. 

Aai/. [ yiJt to PiivamvacLu] By what expedient 
can hei euie be both icecleratcd and kept fcciet ? 

Pii. [ h h fin,\ Oh! to keep it fceiet will be 
eaf) , but to attain it foon, almofl infuperably dif- 
ficult. 

Ann, [Ai btfj) .] flowfo? 

p7j, Ihe >oung king feemed, I admit, by his 
tendei glances, to be enamoured of her at firft 
fight , and he has been obferved, wuhm thefe few 
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clays, to be pale and thin, as if his palTion had 
kept him long awake. 

DiiJ/jm, So it has 'This golden brace- 

let, lullied b) tie flame which pre> s on me, and 
which no dew mitigates, but the tears gufliing 
niglitly from thcfl.‘ e)es, has lallen ag im ctnd again 
on rny wrill, and has been rcpLiccd on my emaci- 
ated arm. 

P 7 !. [ 11 7(d.\ I have a thought, Aniiru}a— 

Let us u rite a lo\c letter, which 1 w ill co ac in a 
fiovvcr, an 1, under the pretext id making a rt - 
fpcc^ttid oileiing, dekter it my kit into the k.n^ '• 
hard. 

/hfN. An ext client contri\ance! It pleau s inc 
high!) , -but wl at fa) s our l)v io\ ed S iconf il t " 

*b//c. I mulT confider, my incLtl, the potlible 
confeciuv nccs of kich a flep. 

P}i, dlunk alii; of a \crfe or two, whuh may 
fuit youi I atti 1 , and be connlUur uuh ihe cl.a- 
ratiei of a lotcly gill born in an txalicd tamily. 

Sth, 1 will tliink ol them in due time; but my 
heart flutteis with the apprehenfion of being re- 
jeifted, 

Dufmi. [ lleie Hands the man fuprcmely 

bleilcd in th> prefenee, from whom, O timid girl, 
thou art apprehenfne of a reiulal! Here Hands the 
man, from whom, O beautiful maid, thou feareH 
rejedion, though he loves thee diHraCtedly, He 
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vv ho fhall poflefs thee will feek no brighter gem ; 
and thou ait the gem which I am eager to poirefb. 

yh/u. \()U depreciate, Sacontala, your own in- 
comparable merits. What man in his fenfes would 
intericpt with an umbrella the moonlight of au- 
tumn, whiLh alone can allay the fever caufed by 
the heat of the noon ? 

1 am engaged in thought. 

[ S/v 7ncihtat€S» 

Dffjhffu Idius then I fix 111 ) e)es on the lovely 
poctefs, witliout clofing them a moment, while fhc 
ineafures the feet of her \erfe: her forehead is 
gracelull) moved in cadence, and her whole afpe(5f 
iiiditates }>ure affection. 

S(i(. I have thought of a couplet; but we have 
no w riting implemeiUb. 

P)!. L.et us hear the words; and then I will 
mark them with niv nail on tliis lotos leaf, loft and 
gicen as the bicalf of a )Oung panoquet ; it may 
Ccdil) be cut into the foim of a letter, — Repeat the 

veiles. 

^iji . '1 hv luait, indeed, 1 know not; but 

mine, oh! cruel, love warms b> day and by 
night; and all ni) faculties au c entc ed on 
thee.” 

Di'Jhfn, adi^auLingy and pronounang a 

in tht fame miafioi.] “ 'I hee, O llender maid, 
“ love only warnib ; but me he burns; ab the da) - 
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“ ftar only ftlfles the fragrance of the night-flower, 
“ but quenches the very orb of the moon/’ 

Anu. [^Looking nt him jo\JullyA\ Welcome, great 
king : the fruit of my friend’s imagination has 
ripened without delay. 

[bacontalci ^xprfjffls an vichnation to a ft, 
Dtijhm* Give yourfelf no pain. T hofe delicate 
limbs, which repofe on a couch of flowers, thofe 
arms, whofe bracelets of lotos aie difarranged b) 
a flight preflure, and that fwcet trime, which the 
hot noon feems to have difordered, mull not be fa- 
tigued by ceremony. 

Sm. \Ajide,] O my heart, canfl: thou no^ rell at 
length after all thy fuffenngs ** 

liiH, Let our fovc reign take for his feat a part 
of the rock on which flic repofes, 

[Sacontnla mnlts a little looin* 
Dujhni. S^^(atiij^himf(lfd\ Priyamiada, is not the 
lever of }our charming friend in fomc degree 
abated ^ 

/’//, [Smilifig,^ She has juft taken a falutar) me- 
dumc, and will foon be rdlored to health, but, 
O mighty piince, as I am favoured b} )ou and b) 
ht r, my fricndfliip foi Sacontala prompts me to 
convcife with you for a few moments. 

D i// /u Ext client damfel, fpcak openly; and 
fupprefs nothing. 

/’//, Our lord fliall hear. 
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Dujhm. I am attentive. 

Viu By dlfpclling the alarm# of our pious her- 
mits, you have difcharged the duty of a great mo- 
n luh. 

Oh ! talk a little on other fubjedl;s. 

Pri. 1 hen I mu ft inform you that our beloved 
companion is enamoured of jou, and has been re- 
duced ro her prefent languor by the rcfiftlefs divi- 
nitv , love. You only can preferve her ineftimabl« 
life. 

Di(Jh7iu vSweet Pri>am\ada, our paftion is» reci- 
procal , but it is I who am honoured. 

Sac, \S>?i ^ivitb a 7ni\tuu of afftHum and r/— 
in /////;//,] Y hy fhoiild you detain the virtuous mo- 
n<ircli, who muft be aftlided b)^ fo long an abfence 
from the fecrct apartments of his palace? 

Dr/Jhm, 'J his heart of mine, oh thou who art of 
all things the dearett to it, will have no objeft but 
thee, whofe eves enchant me with their black 
fplendour, if thou wilt but fpeak in a milder drain. 
1, who was nearly llain by love’s arrow, am dc- 
ftro\ed by thy fpeech. 

dl?m, [Lnugha/g,^ Princes are faid to have many 
favourite conforts. \ ou muft allure us, therefore, 
tlnit our beloved friend fliall not be expofed to af- 
fli(^tion through our conduct. 

Dujhn, Vi hat need is thcie of many words? 
there be ever fo many women in my palace, I will 
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have only two objedls of perfect regard ; the fea- 
girt earth, which I govern, and your fweet friend, 
whom 1 love. 

Both, Our anxiety is diffipated. 

[SacontaLi Jhiuts in <vain to foth al h(r jny, 

Pn, S^AJide to Anufuya.] See how our friend re- 
covers her fpirits by little and little, as the peahen, 
opprefled by the fummer heat, is rcfrclhcd by a 
foft gale and a gentle fliower. 

isac, [To the damJtUA^ Forgive, I pray, my of- 
fence in liaving ufed unmeaning words : they were 
uttered only for your ainufcmcnt in return for your 
tender care of me. 

Pru They were the occafion, indeed, of our fe- 
rioiis advice. But it is the king w ho mufl; forgi\ e ; 
who elfe is offended ? 

^ac, The^reat monarch will, I truft, exciife 
what has been faid cither before^ him or in his ab- 
fence. — [Ajtde to the damJcL,^ Intercede with him, 
1 entreat you. 

Dnjhm, [Snuling.^ 1 would cheerfully forgive 
any offence, lovely SacontaLi, if }ou, who have 
dominion over my heart, would .illow me full room 
to fit by you, and recover from in> fatigue, on this 
flowery couch prelfed by >oui delicate limbs. 

Pit. Allow him room; it will appeafe him, and 
make him happy. 

Sac* [Pretending anger y /ii Piijainv ada.] Be 
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quiet, thou mifehief-making girl ! Doll thou fport 
with me in my prefent weak ftate ? 

jl/iu, \L joking ht hind the Jcems.^^ O! my Priyam- 
\ada, th^ re ib our favourite young antelope running 
wildly and turning his eves on all fides : he is, no 
doubt, feeking his> mother, who has rambled in the 
w idc forelL 1 muff go and afTifl his fearch. 

P>/. He is verv nimble, and vou alone will never 
be <d)le to conhuc him in one place. I mull accom- 
pan \ V o u . [ /^ oth going oiii, 

Sci., Alas! T cannot confent to your going far: 

I flvall be left alone. 

Both, ySmihng,] Alone! with the fovereign of 
the world bv )Our ficie! 

bc/c. How could my companions both leave me? 
Dnjhm, bvveet maid, give yourfclf no concern. 
Am not I, who humbly folicit your favour, pre- 
fmt in the room of them? [ . | — 1 mud de- 
clare my palfioii. [ 11 md, | — Why ihould not I, 

like them, wave this t.m of lotos leaves, to raife 
cool bicc/es and diflipate your uncafmefs ? \\ liy 
fliould noi I, like them, Uy foftly in my lap thofc 
leet, red as water lilies, and prefs them, O my 
ch inner, to relieve your pain? 

S(u. T fliould ojfend againll mvfelf, by receiving 
horn ige from a perfon entitled to mv reiptet. 

j Sh( iiftsy and Tva/ks Jlonxdy if louoh -Kicaf i tf^, 
Dujhm. The noon, my love, is not yet }aikd; 
and your fwcet limbs aic weak. Having kf^ tAit 
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couch where frefh flowers covered your hofom, 
you can ill fuftain this intuife heat with fo languid 
a frame, [M tira^Vi / t hack. 

Sat. Leave me, oh leave me, J nn not, indeed, 

my own miflrcfs, or the two ctamiLls were 

only appointed to attend iiaC. What ean I do at 
prefent ^ 

DnJJm. [ -kjult.'\ Fear ot difpleifing her makes 
me bafhful. 

Sac. \()xt^hLa\mg him ] The king ca jiiot gi\c 
oflence. It is my unhapp)^ fate onl) that I ae- 
eufe. 

Dujh) . Wh) floiikl)!)!! aeeufe fo favourable a 
deftiu) ^ 

ha . How rather e in I h Ip blimmg it, finee it 
has perinitud iii) httirt to be dieeied bv ami il U* 
qualifies, vv uhout h.iving leit mt at in) own diL 
pofal ^ 

Dujhm, f Ijidc.^ One wouhl imagnie that the 
chinning lex, inilead of lx ng, like us, tormented 
with love, kept love hiinfelt with n their heaits, to 
torment him w uh del i) , pi mit il i outn 

Dnj/ m. [ Ij d .\ How' mule J t! en fail of at- 
taining t belt) ^ 

[ brll TLt g her and cafthti ^ tl t Jlnt ( fJhi mantle. 

Sat. \ T u) ning bacL.^ Son of Pulu, preferve thy 
mfon , oh ' preferve it. — T he hermits are bufy on 
all fieits of the grove. 

DnJI^ n. M\ charmer, your fear of them is \ aim 
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Canna himfelf, who is deeply verfed in the fcicnce 
ot law, will be no obftacle to our union. Many 
daughters of the holicll men have been married by 
the ceremony called Gandhar\ a, as it is pra(^l;ifcd 
by India’s band, and e\en their fathers Jia\e ap~ 
proicd them. — \L')oking loiuidA — ^^^hat fay you? 
aie )ou ftill inflexible? Alas! 1 mufl then depart. 

\Ct( iNg f}(j?n hir a ftnv paces, ihc^i looking back* 
Sac, yMjuiag aljj a fiv Jh pu and then inining 
Lid ho fa. .] d hough 1 have refufed compliance, 
and ha\c only allowed )ou to con\crfe with me for 

a monant, >Lt, O fon of Puru let not Saeop- 

tilibewhoU) forgotten. 

Dn /ni, F nlunting girl, fhould von be removed 
to tlu ends ol the woild, }ou will be hxed in this 
L<. irt, as tlie Ih ulc of a lofty tree remains with it 
v\cn when the day is depaited. 

Sa(. [(/ i ig lit, aj d .\ Since I have heard his 
proteilationa, my feet move, indeed, but without 
advancing. 1 will conceal m)felf behind thofe 
flow ei mg Curuvaeas, and thence 1 fliall fee the rc- 
fult of his palhon. 

[ Sht hides hnflf behind the Jl mbs, 
Dnjhni, Cm )ou leave me, bekved Sa- 

contala , me who am all alFc^hon ? Could you not 
have tarried a finale moment ? Soft is your beauti- 
ful frame, and inelieatcs a benevc:)lent foul, )et 
)our heart is obdurate; as the tender Sirillia hangs 
on a hard flalk. 
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Sac. I really Iia\e now loft the power 

of departing. 

Dujhm. \Aftd(J\ What can I do in this retreat 
fince my darling has left it ? — \MuJing and looking 
found .^ — Ah ^ my departure is happil) delavcd. — 
Here lies her bracelet of flovicis, txquditcl) per- 
fumed by the root of Usiia which had been fpread 
on her bofom : it has fallen from her delicate vvrill, 
and IS become a new chain tor iti\ Ik ait. 

[ 7 akif g 7 (p thi h) ncL L 1 lil' 111.0 nee. 

Sac. I Ifidi y lojkinfr at hti ! a/ d.~\ Ah me* fuch 
was m> linguor, tl at tta tiluncnts of K tos ft*ilLs 
which bound ni) arm dropped on the giouiid un- 
perceued b\ me. 

Dnfhm. [ ijidt y placing it in h fan.~\ Oh* 1 ow 
delightful to the touch! — 1 lom this ornament of 
your lo\el\ arm» O my darling, though it be in- 
animate and fenfekfs, \our in h q j \ h \(r his re- 
gained contidcnee — a bid'' v hieh you refuted to 
confer. 

Sat. [ ///^7.] 1 can tla) heie no longer. B) this 
pretext I may return. [O / /o ijiiaid^ him, 

Dnjhm. I // ah lapiuit.] Ah * the en \ ie(s of ni) 
foul again bklhs thefe eyia. Aft 1 all my milery 
T was deftnud to be favouicd by ineiul^ent hea\en. 
■ — 'I he bird Chatac , whofe thr< at vwtis pare he d witli 
thirft, f'i||licaud fui a dieqs id water, and fud 
denW a «.ool ftream j^oured into his bill from the 
bounty of a frefli cloud. 
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Sac. Mlglity king, when I had gone half wa} to 
the cottage, I pcrtei\cd that m) bracelet of thin 
ftalks had fallen from my \\ nil , and 1 return be- 
caiife my heart is almoft umvinced that you mull 
ha\c feen and taken it. Rellorc it, I humbl) en- 
tuat, lell }OU expofe both }ouifell and me to the 
cenfurc of the hermits. 

Dvjhm. \es, on cmc condition I will icturn it. 

S(n. On u hat condition ^ Speak 

]htj/ m. 'That 1 may leplacc it on the wrill to 
\\1 ich It bcl mgs. 

S(u, [ yid(-\ I ha\e no altcrnati\e. 

\/lppjoachihg him, 
Dnfl m. But in order to replace it, v\c mull both 
I e hated on th it linooth rock. ( Bjth Jit ihnLit, 
Dujhnu \ lakiught} hand.\ O e\(juilite foltncfs ! 
d his hand has regained its natne Hrength and 
Ik uit\ , like a \oung ihoot ot Camal.ita . or it ic- 
femhks r.ither the god ot lo\c himfell, when, hat- 
ing been confumed by the lire of Hara’s wrath, he 
was lellorcd to hie by a Hiower of nectar fprinkled 
In the immortals. 

S(n. hti haud.^ Ia?t the fon of my lord 

make hallc to tie on the bracelet. 

Dujhnu [Jjidt y avith iftpiint.\ Now I am truly 
blclled. — dhat phrafe, the fon of m) lord, is ap- 
plied only to a huiband. — [.YAW.] — My charmer, 
the claf[) of thio bracelet is not eafily loofened : if 
mull be made to lit you better. 
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Sac, [Smtling,~\ As )ou plcafe. 

Dujhm, \Quttting hty haud,^ Look, my darling: 
this is the new moon which left the firmaiiunt in 
honour of fuperior beauty, and, having dtfi ended 
on your enchanting wrifl, has joined both its horns 
round it in the fliape of a bracelet. 

Sac, I really fee nothing like a moon : the bn e/e, 
I fuppofe, has fhaken fomc duft from tlie lotos 
flower behind my ears, and that has obfcuied my 
fight. 

Dajhm, \_Smih?;gd\ If you permit me, I will blow 
the fragrant duft from your e)e. 

Sac, It would be a kmdnefs , but I canne^t truft 
you# 

Da/hm, Oh! fear not, fear not. Anew fuvant 
never tranfgrefles the command of his mifticfs. 

Sac, But a fervant over alfidiious deferves no 
confidence. 

Dujhm, \^Aftdcd\ I v^ill not let flip this charming 

occafion.- S^Atteyjiptmg to laift her head — Sac on- 

tala faintly lepels huny hut Jits JidL\ O darnfcl 

with an antelope’s e\es, be not appicbenfivc of my 

indiferetion.. [Sacontala looks up Joi a inomint, 

find then hajh fully diops her head — Dulhmanta, ajzd( y 

gently raifing her head,\ lhat lip, the foftncfs 

of which is imagined, not proved, feems to pro 
Tiounce, with a delightful tremour, its perrniflion 
for me to alhy my thirft. 
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Sm, Ihc foi of my lord feems inclined to break 
ns promifc. 

Ihjhm. Beloved, I was deceived by the pro\- 
mitv of the lotos to thu C)e which equals it in 
)nj:ht’ic^s. [U( bl gtutly on hn ey . 

Sac v\(ll now J fe a piince who ketps his 
,vord as It b cooks his imperial chiia«!‘kr. Yet I 
im r lb ifliincd that no defcit oi mnie entitleg 
IK to the kind Icrvicc of ni\ lotd s ion. 

D jhn What reward cm 1 dchre, except that 
\luch I eonfidei as the gieitcll, the tragiante ot 
, ur ckli 1 IS 1 p ^ 

Sa \\ ill th It cent nt )^ou ^ 

D fjl 1 , lie bte is contented with the mere 
)dour ol the v\ if( r lil\ . 

S(i U he were not, he would get no remed), 

DnJ^ Ves, this and this 

hir eag }fy, 

B h) i Ji f 7its H irk ^ tiled er u le i is c di- 
ng hei ina e ( n tl e b nk of the Milini the night 
s h(<nnmnq ro fpre id her Ih ules. 

Sa . [/ fttn ng alnnu / ] O foil of my lord, the 
natron G uitimi '^pprouhes to Ciiquire after my 
leilth. Hide vourlelf, J entreat, behind yon trees. 

D d} m, 1 ) wld to needlitv. \_Ut ntiu . 

Gautami enters njoith a vajt in / cr hand. 

ij i it, \^J joling anxioufly at Sacontala. ] My child, 
Kre IS holy ,vitcr lor thee,-— What’ had thou no 
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companion here but the imifiblc gods; thou who 
art fo much indifpofed ? 

Sac, Both Priyamvada and Anufu) a aic jufl gone 
down to the river. 

Gaut. [Sp}i)iLh? 2 g A;.] Is thy fever, my ( •nld, 
a little abated ? [t< tliag hn hand. 

Sat. Venerable matron, there is a change tor 
the better. 

Gaut. d hen thou art in no danger. Mav d tl\ou 
liv^e mail) years! Ihc day is departing, kt us both 
go to the cottage. 

Sac. [jdji!(y fi/iftg O nn heart, no 

fooner hadft thou begun to talle happiness, than 
the occafion flipped away ’ — [V’/ adza/uis a ffzv 
PrpSy a7id tctuuis to the a)hru), | — () bowtr of twi- 
ning plants, by whom my fonows have been dif 
pelled, on thee I call , aidently hoping to be once 
more happy under thy fliadc. 

goi^ out ^iKith G uitami. 

Dujhm. \^Ritiomug to the b(j<iv(>^ a fid J 
How, alas, have my dcfircj been obfliueHcd’ — 
Could I do lefs than kifs tlie lips of m> clnimcr, 
though her rnodefl cheeks were half av cited, bps, 
vvhofe fvveetnefs had enchanted me, even when tlicy 
pronounced a denial ^ — Vhither now can 1 go ^ — 
1 will remain awhile in this arbour of ciupcrs, 

which my darling’s preftnee luis illuinin itui. 

\Lojkwg iQund.^ — Yes, this is hci feat on the rock, 
fpread with bloflToms, whuh have been jnclTed by 
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her dclk.itc limbs. — Here lies her exquilite love 
leTer on the Lat of a water lily; htic la) her 
brHtkt ot tcndei hlamcnts which had f dlen from 
hei iweet w nil. — though the bower of twining 
\ c tal IS be now defolatc, fince iii) charmer lias lefr 
it, ) tt, wlulc in) c)cs arc h\ed on all thcfc dilight- 

ful memorials of her, I am unable to depait. 

[MuJifiJ.] — Ah’ liow impirfcdl) has this affair 
been condiuded by a loxei, like me, who, with 
his d Tiing b) his fide, has let the occafion flip. — 
Should S icontala vifit once more this calm retreat, 
the oppoitunit) lhall not pafs again unmipioxed: 
the phafurcs of )outh arc by natuic tranfitorv, — 
Thus mv toohfli heart forms refolutions, while it 
is di{lrai:ted b) the fudden intcnuption of its hap-- 
piiv fs. Wh) did It ever allow me to cjiiit without 
clkct the prcfcncc of my bcloxcd? 

ihi furies, () king, while we are begin- 
ning out exening facnficc, the hgurcs of blood- 
tlindy d( mons, embrowned b) clouds colhkfed at 
the dtt)aiture oi d<iv , glide over the facicd hearth, 
an<^ fpr^ad con'lcrnation around. 

////. hear not, holy men. — 

}'] acet ; I u. 


Your king will 
yilc jrjti out. 
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ACT IF. 

SCENE, n Lawn hfox ih Cfjtinge. 

The tnAjQ da?nfih me difco^ocud gnihcutig 
Anujfnd, 

O MY PriyamvatLi, thonG;h our fwcet friend h.u 
been happily married, according to the rites ot 
Gandharvas, to a bridegroom equal in rank and 
accomplifhinents, yet my affedionate hcait is not 
wholly free from care ; and one doubt gi\ Cb me 
particul ir umafinefs. 

What doubt, my Anufuva? 

Ae//. 1 his moi ning the pious prince was diL 
miffed with gratitude by our hcrrnitb, who had 
then toinpkted their inylHck rites: he is now gone 
to his capital, Haftinapura, where, furiounded b) 
a hundred women in th(‘ rcecfles of his palace, it 
may be doubted wdicther he will remember his 
charming bride. 

Pn. In that refp'‘6I you may be (piite eafy. 
Men, fo well informed and well educated as he, 
can never be uttciK deftitutc of honour. — Wc have 
another thing to eonfider. When our father Canna 
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Ihcill return from his pilgrimage, and fliall hear 
what has paffed, I cannot tell how he ma} re(.ci\e 
the intelligence. 

II you afk my opinion, he will, 1 think, 
approNC of the imrnige. 

P)i. Why do )oa think fo ? 

Anil. Becaufc he could dehre nothing better, 
tinn that a hufliand fo accomplidied and fo exalted 
fliould take Sacontah by the hand. It was, )ou 
know, the declired objeft ol his heart, that llic 
might ])e fiiit liily married ; and, fince heaven has 
done for liirn whit he moft wilhcd to do, how can 
he pohibl) be dillatishcd ? 

Piu You icafon well, but SJ^ookivg her 

hall /.] — M) liiend, we ha\c plucked a lufiicicnt 
hole of llowcrs to fcatter o\cr the place ot fa- 
ciilice. 

h ii. let us guhtr more to decoiate the tempks 
of the o(Mld(fl(s who have procured foi bacontaki 
fo much good fortune. 

[ r/v V both gathc r fnoi i Jlowoci s» 

Bihind th( Icifiit. It 18 I Hola! 

Anil. [I lJhnt/1^.^^ I hear the \oice, as it feems, 
of a gucll arn\td in the heimitigc. 

Pri. let us liailen thither. Sacontala is now 
repofing , but though we ma) , when Ihc wakes, 
cn |0) her prefence, |et her nund will all day be 
abfent with her dcpartv,d lord. 



SACONTALA , OR, 


64 

Am Bt it fo, but we haAC occafion, you know, 
lor all thtfe flowers, 

A^niii h 1 lud il e f ims. How ’ Doil thou fl^ow 
no attention to a gueft ^ Ihcn hear lU) imprcc i- 

tions •“ lit on whom thou ait medititing, on 

“ whom alone th) heart is now fixed, while thou 
“ net^ledcft a pure gem of devotion who demands 
holpitalit), fhall forget thee, when tl ou feed 
“ him next, as a man reftored to fobritty forgets 
“ the words whieh he uttered in a Hate of intoxi- 
cation. ’ 

darnfeh look at each otht) njoith ajjli it }u 
P>i, Wo is me* Dreadful eahmitv * Oirbelo\ed 
fiiend his, through mere abfenee of mind, pro 
voked, b) her negled, fome hoi) man wlio e\ 
peeted reverence. 

hm, [Looka/g^^ It mufl be fo, for the eholeriek 
Durv ifas is going haflily biek. 

Pti, W ho elfe ha> power to eonfume, like r iging 
hre, whitcACr offends hiiiH (lO, ni) Anufuv i, fill 
at his feet, and perfuade him, if pofiible, to u 
Turn in the mean time 1 will prtpare water and 
refrelhments foi him. 

Afiu 1 go with tagtrmfs. i 

P)i ^ Idxaucvig hajid}^ hef f)0t jhps ] Ah* 
throi ^h my eager hafte J have let tlie baiket fill , 
and in\ religious duties muH not be pollponed. 

gathiiy ]i JI J 1 at* 
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Anufuya re-enhrs. 

Amt, His wrath, my beloved, pafles all bounds. 

■ — Who li\ ing could now appeafe him by the hum- 
blcH; proftrations or entrcaticb ? yet at laft he a lit- 
tle rdented. 

Pm Tliat little is a great deal for him. — But 
inform me how you foothed him in any degree. 

im. When he pofiti\cly refufed to come back, 
I throw m\ fell at his feet, and thus addrefled him : 

Hoi} fage, foigi\c, I entreat, the offence of an 
“ amiable giil, who has the higheft vcncradon for 
‘‘ you, but was ignorant, through dhlradion of 
“ mind, how tx.iltcd a perfonagc was calling to 

her.’* 

P) /. What then ? Wliat faid he ? 

Pm, He anfvvered thus : “ My word muft not 
“ be lecalkd; but the fpell which it has raifed 
“ lhall be wholly removed when her lord fliall fee 
“ his ring.” Sa) ing this, he difappeared. 

Pit, Wk may now ha^e confidence; for before 
the monarch departed, he fixed with his own hand 
on the finger of Sacontala the ring, on which we 
faw the name Dufhmauta engraved, and which we 
will inftantly recogni/e. On him therefore alone 
will depend the remedy for our misfortune. 

Ann, Come, let us now proceed to the fhrines ct 
the goddeffes, and implore their fuccour. 

adxavLe^ 
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Pri, [Looki^/g,'] See, my Anufiiya, where our 
beloved friend fits, motionlefs as a pidurc, fup- 
porting her languid head with her left hand. W^ith 
a mind fo intent on one objed, ilie can pay no 
attention to herfelf, much lefs to a fli inger. 

Let the horrid imprecation, rri)amvadi, 
remain a fecret between us two : wc muft fparc the 
feelings of our beloved, who is naturally fultep- 
tible of quick emotions, 

Pri. Who would pour boiling water on the I lof- 
fom of a tender Mallica ? [ Buih go out, 

A Pupil of Canna C7ite)s, 

Pup, I am ordered by the venerable Canna, who 
is returned from the place of his pilgrimage, to 
obferve the time of the night, and am, therefore, 

come forth to fee how much remains of it. 

\JValki)ig youndy and ohferiiyjg the hcaxc7i^d\ — On 
one fide, the moon, who kindles the flowers cf the 
Ofhadhi, has nearly funk in his weftern bed; and, 
on the other, the fun, fcated behind his chanorcci 
Arun, is beginning his courfe : tlic luflre of them 
both is confpicuous, when they life and when tlay 
fet ; and by their example (liould men be c\[ually 
firm in profperous and in adverfe fortune. — Ihc 
moon has now difappeared, and the night-flower 
plcafes no more: it lea\cs only a remembianct of 
its odour, and languifhcs like a tender bride whofe 
pain is intolerable m the abfcncc ol hei beloved. — 
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The ruddy morn impurples the dew drops on the 
branches of } ondcr Vadari ; the peacock, fliaking 
oil ilcep, haftens from the cottages of hermits in- 
terwoN en with holy grafs , and yonder antelope, 
fpiinging hallil) from the place of facrificc, which 
is marked with his hoofs, raifes himfclf on high, 
and ftictchcs his graceful limbs. — How' is the moon 
l.ilhn fiom the iky with diminiihed beams! the 
inoc n who had fet lus loot on the head of Sumcru, 
king of mountains, and had climbed, fcattcring 
tlic rear of d.nknefs, even to the central palace of 
\ ifnnu ^ — d hiis do tlic great men of this wn^rld af- 
ct ul with extreme labour to tlic funimit of ambi- 
noii, Init cal 1) and quickly defeend from it, 

Anufu}a luIus jjic dilating, 

A V. [ l/id(.'\ Such has been the affcfflion of Sa- 
u ntal', tl.uugh flic was hied in aullcie devotion, 

i^crf liom fcnfual enjo^-ments!- How unkinci 

Vvjs the king to have lici 1 

[ ^jid( , I d he pioper time is come for per- 
f( lining the homa ; 1 mull: apprife our preceptor 
of it. [/ ' goes 07 /t, 

Anil, d he ihadcs of night arc difperfed ; and I 
am hardly awake; but were I e^cr fo perfedly in 
iny lenfes, what could I now do? A^y hands mo\e 
not readily to the ufual occupations of the morn- 
ing. — Let the blame be call on love, on love only, 
by whom our friend has been reduced to her pre- 
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fent condition, through a monarch who has broken 
his word. — Or does the imprecation of Durxafas 
already prevail? — How elfe could a virtuous king, 
who made fo folemn an engagement, have fuffered 
fo long a time to elapfe without fending even a 

meffage?^ Shall we convey the fatal ring to 

him ? — Or what expedient can be fuggefted for the 
relief of this incomparable girl, who mourns with- 
out ceafing ? — Yet what fault has (lie committed ? 
— ^With all my veal for her happinefs, I Cc>nnot 
fummon courage enough to inform our father Can- 
na that fhe is pregnant, — What then, oh! what 
ftep can I take to relieve her anxiety ? 

Priyamvada eritcrs. 

Pit. Come, Anufuya, come quickly. They arc 
making fuitablc preparations for conducting bacon- 
tala to her hufbanePs palace. 

Jrm. [IPjth JtirpriJiP\ What fay you, my fiiend? 

Pn. Hear me. 1 went juft now to Sacontala, 
meaning only to alk if ftic had ilept well 

Amu "N^hat then ? oh ! what then ? 

Pn, She was fitting with her head bent on her 
knee, when our father Canna, entering her apart- 
ment, embraced and congratulated her. — “ M/ 
“ fweet child,” faid he, there has been a happy 
“ omen : the young Bralimen w^ho officiated \n 
‘‘ our morning facriffee, though his fight was im- 
“ peded by clouds of fniokc, dropped the clarified 
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“ butter into the very center of the adorable flame. 
— Now, fince the pious a<^ of my pupil h^is 
piofpcred, my foftcr child mud not be fulFercd 
“ any longer to languilh in foirow ; and this day 
“ 1 am determined to fend thee from the cottage 
“ of the old hermit who bred thee up, to the palace 
of the monarch who has taken thee by the hand/* 
dfui. My fiicnd, who told Canna what paffed 
in Ids abiciKC ? 

When he entered the place wdierc the holy 
fiiL was Ida/ing, he heard a voice from heaven 

pronouncing divine rneafures, 

Jhiii, \^Amazid,\ Ah! you allonilh me, 

Pn. iicai the ccicifial veifo. — “ Know that tiiy 
adopted daughter, O pious Brahmen, has le- 
“ ceived from Dulhmanta a ra) of glory dcllined 
to rule the world; as the wood S.mn becomefc 
“ pregnant with myflcrious fire/’ 

Anu, [^Embracing Pri)am\adi.] I am delighted, 
my beloved; I am tranfported with joy. But — 
fince they mean to deprive us of our friend fo foon 
as to-day, I feel that my delight is at kail equalled 
by my lorrow. 

P) 1 , Oh ! we muff fubmit patit ntly to the an- 
guifh of parting. Our beloved friend will now be 
happ) ; and that ihould confolc us. 

Ann, Let us now make halle to drefs her in bri- 
dal array. I have already, for tliat purpofe, filled 
the fliell of a cocoa nut, which )ou fee fixed on an 
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Amra tree, with the fragrant dud of Nagaccfiras: 
take it down, and keep xt in a frcfli lotos leaf, 
whilft I collecfl fome Gorachana from the toiLhcad 
of a facred cow, fomc earth iiom con lec rated 
ground, and fome frefh Ciifa grafs, of which I 
will make a pade to enfure good tortue^. 

F)u By all means. 

takes don.vn the p(rfiu?c. Anufu} a 

gOtS 07ltd\ 

Behind the Jutus, O Gautami, bid the two Mif- 
ras, Sarngara\a and Saradwata, make read) to ac- 
company m)/ child Sacontala. 

7 ’//, \J^ij}tiiing.\ Lolc no time, Ann I i\ i, lofc 
no time. Our lithci C inn 1 is giving t ida^ loi 
the intended jouinc) to llallnupuia, 

Anufu)a }e~iHit)s nvitky the lagrt dnntx thauru 
Ann* 1 am heic : let us go, m\ Pm inuadi. 

f n 0 th ad 7 auc^^ 
Frt. yLo kiag.^^ d hcK da ids oui Sac( ntal i, aitci 
her batli u ianiiic, Vv bile main lioly wonun, who 
are congiatnl iimg lu r, cam baik^ts ot hallowed 
grain. ^Lct us halicn to gicct her, 

Bata Sacontala, Gautimi, aaddimah Hcimits, 
Sac. I prodrate m)fch: be lore the goddefs. 

Gaut. My cliiki, thou cand not pionouiice too 
often the word goddefs: thus wilt thou procure 
great fclicit) fur thy lord. 
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Ma}ft thou, O ro)al bride, be delivered 
of a hero* [Thi Hermits out, 

B th darnf Is, [ dpptoaJ wg Sacontala.] Beloved 
fiiend, was your bath pleifint ? 

S u. O’ m} friends, you are welcome . let us 
fit a while together. ry fiat tJ emfclves. 

Anil, ISow )ou mufl: be patient, whilft I bind on 
a eh irm to fecure ) our happinefs. 

\ I 1 h It IS kind. — Miith has beci decided this 
ua\ and the pletfure of being thus attended by 
in_^ f\vev.t friends will not foon return. 

\\l iping ojf 1 c) ttais, 
P i Beloved, it is unbecoming to weep at a 
tunc wli 11 }()u ire going to be fo I app> . — th 
d 1 1 III Ji j fo t a)s ns iJ j lii fs 1 t ] — \ our ele- 
gint perfon defeivcs richer aj piiel it is now deco- 
nted wuh fuch rude flowers as vve coul 1 procure 
in this foreft. 

C inna’/ Pupil inters n.vifh n h eJotJ e^. 

Pup Ikie la a complete diefs let the queen 
wear it aufpiciouflv , and ma) her life be long* 

[ / / ‘ivjn/i 11 I I <~viih 17 inj^ / 1 nt. 
Cant, Mv fon, H iriti, whence came this appircH 
Pip, I roni the devotion of our fither Canna. 
Ciaut, Vi hat dofl thou mean ^ 

Pup, Be attentive. The venerable fage gave this 
order . Bring trefh flowers for bacontala from 
“ the moil beautiful trees,’* and fuddenly th« 
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woodnymphs appeared, raifing their hands, which 
rivalled new leaves in beauty and foftnefs. Some 
of them wove a lower mantle bright as the moon, 
the prefage of her felicity ; another preffed the 
juice of Laclha to (lain her feet exquifitely red ; 
the reft were bufied in forming the gayeft orna- 
ments; and they eagerly fliowered their gifts on us. 

Pri, [Looking at Sacontala.] Thus it is, that 
even the bee, whofc neft is within the hollow trunk, 
does homage to the honey of the lotos ftower. 

Gaiit, The nymphs muft have been commiflioned 
by the goddefs of the king’s fortune, to predi(::t the 
acceftion of brighter ornaments in his palace. 

[Sacontala looks inodtjl. 

Pup. I muft haften to Canna, who is gone to 
bathe in the Malini, and let him know the fignal 
kindnef of the woodn)mphs. [IL gots out. 

Avu. My fwcet fiiend, I little expeded fo fplen 

did a drefs : how fliall I adjuft it properly ? — 

\ConfidLiingA\ — Oh! iny Ikill in painting will fiip- 
ply me v,^ith fome hints ; and I will difpofe the 
drapery according to art. 

<S*7c. I well know } our alFe^lion for him. 

Canna enUis miditathig. 

Can. \Afidc.\ This day muft Sacontala dcpait : 
that is refolved ; yet my foul is fmitten with an- 
guifti. — My fpeech is interrupted by a torrent ('f 
te^rs, which my rcafon fuppreftes and turns inward . 
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my very fight is dimmed. — Strange that the afflic- 
tion of a forefter, retired from the haunts of men, 
lliould he fo excefflve! — Oh, with what pangs muft 
they who arc fathers of families, be afflicted on 
tlie departure of a daughter ! 

njoalks round miiftng. 

P)i, Now, my Sacontala, you arc becomingly 
decorated : put on this lower veil:, the gift of f}l- 
van goddeflbs. 

[Sacontala nfes ai d puts on the mantle. 

Gant, My chill, thy fpiritual father, whole eyes 
o^erflow with tears of joy, Hands defiring to em- 
biacc thcc. Ilallcn therefore to do him reverence. 

[Sacontal i ?nodtJ}ly hoa.v^ to him. 

Can. Ma){l thou be chcnlhed by th) hulhand, 
as Saimiihlha was cherifl'ied by Yav^ti! May 11 thou 
biing forth a foxcreign of the world, as llie brought 
lorth Puru ! 

Gaul, 1 his-, my child, is not a mere benedic- 
tion ; if is a boon ac'duall) conferred. 

Gan, My bell beloved, come and wxdk wdth me 

round the faciificial fire. all advance .^ — - 

May tliefe fires preferve thee! hires w^dth fpiing 
to their appointed llations on the holy hearth, and 
confume the confeciated wood, while the fiefli 
blades of m} llerious Cufa lie fcattered around 
them! — Sacramental fires, which dcllroy fin with 

the rifing fumes of elaiified butter! [Sacontala 

'^ivalks nvith foLmmly round the htat'h.^^ — Now fet 
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out, my darling, on thy aufpicious journey. 

[^Looku/g trjiui(L \ — \\here aie the attendants, the 
two Mifratj ? 

E^hr ^arngalava and Saradwata, 

Both, Holy fage, we are here. 

Can, My fon barngara\a, hiow thy filler her 
wa} . 

Suitu Comt, damfcl. \Thty all adi^ance. 

Can, Hear, O >e trvVs of this 1 allowed foreft ; 
ye trees, in which the f\l\an godaell s hue their 
abode, heal, and prccleiin, ^acontala t’s going 
to the palace cf hci ufd hd lord ; ihe wlio drank 
not, though tl Hil), before ) ou \>(.ic watered , fhe 
who cropi-cd not, through atle^hon for }ou, one 
of your frefli ka\cs, though Hie would have been 
pleaftd with fueh an ornament for her h'eks , Ihe 
whofe chief chdight was in the ftaLn when )Our 
branches aic fpangkd with flowers! 


CHORUS of inafihlt Wood ^YMP 115. 

May her way be attended with profperity ^ May 
propitious bieczcs fprir.klc, foi her delight, the 
odoriferous dull of lich bloffoins^ May pools of 
dear water, gr^cn with tic leaves of the lotos, 
refrelh her as flic walks! and n.ay fliady blanches 
be her defence from the feorchiug funbeams! 

\All I fen ^ith adnnratm* 
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^(hn. Was that the aoice of the Cocila wifliing 
a h ippv journo) to Sicont ila ^ — Or did the nj mphs, 
who are allied to the piou^ inhabitants of thefe 
woods, repeat the waroling of the mufical bird, 
and make its greeting their own 

Lm t Duightci, the fylvan goddefles, who love 
their kindred hcimits, 1 ue uiilied \ou profperity, 
and ire entitl d to 1 umblc th inks. 

[S leont il i ‘iLalks youn I, I i.vtng to the 7 y mphs. 
Sac, [ h to Pn\ am\ ad i ] Delighted as I am, O 
Pii)am\ idi, \ ith the thou Pit ot feeing again the 
Ion of rn) lord vtt, on Itaxing this grove, m} 
tally lAlum, I am fearee ibictowalk. 

Pit You I in nt not a^one Mark the afflic- 

ti m ot the foreil itfclf when the tirre of your 

d prture ipproaehes * lie female antelope 

brovvks no more on tie eolkt^ed Cui i giafs, and 
tilt ptilitn cedes to d net on the lawn the ver) 
phnts (f the grove, whofe pile kives fall on the 
giounl, I )le t iir ftrengt i rd t^ eir beaut) 

Sa Vuurible fuhtr, fuiTtr me to aeldrefs this 
^liihivi creeper, whofe red blofloms inflame the 
grovt. 

Can My child, I know thy aiTeiftion for it. 

Sac, \y nb a i ig the jlnnt ] O moft ridiant ot 
twining plants, receive my embraces, and return 
them with thy flexible arms from this d ly, thou '»h 
^removed to a fatal diftmee, I fli dl for ever be 
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tliine. — O beloved father, confider this creeper at 

Can, My darling, thy amiable qualities have 
gained thee a hufband equal to thyfelf ; fuch an 
event has been long, for thy fike, the chief objefi: 
of my heart; and now, fince my folicitude for thy 
marriage is at an end, I will marry thy favourite 
plant to the bridegroom Amra, who flieds liagiancc 

near her.- Proceed, my child, on thy journey. 

Sac, ^^Approaching the t<ivo damf Is,^ Sweet friends, 
let this Madhavi creeper be a precious dcpofit in 
your hands. 

Ann, and Pri, Alas! in whofe care fliall we be 
left ? [7 /v)> ho/h wo p. 

Can, Tears are \ain, Anufuya : our Sacontala 
ought rather to be fupported by your firmnefs, 
than weakened by your weeping. \_A/I advance. 
Sac, Father! when yon female antelope, who 
now moves flowly from the weight of the young 
ones with which Ore is pregnant, (hall be delivered 
of them, fend me, 1 beg, a kind meffage with 

tidings of her fafety. Do not forget. 

Can, My beloved, I will not forget it. 

Sac. [Advancing, then ft^Jppt>^gA\ Ah! W'hat is it 
that clings to the fkirts of my robe, and detains 
me ? turns round, and lonkf. 

Can, It is thy adopted child, the little fawn, 
whofe mouth, v/hen the fharp points of Cufa gials 
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had wounded it, has bcc n fo often fmtare I by thy 
hand with the he iliug oil of Ingudi, who Ins been 
fo often fed by t^KC with a hmdful of Svamaka 
gruns, and now will not leive the footdeps of his 
protnflrcfs. 

Sm. Why doft thou weep, tender liwn, for me, 
who mufl leave our eominon dwelling plaee ? — As 
thou wad reired by me when thou liadll loft thy 
mother, who died foon after thy birth, fo will my 
fofter father aiUiid thee, when we are feparated, 
wall mxioiis caie. — Return, pool thing, return — 
we mu ft pa It, \^^he Imrjis into tears. 

C in. 1 hv tears, my child, ill fuit the oecafion: 
wt Hull dl meet agun be linn fee the eiiredt 
rc id before thee, and follow it, — When the big 
tear lurks bene ith thy be lutiful e) elaflies, let thy 
refolution elieek its fit ft efforts to diftngage itfelf. 
— In thv pafta e over th,s earth, where the piths 
are now high, now low, and the true j ath ieldom 
dillinguiftied, the traees of tliv feet mult needs be 
un qual , but virtue vvjll prefs tl ee right onvv^'rd. 

Sam. It IS a fieied lule, holy f ige, that a bene- 
vohnt man Ih )uld a company a traveMtr »^ill he 
m^'^t with ibuidinec of water, md tint rule )OU 
have carefully otiferved we are now near the brink 
of a large pool. Give Uo, therefore, your cum- 
in mds, and ruurn. 

Can let us r ft a while under the fhade of this 
Vata tree. [^^(7 Jhadt ]— -«What 
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meffagc can I fend with propriety to the nohfe 
Duftimanta ? [ He 7nedjtates, 

Amt. [Ajide to Sacontala.] My beloved friend, 
every heart in our afylum is fixed on you alone, 
aud all are afHi^ftd by your departure. — Look; 
the bird Chacra\aca, called by his mate, who is 
almoll; hidden by water lilies, gi\es her no anfwer; 
but having dropped from his bill the fibres of lotos 
[talks which he had plucked, gazes on you with 
inexpreflible tendernefs. 

Ccifi, My fon Sarngarava, rcmem])cr, when thou 
flialt prefent Sacontala to the king, to addrefs Iiim 
thus, in my name : “ Confidcring us heimits as 
‘‘ virtuous, indeed, but rich only in devotion, 
and confidciing alfo thy own exalted birth, 
“ retain thy love for this gill, which arofe in thy 
bofom without any interference of her kindred ; 
** and look on her among thy wives with the fame 
** kindnefb which they experience: more than that 
** cannot be demanded , fincc particular aRcdion 
“ mull: depend on the will of heaven.’" 

Sdu/. Your meflag^, venerable man, is dcaply 
rooted in my remembram e. 

Can, [Looking t nd /4 at Sacontala.] Now, m/ 
darling, thou too mud l)e gently admoniibed.' — 
We, who arc humble forefb is, are yet acquainted 
with the woild which we ha\c forfaken, 

barn. Nothing can be unknown to the w ife. 
Can, Hear, my daughter —When thou art 
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fettled in the min^ion of thy hulbmd, lliow due 
rcAeitnce to him, and to thofc whom he re\tres; 
though he Inie other wives, be rather an affee- 

tionite handmaid to them t’ an a rival. Should 

he ddpkafe tliee, let not ih) refentment lead thee 

to difobedicneL 1 i th) condud to thy domef- 

tieks be uglily juit aii imprtial, and feek not 
eagerly thy onn gi uihealiv^ns. By fuch be- 

haviour youig women beeom.. rtfped:! ible , but 

perverft wives art ihe bme ol a limil), What 

thinks GaiMini ot this kfon ^ 

Lent* It I'i ineompu ible my ehild, be fure 

to Kinembvi it. 

Cav, Come, my bdoved giil, one a paiting 
cmhi (. to n c i d to tl )- t ndcr e impinions. 

S/. Muil Anufi)! and Pn^unvadi return to 
the hvnnit i^e ^ 

C a?/. 1 e) too, my child, muft be fuitably 

manu 1 and it would not l)c proper for them vet 
to Mut tne city, but Gautami will accompany 
the 

Sac [I Iraufi^ /////] Removed from the Lo 
fom vf ID) filler, like i young fa dal tree, rei t 
frim 1 dis of Malty i, how (lull * txill in a 
Ik 1 1 ^ 

Ca) » Ik not fo anxious. When thou flak be 
nndr fs i f i k ml , and confort of i king, tl ou 
mivf, 1 k k uc oceanic nally perplexed by the 
intnea u ah urs vvlieh aiife from exuberance of 
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wealth, but wilt then think lightly of this tranfient 
afilidion, efpecially when thou flialt have a fon 
(and a fon thou wilt have) bright as the riling 

day- liar. ‘Know alfo with certainty, that the 

body muft necefl'arily, at the appointed moment, 
be feparated from the foul : who, then, can be iin- 
modeiately afflktcd, when the weaker bounds of 
extrinfick relations are loofened, or e^cn broken ? 

6V/e. \F ailing at his My father, I thus 

humbly declare my veneiation for you. 

Cun. Excellent girl, may my effort for thy hap- 
pinefs prove fuccefsful. 

Sac. S^Appiomhing her tivo companions.^ Come, 
then, my beloved friends, embrace me together. 

\^hiy embrace her. 

Ann. My friend, if the virtuous monarch fhould 
not at once recollect you, only ihow him the ring 
on which his own name is engraved. 

Sac. [^Startwg.^ My heart flutters at the bare 
apprehenfion which you have raifed. 

Pri. Fear net, fvvect Sacontala : love always 
raifes ideas of mifery, whkh aie feldom or nc’vcr 
realifed. 

Sdrn. Holy fage, the fun has lifen to a confide- 
rablc height : let the queen haflen her departure. 

Sac. [ dgain embuicmg Canna.] When, my fa- 
ther, oh! when again fhall 1 behold this afylum of 
virtue ? 

Can. Daughter, when thou flialt long have been 
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wedded, like this fruitful earth, to the pious mo- 
narch, and {halt ha^ e borne him a fon, whofe car 
{ball be matchlcfs in battle, thy lord {ball transfer 
to him the burden of empire, and thou, with thy 
DuPnmaiita, ftialt again feek tranquillity, before 
thy final departure, in this loved and confecrated 
grove, 

GW. My child, the proper time for our jour- 
pcdles awaj rapidly, futikr thy father to return. 

Go, venerable man, go back to thy manfion, 

liom which flic is doomed to be fo long abfent. 

Sweet clnkl, this delay interrupts my reli- 
gious duties. 

Sac* You, my father, will jerform them long 
w ithout lorrow ; but I, alas ! am dellinccl to bear 
all! R Hon. 

fVw, O ! my daughter, compel me not to neg- 

led my daily devotions,. — No, my 

lo’-i )w will not be diininiflicd. — Can it ceafe, iny 
beloved, when the plants which rife luxuriantly 
fioin the h illowed gi tins which thy hand has ftrowii 
Ktou my cottage, are continually in my fight? — 
Go, ma) thy journey profper. 

j S<icontaia gois out ^vi/h Gautam and the 
Mv! Mijras*^ 

Hf t!' \ Looking npn Sacontala n)dith an 

^uijh,\ Alas’ alas’ our beloved is hidden by the 
thick trees, 

Latu My children, finre )our friend is at length 
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departed, check your immoderate grief, and fol- 
low me. hack. 

Both. Holy father, the grove will be a perfedl 
vacuity without Sacontala. 

Can. Your affe^^ion will certainl}^ give it that 

appearance. \Ue *walks round, medttating.'\ — 

Ah me ! — Yes ; at laft my weak mind has attained 
its due firmnefs after the departure of my Sacon- 
talL — In truth a daughter muft fooner or later be 
the property of another ; and, having now fent her 
to her lord, I find my foul clear and undifturbed, 
like that of a man who has reftored t(t its owner 
an ineftimable depofit which he long had kept with 
folicitude. 
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ACT V. 

SCENE, Palace. 

An old Chamberlain, fghing* 
Chamh€rlainm 

AlAS! what a decrepit old age have I attained! 
- — -This wand, which I firft held for the difeharge 
of my cuftomary duties in the fecret apartments o£ 
my prince, is now my fupport, whilft I walk feebly 
through the multitude of years which I have paffed. 

•! muft now mention to the king, as he goes 

through the palace, an event which concerns him- 
felf . it mull not be delayed. — \_Ad^anang Jlo^lyS\ 
— What is it? — Oh! I recolleft: the devout pupils 

of Canna defire an audience. How ftrange a 

thing is human life ’ — The intelleds of an old man 
feein at one time luminous, and then on a fudden 
are involved in darknefs, like the flame cf a lamp 

at the point of extindion. [He <walh round and 

looks, '\ — Ihere is Duflimanta: he has been attend- 
ing to his people, as to his own family ; and now 
with a tranquil heart feeks a folitary chamber ; as 
an elephant the chief of his herd, having grazed 
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the whole morning, and being heated by the me- 
ridian fun, repairs to a cool ftation during the op- 

preflivc heats. Since the king is juft rifcn from 

his tribunal, and muft be fatigued, I am almoft 
afraid to inform kirn at prefent that Ganna’s pupils 
are arrived : yet how fhould they who fupport na- 
tions enjoy reft ? — The fun yokes his bright fteeds 
for the labour of many hours ; the gale breathes by 
night and by day ; the prince of ferpents continu- 
ally fuftains the weight of this earth , and equally 
inceflant is the toil of that man, whofe revenue 
arifes from a fixth part of his people’s income. 

[//<? abouio 

Enter Duftimanta, Madhavya, and Atiendams, 
Dvfim, \Lookjng opprejftd nxjjth hnJi?iffsA[ K\er}- 
petitioner having attained juftice, is departed liap- 
py ; but kings who perform their duties confeien- 
tioufly are afflifted without end. — The anxietv ot 
acquiring dominion gives extieme pain ; and when 
it is firmly eftablilhed, the cares of fupporting the 
nation inceflantly harafs the fovereign ; as a Luge 
umbrella, of which a man carries the ftafF in hjs 
own hand, fatigues while it fliades him. 

Behind the feenes. May the king be \idforious! 

^nxjo Bards repeat fianzas* 

Eirjl Bard, Thou feekeft not thy own plcafurt 
no ; it is for the people that thou art haraffed fu'i\i 
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day to day. Such, when thou waft created, was 
the difpofition implanted in thy foul! Thus a 
branchy tree bears on his head the fcorching fun- 
beams, while his broad lhade allays the fever of 
thofe who feek Ihelter under him. 

!^ccond Bard. When thou wieldeft the rod of ju- 
ftice, thou bringeft to order all thofe who have 
deviated from the path of virtue ; thou biddeft 
contention ceafe : thou waft formed for the prefer- 
vation of thy people : thy kindred poflefs, indeed, 
confidcrable wealth ; but fo boundlefs is thy affec- 
tion, that all thy fubjc6is are confidered by thee as 
thy kinfmen. 

Dnjhm, \Lifiemr}g.'\ That fwcet poetry refrefhes 
me after the toil of giving judgements and puMlck 
orders. 

Mddh. Yes; as a tired bull is rcfrefltcd when 
the people fay, There goes the lord of cattle.’’ 

Dujhm. Oh! art thou here, my friend: 

let ub take our feats together. 

[The king and Madhavya fit down. — 
Mujtck behind the Jcines,'\ 

Mddh. Lillen, my royal friend. I hear a well- 
tuned Vina founding, as if it were in co.icert with 
the lutes of the gods, from yonder apartment.— 
The queen Hanfamati is preparing, I imagine, to 
greet you with a new fong, 

Dvjkm* jBe fiient, that I may liften^ 
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^hanin \AJtde,'\ The king’s mind feethS hitot 
on fonie other bnfinefs. I muft wait his lelfure/'^ 

\_Re tiring on one JidL 

SONG. [Behind the /cenes*^ 

** Sweet bee, who, defirous of extra6ling frelh 
“ honey, waft wont to kifs the foft border of the 
** new-blown Amra flower, how canft thou now 
** be fatisfied with the water lily, and forget the 

firft objc(fl of thy love?’’ 

Dujhm, The ditty breathes a tender paflion. 

Mddh, Docs the king know its meaning ? It is 
too deep for me. 

Dujhm, [Smiling,'] I was once in love with Han- 
famati, and am now reproved for continuing fo 
long abfent from her.-, Friend Madhavya, in- 

form the queen in my name tliat I feel the reproof. 

Mddh, As the king commands , but- 

Jlonjoly ,] — My friend, you are going to fei/e a fharp 
lancc with another man’s hand. I cannot relifti 
your commiflion to an enraged woman, — A hermit 
cannot be happy till he has taken leave of all paf- 
lions whatever. 

Dujhm, Go, my kind friend : the urbanity ot 
thy difeourfe will appeafe her. 

Mddh, What an errand I [He goes out, 

Dujhnu \j4fide.] Ah! what makes me fo melan 
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choly on h^a^ring^ a jncre fong on abfcnjce, wto I 
am not in fad lep^rated from any real objed of 
my affedion ? — perhaps the fadnefs of men, other- 
wife happy, on feeing beautiful forms and liftening 
to fweet melody, arifes from fome faint remem- 
brance of paft joys and the traces of connedlions in 
a former ftate of exiftencc. 

[i/<? Jits penjt<i^e and forro^fuh 

Cham, [^Advancing humbly,^ May our fovereign 

be vidorious! -Two religious men, with fome 

women, are come from their abode in a foreft near 
the Snowy Mountains, and bring a meflage from 
Canna. — The king will command. 

Dujhm, \Surprij€d,'\ What! are pious hermits ar- 
rived in the company of women ? 

Cham, It is even fo. 

Dujhm, Order the prieft Somarata, in my name, 
to fhew them due reverence in the form appointed 
by the Vedaj and bid him attend me. I lliall wait 
for my holy guefts in a place fit for their recep- 
tion. 

Cham, I obey. [//<? goes out, 

Dujhm, Wardour, point the way to the hearth 
of the con ftc rated fire. 

Ward, This, O king, this is the way. \^He 

mialks before,'] — Here is the entrance of the hal- 
lowed enclofurc; and there (lands the venerable 
eow to be milked for the facrifice, looking bright 
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from the recent fprinkling of myilick water. — Let 
the king aP'cnd. 

[Dufhmanta is rat fed to the place of facufiii 
on the P:!Oulders of his Wat dour s, 

Duf^m, What meflage can the pions Canna ha\ c 
font me ? — Has the devotion of his pupils been im 
peded by e\il fpirits — or by what other calamity? 
•—Or has any harm, alas! befallen the poor herd, 
who graze in the hallowed foreft ? — Or have the 
fins of the king tainted the flowers and fruits of 
the creepers planted by female liermits ? — My mind 
is entangled in a labyrinth of confufed apprehtn- 
fions. 

Ward, What our fo\crcign imagines, cannot pof 
fibly have happened ; fince the licrmitage has bet n 
rendered fecure from e\ il by the mere found of his 
bou firing. The pious men, whom the king’s be- 
nevolence has made happ)., are come, 1 prefuuK, 
to do him homage. 

r Sarngarava, Saradwata, ard Gamami, haa 
Saconlalti by thu hand ^ and before them 

Chamberlain and the Prieft. 

Cham, This way, rv.fpcd;able ffrangers ; come 
this way. 

Sum, My friend Saradnata, there fits the king 
of men, who has felicity at command, yet fltoivs 
equal refped to all : here no fubjed* even of the 
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lowed ckfs, is received with contempt. Never- 
tjiokfb, my foul having ever been free from attach- 
ment to worldly things; I confider this health, al- 
though a crowd now furround it, as the ftation 
merely of confecrated fire. 

Sdrad. I was not lefs confounded than yourfelf 
on entering the populous city ; but now I look on 
it, as a man juft bathed in pure water, on a man 
fmeared with oil and duft, as the pure on the im- 
puie, as the waking on the fleeping, as the free 
man on the caj^tive, as the independent on the 
Have. 

A/fy?. Thence it is, that men, like you two, arc 
fo elevated above other mortals. 

[Percetvtfig a bad Venerable mother, 

1 feel my right eye throb ! What means this invo- 
luntary motion ? 

Gaui* Heaven avert the omen, my fweet child ! 
May every delight attend thee! [T hey all ad^anre* 

Pfuft, [Shc<v3tMg the ktng to lh(m»\ There, holy 
men, is the protestor of the people; who has takcii 
his feat, and expels you. 

Sihtu This is what we wilhcd ; yet v^e have 
private intereft in the bufinefs. It is ever thus: 
trees are bent by the abundance of their fruit ; 
clouds are brought low, when they teem with ja- 
lubrious rain ; and the real benefaftors of mankind 
are not elated by riches* 
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IVard, O king, the holy gaefts appear before 
you with placid looks, indicating their afTe^ion* 

Dujhm, [Crtfa/z/g Sacontala.] Ah! what dam- 
iel is that, whofe mantle conceals the far greater 

part of her beautiful form ? She looks, among 

the hermits, like a frefli green bud among faded 
and yellow leaves. 

Ward* This at leaft, O king, is apparent ; that 
(he has a form which deferves to be feen more dif- 
tindly. 

Dufim. Let her ftill be covered : (he feems preg- 
nant; and the wife of another mull not be feen 
even by me. 

Sac, \^AJide, fwtth her hand to her hofom,^ O my 

heart, why doft thou palpitate ? Remember the 

beginning of thy lord's affedlion, and be tranquil. 

Friejl, May the king profper! The refpe(flable 
guefts have been honoured as the law ordains ; and 
they have now a meflage to deliver from their fpi- 
ritual guide : let the king deign to hear it. 

Dujhm, [With reference, I am attentive. 

BothMiJras, [Extending thetr hands Viftory at- 
tend thy banners ! 

Dujhm, I refpeftfully greet you both. 

Both, Bleffings on our fovereign I 

Dujhin, Has your devotion been uninterrupted ? 

Sdrn, How (hould our rites be dillurbed, when 
thou art the preferver of all creatures? How, wh^n 
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die bright fun blazes, Ihould darknefs cover the 
world f 

Dujhm. \AJtde,"\ The name of royalty produces, 

I fuppofe, all worldly advantages ! 

Does the holy Canna then profper ? 

Sam* O king, they who gather the fruits of de- 
votion may command profperity. He firft inquires 
affectionately whether thy arms are fuccefsful, and 

then addreffes thee in thefe words : 

Dujhm, What are his orders ? 

Sdrn* “ The contraCl of marriage, reciprocally 
made between thee and this girl, my daughter, 
I confirm with tender regard; fmee thou art 
** celebrated as the moft honourable of men, and 
my Sacontala is Virtue herfelf in a human form, 
** no blafphemous complaint will henceforth be 
made againft Brahma for fuffering difcordant 
matches : he has now united a bride and bride- 
groom with qualities equally tranfeendent. — 
“ Since, therefore, (he is pregnant by thee, receive 
her in thy palace, that fhe may perform, in con- 
** junaion with thee, the duties preferibed by re- 
ligioii.*' 

Gaut, Great king, thou haft a mild afpea; and 
I wifh to addrefs thee in few words. 

Bujhm* [Smiling.'] Speak, venerable matron* 
Gtmt. She waited not the return of her fpiritual 
father; nor were thy kindred confnlted by thee. 
You two only were prefent, when your nuptials 
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were folcmnizcd : now, therefore, converfe freely 
together in the abfence of all others. 

Sac. [Jjtiie.] What will my lord Ciy? 

Dt(/i>m. \Ajtdcy perplexed.^ How ft range an ad- 
venture ! 

Sac. Ah me! how difdainfull)/ he feeins 

to receive the meflage ! 

Sdm. {Ajide.^ What means that phrafe which I 

©verheatd, How ftrange an advcntuie ? 

\AtQ^ld,^^ — Monarch, thou knoweft the hearts of 
men. Let a wife behave ever fo difctcetly, the 
world will think ill of her, if flie live only with 
het paternal kinfmen ; and a lawful wife now iv- 
quefts, as her kindred alfo humbl\ entreat, that 
whether fhe be loved or not, (he may pafs her days 
in the manfion of her huft)and. 

lyuJJjm. What fayft thou ! — Am I the lady’s huf- 
band ? 

Sac, \AJtde, fwjth angvijl?.\ O my heart, thv 
fcais have proved jufl. 

Sam, Does it become a magnificent piiuce to 
depart from the rules of religion and honour, 
merely becaufe he repents of his engagements ? 

Du/I^jn, With what hope of fiiccefs coidd tliis 
groundlefs fable have been invented ? 

Sam. \^Angrdy,\ '1 he minds of thofe whom 
power intoxicates are pcrjxjtually changing, 

Dujhm. I am reproved wdth too great feverit) . 
[To Sacontala.J Be not afhamed, my fwcci 
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child ! let me take off thy mantle, tliat the king 
may recoiled thee. [6’y^c' un<viils hir* 

Dujhm. [ Apde^ looking at Sacontala. ] While 1 am 
doubtful whether this unblemidied beauty which is 
difplayed before me has not been poffeffed by an- 
other, I refemble a bee fluttering at the clofe ot 
night over a bloflbm filled with dew ; and in this 
flate of mind, I neither can enjoy nor forfake her. 

IPurd, \Afide to Du flt manta.] The king bed 
knows his rights and his duties: but who would 
hefitate when a woman, bright as a gem, brings 
luftre to the apartments of his palace ? 

Sdrfu What, O king, does thy ftrange filence 
import ? 

Difjhm, Holy man, I have been meditating again 
and again, bur ha\e no recolledion of my marriage 
with this lad\ , How then can 1 lay afide all con- 
fideration of my military tribe, and admit into m\ 
palace a young woman who is pregnant by another 
hufband ? 

\Aftdt'd\ Ah! wo is me. — Can there be a 
doubt even of our nuptials ? — The tree of my hope, 
which had rifen fo luxuriantly, is at once broken 
down. 

Sdi n. Beware, left the godlike fage, who would 
have beftowed on thee, as a free gift, his ineftima- 
blc troafure, which thou hadft taken, like a bafe 
roblx^r, Ihould now ceafe to think of thee, who 
art lawfully married to his daughter, and Ihould 
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coniine all his thoughts to her whom thy perfi^y^ 
difgraces. 

Sdrad, Reft a while, my Samgarava ; and thou, 
Sacontala, take thy turn to fpeak ; fincc thy lord 
has declared his forgetfulnefs. 

Sac, \^AJtde,^ If his aife€Iion has ceafed, of what 
ufe will it be to recall his remembrance of me? — 
Yet, if my foul mud endure torment, be it fo : I 

will fpeak to him S^Aloud to Dulhmanta.] — O 

my hulband !■■■.- . \ PauJitig,\ — Or (if the juft appli- 
cation of that facred word be ftill doubted by thee) 
O fon of Puru, is it becoming, that, having been 
once enamoured of me in the confec rated foreft, 
and having ftiown the excefs of thy paflion, thoii- 
fliouldft this day deny me with bitter exprefftons ? 

Dujhm, \C(yvering hs eais,'\ Be the crime re- 
moved from my foul ! — TIiou haft been inftru^Ied 
for fomc bafe purpofe to \ ilify me, and make me 
fall from the dignity which I have hitherto fup- 
ported ; as a river which has burft its banks and 
altered its placid current, o\ erthrows the trees tliat 
had rifen aloft on them. 

Sac, If thou fayft this merely from want of re- 
colledion, I will reftore thy memory by producing 
thy own ring, with thy name engraved on it I 

Dujhm, A capital invention ! 

Sac, \Looktng at her jjiugcr,^ Ah me! I have no 
ring. [•S/x* fixes her eyes <with angt^Jh on Gautami« 

Qaut, The fatal ring mull have dropped, my 
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child, from thy hand, when thou tookcft up whites 
to pour on thy head in the pool of Sachitirt’ha» 
near the ftation of Sacr^vatara. 

Dvjhm. [Smiling.^ So (kilful arc women in find- 
ing ready excufes ! 

Sac, The power of Brahma muft prevail : I will 
yet mention one circumftance, 

DuJJjm, I muft fubmit to hear the tale. 

Sac, One day, in a grove of Vetafas, thou 
tookeft water in thy hand from its natural vafe of 

lotos leaves 

Dujhm, What followed ? 

Sac, At that inftant a little fawn, which I had 
reared as my own child, approached thee; and 
thou faidft with benevolence : Drink thou firft, 

gentle fawn.’* He would not drink from the 
hand of a ft ranger, but received water eagerly 
from mine; when thou faidft, with increafing’'^- 
fe^tion : Thus every creature loves its compa- 

" nions; you are both forefters alike, and both 
alike amiable. ” 

Dujhm, By fuch interefted and honied falfehooda 
are the fouls of voluptuaries enfnared ! 

• Gaut, Forbear, illuftrious prince, to fp>-ak harlh- 
ly. She was bred in a facred grove where fhe 
learned no guile. 

Dujhm, Pious matron, the dexterity of females, 
even when they are untaught, appears in thofe of 
a fpeciea diffbrent from our own.— What would it 
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tli^y were duly inflruftedl — The female C6- 
ote, before they fly towards the firmament, lea\e 
lllfcir eggs to be hatched, and their young fed, by 
birds who have no relation to them. 

Sac, anger, ^ Oh! void of honour, thou 

Jtteafureft all the world by thy own bad heait, 
Wliat prince ever refemblcd, or ever will rcfcmble, 
thee, who weareft the garb of religion and \ irtue, 
but in truth art a l^afe deceiver , like a dccj) well 
whofe mouth is covered with fmiling plants ! 

Dujhm, The riifticity of her ediicatiou 

makes her fpeak thus angrily and inconfiitenti) 
with female decorum. — She looks indignant , hci 
eye glows; and her fpeech, formed of harih terms, 
falters as five utters them. Her lip, ruddy as the 
fiimba fruit, quivers as if it were nipped w ith troll ; 
and her eyebrow s, naturally fmooth and equal, are 
at once irregularly contrafted. — Ihus having faded 
in circumventing me by the apparent lullre ot lini- 
plicity, die ha& rccourfe to wrath, and fnaps ni 
two the bow of Caina, which, if flie had not be- 
longed to anothci, rmglit have wounded jne. 

\AloudA \ — llic hcait of HulbiiidiUa, voung w oman, 
is known to all , and thine is betrav cd b} thy pro- 
fent dcmeaiK'i. 

S^ho7iu(ilh.\ You kings aiC in all cafes to 
be cicditcd implKitlv : )ou perfe^y|c.44auw the re- 
v\ hicli is due to v iitue and to mankind; while 
females, however modclf, howeveo w|tuous, know 
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Hoihing, and fpeak nothing trtilf«*-^{i!iLa haf^ 
Iffittr I came hither to feek the obj^ of my 
^0 ^ in a happy rtiortioftt 1 received the hftnd 
prince defcended ^om Poru ; a prince who had 
won my confidence by the honey of hi$ WOrds^ 
whilft his heart concealed the weapon that wm 
pierce mine. Jl^rdirs her fact 9 ai^ 

Sdrti. lliis infufFerablc mutability of the klng^ 
temper kindles my wrath. — Henceforth let all 
circumfpei^ before they form fecret connexions : a 
fnendlhip hallily contraXed, when both hearts arc 
not perfeXly known, muft ere long become enmity, 
Du/hm, Wouldft thou force me then to commit 
an enormous «rime, rcl) ing fulely on lier fmooth 
fpeeches ? 

Sdrn. Sfcornfully?^ Thou haft heaid an anfwer. 
^'"I’he words of an incomparable girl, who never 
learned what iniquity was, are here to receive no 
credit ; while tlicy, whofe learning confifts in ac* 
Cttfing others, and inquiring into crimes, are th^ 
only perfons who fpeak truth ! 

Dnjhm. O man of unimpeached veracity, I cer- 
tainly am what thou deferibeft; but what woabdl 
be gained by accufmg thy female aflbeiate I 
iiam. Eternal niiiery. 

Dujhm, No; miftry will ne\er be the portion 

defci^danrs. 

Sum. Mftdt zvsah our altercation ? — O kinj^ 
we have obejpciBthc commands oi our preceptor* 
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aAd now return. Sacontala is by law thy wife, 
whether thou defert or acknowledge her , and the 
dominion of a huftand k ^bfolute. — Go before us, 
Gautami. [ The Mtfras and Gautami returning^ 

Sac. I have been deceived by this perhdious 
man ; but will you, my friends, will you alfo for- 
fake me ^ \^hollQfiving ihim. 

Gaut. \Loohng back,'\ My fon, Sacontala follows 
us with affcdionate fupplications. What can fhe 
do here with a faithlefs hulband, Ihe who is all 
tendernefs ? 

Sdrn. \^Angrtlj to Sacontala.] O wife, who feeft 
the faults of* thy lord, doll thou defire indepen- 
dence ? [Sacontala and it t miles. 

Sat ad. Let the queen hear. If thou beeft what 
the king proclaims thee, what right hail thou to 
complain ^ But if thou knoweft the purity of thy 
own foul. It will become thee to wait as a hand- 
maid in the manfion of thy lord. Stay, then, 
where thou art . we muft return to Canna. 

Dujhm. Deceive her not, holy men, with vam 
expedlations. T he moon opens the night flower , 
and the fun makes the w atcr lily bloffom , each u 
confined to its own objed . and thus a virtuous 
man abftains from any connexion with the wife of 
another. 

Sam. Yet thou, O king, wh«l to o%(ld 

idigion and virtue, art not af^ai^ defert thy 
wedded wife; pretending that t]|| variety of thy 
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publick affairs has made thee forget thy privaife 
contrad. 

DTtJhm^ \To his Prfeft,^ I really have no remem- 
brance of any fuch engagement ; and I afle thee, 
my fpiritual counfellor, whether of the two offences 
be the greater, to forfake my own wife, or to havt 
an intercourfe with the wife of another ? 

Prieji, \^After fome dt liberation We may adopt 
an expedient between both. 

Let my venerable gnide command. 

Prieji, The young woman may dwell till her de- 
livery in my houfe. 

Dujhm, For what purpofe ? 

Prteji, Wife aftrologers have affured the king, 
that he will be the father of an illuftrious prince, 
whofe dominion will be bounded by the wefteAi 
and eaftern feas : now, if the holy man's daughter 
fhall bring forth a fon whofe hands and feet beAr 
the marks of cxtcnfive fovereignty, I will do ho- 
mage to her as my queen, and conduct her to the 
royal apartments; if not, fhe fhall return in due 
time to her father. 

'Dujhm, Be it as you judge proper. 

Prteji, [To Sacontala.] This way, my daughter 5 
follow me. 

Sac. O earth! mild goddefs, give me a place 
^4riihm thy BiJfcm ! 

\Sm^es out seeping njoith the Prieji; fwhile 
fiSt" tito Mifras go out by a dijhmr 
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•with Gautami. Dulhmanta flmids 

meditating on the beauty of Sacontala ; 
hut the imprecation fill clouds his me-> 
mory, ] 

Behind the fcenes. Oh ’ miraculous event * 

Dujhm^ \LiflenmgJ\ What can have happened ^ 

The Prieft fe-entirs. 

Brief, Hear, O king, the ftupendous e^cnt. 
When Ganna’s pupils had departed, Sacontala, be- 
wailing her adverfe fortune, extended her arms and 
wept, when 

Dujhm, What then > 

Brief, A body of light, in a female lhape, de- 
fccndcd near Apfaraftirt’ha, where the nymphs of 
heaven are woi duped , and having caught her 
haftily in her bofom, difappearcd. 

[All exprefs afonifment, 

Dvfjm, I fufpeded from the beginning fome 
work of forcery, — Ihe bufincfs is over, and it is 
needlefs to reafon more on it. — Let thy mmd. So- 
marata, be at reft, 

Bruf, May the king be vidlonous. 

[He goes out. 

Dujhm. Chamberlain, I ha\e been greatly har- 
raffed , and thou, Warddr, go before me to a place 
of repofe. 

Ward, This way , let the king come this way. 

J) ijhm, [ idvanci g^ afde.\ I c^mot with ali 
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my efforts recolledl my nuptials with the daughter 
of the hermit , yet fo agitated is my heart, that it 
almoft induces me to bchevc her ftory. 

[^// go out* 
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ACT VI. 


SCENE, a Streft. 

EftUr a Superintendent of Police nuith tnvo Officers^ 
leading a man njoith his hands hound. 

Firji Officer, \^Str iking the prifoner.~\ 

Take that, Cumbhilaca, if Cumbhilaca be thy 
name; and tdl us now where thou gotteft this 
ring, bright with a large gem, on which the king’s 
name is engraved. 

Cumhh. \Trembling.'\ Spare me, I ehtreat your 
honours to fparc me : I am not guilty of fo great 
a crime as you fufped. 

Firft Off. O dilluiguifhed Brdimen, didft thou 
then receive it from the king as a reward of fome 
important fervice ? 

Cumhh. Only hear me: I am a poor filherman 
dwelling at Sacravatara 

Second Off. Did we afk, thou thieff about thy 
^ibe or tliy du eiling place ? 

Sup, O Suchaca, let the fellow tell bis c/Wn ftoiry* 
— Now conceal nothing, firrah. 
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Ttrft Off, Doft thou hear? Do as our mafter 
commands, 

Cumhh, I am a man who fupport my family by 
catching filh in nets, or with hooks, and by \ari- 
ous other contri\ ances. 

Sup, {Lnughing,^ A virtuous way of gaining a 
livelihood ! 

Cumbh, Blame me not, mafter. The occupation 
of our forefathers, how low foever, muft not be 
forfaken j and a man who kills animals for fale may 
have a tender heart though his ad be cruel. 

Sup, Go on, go on, 

Cumhh, One day having caught a large Rohita. 
fifh, I cut it open, and faw this bright ring in its 
ftomach ; but when I offered to fell it, I was ap- 
prehended by your honours. So fiir only am I 
guilty of taking the ring. Will you now continue 
beating and bruifing me to death ? 

Sup, [Smelliug the ring,'] It is certain, Jaluca, 
that this gem has been in the body of a fifti. lire 
cafe requires confideration ; and I will mention it 
to fome of the king’s houfehold. 

Both Off, Come on, cutpurfe. [They advance* 

Sup, Stand here, Suchaca, at the great gate of 
the city, and wait for me, while I fpeak to fome 
of the officers in the palace. 

S^h Off. Go, Rajayudla. May the king favour 
tjiee. [The Superintendent goes out. 
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Second Off. Our mafter will Hay, I fear, a long 
while. 

Ftrji Off. Yes, accefs to kings can only be had 
at their Icifure. 

Second Off, The tij s of my fingers itch, my 
friend Jaluea, to kill this cutpurfc. 

Cumbh. You would put to death an innocent 
man. 

Firfl Off, [looking ] Here comes our mafter.— 
The king has decided quickly. Now, Cumbhi- 
laca, you will tithcr fee your companions again, 
or be the food of fli ik ils and vultures. 

Superintend nt rc eitirs. 

Sup. Let the fifticrman immcdiatel) — 

Cutnhh. [In an agonj ] Oh* I am a dead man* 

Sup. be difcharged. — Hola* fet him at li- 

berty. The king fays he knows his innocence, 
and his ftory is true. 

Second Off. As our mafter commands The 

fellow IS brought back from the manfion of Yama, 
>0 which he was hallcnmg. 

[Unbinding the fijhermanm 

Cumhh. [Boeing ] My lord, I owe my life to 
your kindnefs. 

Sup. Rife, friend, and hear wi|Ji delight tha>: 
|hc king gives thee a fum of money equal tq the 
full value ot the ring . it is a fortune to a mah ii|i 
Ihy ftation, [Giving him the 
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Cumhh, [With rapture,^ I am tranfported with 

Joy* 

hirfl Off, This vagabond feems to be taken down 
from the (take, and ftt on the back of a Hate ele- 
phant. 

hcLond Off, The king, I fuppofc, has a great af- 
fedtion for his gem. 

Sup, Not lor its intrinfick ^ 'iliie , but I guelTed 
the caufe of his eefrafy v\hen he fau it. 

Both Off, What could octafion it ? 

Sup, I fiifped that it calle 1 to his memory fomc 
perfon who has a place in his heart ; for though 
his mind be natural!) him, )et, from the moment 
when he beheld the ring, he was for fome minutes 
excelTnel)^ agitated. 

Second Off, Our mafter has given the king ex- 
treme pleafure. 

rttji Off, Yes; and by the means of this fifh- 
catchcr. [ Looking fici^cly at him, 

Cumhh, Be not angry — Half the money fhall be 
divided between you to purchafe wine, 

Ftrff Off, Oh ! now thou art our beloved friend. 
^Good wine is the firft objedl of our affedfion. — 
Ixt us go togeihcr to the vintner's. 

[ffhey all g»6ut. 
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SCENE, the Garden of the Palace. 

^he Nymph Mifracesi appears in the air^ 

Mtfr» My firfl; tafk was duly performed when I 
went to bathe in the Nymphs' pool , and I now 
muft fee with my own eyes how the \irtuous king 

is afflifted. Sacontala is dear to this heart, be- 

caufe fhe is the daughter of my beloved Menaca, 

from whom I received both commifTions. \^She 

looks round,\ — Ah' on a day full of delights the 
monarch's family feem opprefled with fome new 

forrow. -By exerting my fupernatural power I 

could know what has paffed ; but refped muft be 
ftiown to the defire of Menaca. I will retire, 
therefore, among thofe plants, and obferve what is 
done without being vifible. 

dejeendsy and takes her fat ion* 

Enter t*wo dam f els, attendants on the God of Lorue, 

Ekf Damf, \Looking at an Amra floret ^ The 
bloflbms of yon Amra, waving on the green ftalk, 
are frefti and light as the breath of this vernal 
month. 1 muft prefent the goddefs Rcti wdth a 
balket of them. 

Second Damf Why, my Parabhritica, doft tho^ 
mean to prefent it alone ? 
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Ftrft Damf, O my friend Madhucariea, when a 
female Cocila, which my name implies, fees a 
blooming Amra, fhe becomes entranced, and lofes 
her recolledion. 

Second Damf, \With tranfportS\ What ^ is the 
feafon of fwetts adlually returned ^ 

Firji Damf Yes, the feafon in which we mufl 
fing of nothing but wine and loie. 

Second Damf, Support me, then, bile I climb 
up this tree, and drip it of its fragrant gems, which 
we will carry as an offering to Cama. 

FirJi Damf. If I affift, I mull have a moiety of 
the reward which the god w ill bellow. 

Second Damf To be fure, and without any pre- 
vious bargain. W'e are only one foul, you know, 

though Brahma has given it two bodies.- 

climbs npf and gathers the fio<wersJ\ — Ah * the buds 
are hardly opened. Here is one a little expand- 
ed, which diffufes a charming odour \TahHg 

a handful of buds.'] — 1 his flower is facred to the 
god who bears a fifh on his banner. — O fwcet blof- 
fom, which I now confecrate, thou well defervell 
to point the fixth arrow of Camade’v a, who now 
takes his bow to pierce myriads of youth ul hearts. 

throws donJon a hloffom. 

The old Chamberlain enters, 

[Angril).^ Dtfift from breaking off thofe 
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half-opened buds : there will be no jubilee this 
year ; our king has forbidden it. 

Both Damf, Gh ! pardon us. W e really knew 
not the prohibition. 

C ham, Y ou knew it not ’ — Even the trees which 
the fpring was decking, and the birds who pearch 
on them, fympathi/e with our monarch. Thence 
it is, that yon buds, which ha^e long appeared, 
Ihed not yet their prolifick duft , and the flower of 
the Curuvaca, though perfeiflly formed, remains 
veiled in a clofed chalice , while the voice of the 
Cocila, though the cold dews fall no more, is 
fixed within his throat ; and even Smara, the god 
of defire, replaces the (haft half-drawn from his 
quiver. 

Mifr, The king, no doubt, is conftant 

and tender hearted. 

Ftrft Damf, A few days ago Mitravafu, the go- 
vernor of our province, difpatched us to kifs the 
feet of the king, and we come to decorate his 
groves and gardens with various emblems : thence 
it is, that we heard nothing of his interdid. 

Cham, Beware then cf reiterating your ofience. 

Second Damf, To obey our lord will certainly be 
our delight ; but, if we are permitted to hear the 
ftory^ tell us, we pray, what has induced 0\xtt6^ 
vereign to forbid the ufual fellivity. 

Mi/r, Kings are generaliy fond df gay 
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entertainments ; and there muft be fome weighty 
rcafon for the prohibition. 

Cham. [AJid The affair is public k. : v^]ly 

fhould I not fatisfy them ^ [^Jloud.'] — Ifas not 

the calamitous defertion of Sacontala reached your 
ears ^ 

Fuji Damf. We heard her frorn the gover- 
nor, as far as the fight of the fat f mg, 

Cham. Then I ha\e little to add. When the 

king’s memory was reftoied, by the u Jit ot hii 
gem, he inllantly exclaimed . “ Yes, the incom- 
“ parable Sacontala is my liwful wife; and when 

“ I rejeified her, I had my reafon.” He 

fhowed ftrong marks of exireme afhidion and pe- 
nitence ; and from that moment he has abhorred 
the pleafurts of life. No longer docs he exert his 
refpedable talents from day to day for th'^ good of 
his jieople : he proloni's Lis nights without clofmg 
his eyes, perpetually rolling on the edge of his 
couch ; and when lie rifts, he pronounces not one 
fentence aptly ; miflaking the names of the wo- 
men in his apartments, and through diftradion, 
calling each of them Sacontala : then he fits abafh- 
ed, with his hea<l long bent on his knees. 

Mijr. S^ljtdc.\ This is pealing to me, ^ery 
pleafing. 

Cham. By rcafon of the deep forrow which 
now prevails in liis heart, the \erual jubilee has 
been interdided. 
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Both Damf, The prohibition is hi^ly proper. 

Behind the fienes* Make way ! The king it 
pafTing. 

Cham, [Lijiemng,^ Here comes the monarch : 
depart therefore, damfels, to your own province, 
\T he t<wo Damjeh go out, 

Dufhmanta enteti m penitential nvtcds^ piecedtd hj a 
WardtVy and attended bj Madhavya. ^ 

Cham, ^Looking at the ktng,^ Ah! how majeftick 
are noble forms in every habiliment ! — Our prince, 
even in the garb of affli6:ion, is a venerable obje6l, 
— Though he has abandoneil pleafure, ornaments, 
and bufmefs ; though he is become fo thin, that 
his golden bracelet falls loofened even down to his 
wrift ; the ugh his lips are patched with the heat of 
his fighs, and his eyes are fixed open by long for- 
row and want of fl^p, yet am I by the 

blaze of virtue which beams in his countenance 
like a diantoiid exquifittly pohfhed. 

Mi/r, [Ajide, gazjhg on Dulhmanta,] With good 
reafon is my bekned Sacontala, though difgrated 
and rejefted, heavily oppreffed with grief through 
the abfence of this youth. 

Dujhm, [ 4 (hum Ling Jlonvljf in deep meditation, 
When m) darling with an antelope's e^es 
ha\e reminded me of our love, I was ^ffuredly 
numbering, but excefs of mifery has av/akenetl 
me. 
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Mtfr. The charming girl will at laft be 

happy. 

Mddh^ \^Afidtd\ This monarch of ours it. caught 
again in the gale of aiFeftion ; and I hardly know 
a remedy for his illnefs. 

Cham. [////; Dulhmanta.] May the king 

be vi(5lorious! — Let him furvey )on fine woodland, 
thefe cool walks, and this blooming garden; where 
he may repofe with plcafurc on banks of deliglit. 

Dujhm. [Ao/ attetidtng to htm.~\ Warder, inform 
the chief minillcr in my name, that having refohed 
on a long abfcnce from the city, I do not mean to 
fit for fome time in the tribunal ; but let him write 
and difpatch to me all the cafes that may arife 
among my fubje(fls. 

IVard. As the king commands. {He goes out* 

Dujhm. \To the Chamberlain*] And thou, Par- 
Tata)ana, neglcdl tiot thy Hated bufmefs. 

Cham, By no means. {He goes out* 

Mddh, You have not left a fly in the garden. — 
Amufe yourfelf now in this retreat, which feems 
pleafed with the departure of the dewy fcafon. 

Dujhrru O Madha\}a, when perfons accufed of 
great offences piovc wholly innocent, fee how their 
accufers are punifhed! — — A phrenfy obftru<^ted 
remembrance of any former love for the 
daughter of the fagej and now the heart-born god, 
i-^ho delights in gi . ing pain, has fixed in his bow ^ 
Ihing a new (haft pointed with the bloffom of an 
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Amra. The fatal ring having refltored my ific- 

mory, fee me deplore with teais of repentance thcf 
lofs of my bcft beloved, whom I rejeded without 
caufe j fee me overwhelmed w ith forrow , even 
while the return of fpring fills the hearts of all 
others with pkafure. 

Madh, Be ftill, my friend, whilft I break Lovers 
arrows with my fiaff. 

[//? Jinked ojf fame Jlo<wers J>om an Amra ini, 

Dvjhm, \_MiditatingS\ Yes, I u know ledge the 

fupreme power of Brahma.— [7o Madhav^a.] 

Where now, my friend, fliall I lit and rctna^e my 
fight with the llender flirubs which bear a faint 
refemblancc to the fhape of Sacontaln ^ 

Mddh, You will foon fee the dainfcl PMlled in 
painting, whom you informed that }ou would 
fpend the in yon bower ol Maclhavt 

creepers, and-"' fhe will bring the queen’s juture 
which you commanded her to dravv. 

Dujhm, My foul will be delighted even b} her 
pi^ure. Show the way to the bovver. 

Mudh, This way, my friend. hoth ad- 

<vance, MifracCsi folknxng thv — d he arbour 
twining M dhavis embdlilhcd widi fragm^rus of 
ftene li** e bright gems, appoais by it-, ph a^anruefs, 

thiiUgli vvithou" voice, to bid thee wekome.^ 

Let us enter it, and k' kated. 

\ I ' y ha fit dQ’wn in the boruofTm 

Mijr, \Afidi j < Fom bchii.d thefe branchy fhruba 
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I fhall beholA the pifture of my Sacontala. — I 
will aftemards haften to report the fmcere affec- 
tion of her hulhand. \^She conceals herfelfm 

Ditfinu [^Sighmg.^ O my approved friend, the 
whole adventure of the hermitage is now frelh in 

my memor). 1 informed you how deeply I was 

affeded b> the firft fight of the danifel ; but when 

fhc was rejcded by me jou uere not prefent 

Her name was often repeated by me (how, indeed, 

fhould it not in our converfation. -What! 

had thou forgotten, as I had, the whole dory ? 

M//;. [AJiJi.'] The fo\ercigns of the world mud 
not, I find, be left an indant without the objeds of 
their love. 

Madh. Oh, no : I have not forgotten it ; but at 
the end of ou^ ifcotitfe you affured me that your 
love tale was invented folely forTOur diverfion ; 
jfiid this, in the fimplicity of my lieah, I believed. 
—Some great event feerns in all this affair to be 
prededined in heaven. 

Mijr. \^AJide,'\ Nothing is more true. 

Dtrfim, SJtia^ing mLditatedA\ O! my friend, fug- 
ged fome relief for my torment. 

Mddh. What new pain torments you ? Virtuous 
men fhould never be thus afflided : the mod vio- 
lent wind fhakes not mountains. 

Dujhm. When I refied on the fituation of your 
friend Sacontala, w^ho mud now be greatly affected 
by my' defertion of her, I am without comfort. — = 
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She made an attempt to follow the Brahmens and 
the matron: Stay, faid the fage’s pupil, who was 
revered as the fage himfclf, Stay, faid he, with a 
loud voice. 1 hen once more fhe fixed on me, who 
had betrayed her, that celeflial face, then bedewed 
with guhiing tears; and the bare idea of her pam 
burns me like an envenomed javelin. 

MiJ). How he afflids himfelf! 1 uall) 

fympathi/e with him, 

Mdilh, Surely fome inhabitant of the heavens 
muft have wafted her to his manfion. 

DnJ} m. No, what male divinity would have 
taken the pains to carry off a wile fo hrmU at- 
tached to her lord ? Mcnaca, the nv mph of Swtrga, 
gave her birth, and fome of her attendant nymphs 
have, I imagine, concealed her at the dciire of 
her mother. 

Mifr, To rcjeft Sacontala was, no 

doubt, the effet^f of a delirium, not the a 

waking man. 

Mddh, If it be thus, you will foon meet her 
a^in, 

Dujhm, Alas ! why do you think fo ? 

Mddh. Because no father and mother can long 
endure to fee theii daughter deprived of her luil- 
band. 

Dnjhm. Was it deep that impaired my memory 
Was it delufion ? Was it an errour of my judge 
ment ? Or was it the deflined rew ard of my bad 
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aftions ? Whatever it was, I am fenfible that, until 
vSacontala return to thefe arms, I Ihall be plunged 
in the abyfs of affliftion. 

MaJ!u Do not defpair: the fatal ring is itfelf an 
example that the loft may be found. — E\ ents which 
wcK' loredooined by Heaven inuft not be lamented. 

Dnjhm. '[Looljtg at his ^'he fate of this 

ring, now fallen fiom a ftation which it will not 
c.ddy regain, I may at Icaft deplore. — O gem, thou 
art r^^moved from the foft finger, beautiful wdth 
ruddy tips, on which a place had been afligned 
thee, and, minute as thou art, thy bad cjualitics 
appear tiom the fimilarity of thy puniflunent to 
mine. 

MiJ . \Ajidi. j Had It found a wa} to an) other 
liaml its lot would have been truly deplorable. 

0 Menaca, how wouldft thou be delighted with 
the con\crfation which gratifies my cars ! 

Mddh, Let me know , I pray, by what means 
the ring obtained a place on the finger of Sa- 
cbntal.i. 

Dnjhni. You fliall know, my fiicnd.- W^en 

1 was coming from the holy foreft to my capital, 
m) beloNcd, with tears in her eyes, thus addreffed 
me : “ How^ long will the fon of my lord keep me 

in his remembrance^” 

Mddh, Well ; what then ? 

Dujhm, Then, fixing this ring on her lovely fin- 
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jvcr, I thus anfwcred : “ Repeat each day one of 
“ the three fyllables engraved on this gem ; and 
“ before thou haft fjxilled the word Dufhmanta, 
one of niy noblcft officers fhall attend thee, and 
“ conduft my darling to her palace.” — Yet I for- 
got, I deferred her in my phrenfy. 

Nli/r. [^/Ijide.^ A charming interval of three 
days was fixed between their feparation and their 
meeting, which the will of Brahma rendered un- 
happy. 

Mulh. Rut how came the ring to enter, like sl 
hook, into the mouth of a carp ^ 

Dujhrr, When my beloved was lifting water to 
her head in the pool of Sachitirt’ha, the ring mutt 
have dropped unfeen. 

MddL\ It is very probable. 

M:ft. [JJide.'] Oh! it uas thcnce that the king, 
who fears nothing but injuftice, doubted the reality 
of his marriage ; but how', I wonder, could bis 
memory be connesHed with a ring ? 

Diijhm. \ am really angry with this gem. 

%/lddh, So am 1 with this ftaff, 

Dujhm. Why fo, Madhavya ? 

Mddh. Becaufe it prefumes to be ft) ftralght 
when I am fo crooked. — Impertinent ftick ! 

DuJItju [AV ntttndit g to himd\ How, O ring, 
couldft thou leave that hand adorned with foft long 
fingers, and fall into a pool decked only 'r'ith wa 
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ter lilits ^ — The anfwcr is obvious thou arf irra- 
tional — But how could 1, who was born with a 
rtafonable foul, defcrt mv only beloxcd ? 

Mifr, \_Afide,^ He anticipates my remark. 

Midh, [ ijtdi ] So, I muft wait here duiing his 
meditations, and penfh with hunger. 

Diijhm O my darling, whom I treited with dif- 
rcfpedl, and forfook without icifon, uhen will this 
tia lor, whofe heart is deeply Ih ng u th icicntint 
forrow, be once more bLlfed with a fight of thee ^ 

A Damfel enters *wi// a piAnre 

Damf, Great king, the piflure is finillud 

[// Iding It h fort hinu 

DuJIm [^Cazing on //.] \es, that is her fict , 
thoft are her heautilul eyes, thofe her lips e ribel 
lifhcd with fmiles, and furpafling the vtd luurc of 
the C ircandhu fruit her mouth feems, though 
pamte I, to fpeak, md her eounten inee t arts beams 
oi afhi^bon hkndcd with t v iiietv of melang tin s. 

M idh. Trul), my trien I, it is t pelure fvi^eet 
as love itfclf my eye glides up and down to feaft 
on ever) particle of it md it gives rne as much 
delight as li I were actually eonverliig with the 
liv mg Sacont la. 

Mijt. [ ] An exquifite p’ect of print ng ^ 

My beloved ft lend fteins to Hand belore my 

C)es. 

Dujhnu Yet the pidure is infinitely below the 
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origiHal ; and my warm fancy, by fuppl^ing its 
imperfc^lions, reprcfents, in fome .degree, the love- 
linefs of my dailing. 

Miji, flis ideas arc fuitable to his cx- 

ccfli\e lo\e and feverc penitence. 

Dnjhm, [ Alas! I rojefttd her when fhe 

lately appioaehed me, and now J do homage to 
her pidure ; like a tiaveller who ncgligcntl) paffes 
by a clear and full livulct, an<l foon aidcntl} tliiiils 
for a falfe appcaiancc of water on the fandv defeit. 

Mddh. d here aie fo man) female iigiirts on this 
canvas, chat I cannot well dilb'nguilh the lad) ‘>a- 
contala. 

Mifr, [ //..A.] The old man is ignoiant of her 
tranfeendent beaut) , hei e)es, which faftlnated 
the foul oi h’lS prince, never fparklcd, ] fuppofe, 
on Madhav)a. 

Dtjbm. Which of the figures do )ou conceive 
intended for the queen ? 

Mudh. \_E\(UTiNi ^ il'L It is flic, I ima- 

gine, who looks a little lari.'iwil , with the llring 
of her 'v eil rather loofe , the llendei ftalks of her 
arms falling hmguidl) ; a few bright dro)>s on her 
face, and fome ilo.vcrs di^pping fioin her untied 
loeks. That mult be the queen; and the reif, I 
fuppofe, are her dainfels. 

Dujbm. You juege well, but my affection re- 
quires lomcthing more in the piece. Befides, 
through fome defed in the colon ling, a tear feemt^ 



THE FATAL RING. 


119 

trickling down her cheek, which ill fuits the (late 

in which I deli red to fee her painted. [71? the 

I)u//JiL ] — 'rhe pK^ture, OChatuiica, is unfinidicd. 

Go back to the painting room and bring the 

implements of ihv art. 

Dnm(, Kind Madhaiya, hold the pi^iure while 
1 obey the king. 

No ; I will hold it. 

[//e taht f the pihlun ; mid the Dmnhl gnis out, 

Mddh. What elfe is to be painted ? 

Mij), \AftdLd\ He deli res, 1 prefume, to add all 
thofe circumftances w'hich became the iituation ot 
his bclo^ed in the hermitage. 

Dufim. In this landfcape, my friend, I wilh to 
fee reprefented the river Malini, wilh fome amo- 
rous Flamingos on its green margin ; Lrther back 
mud appear fome hilF near the mountain HinFi- 
la>a, fui rounded w ith herds of Chamaias; and in 
the foreground, a dark fpreading tree, v itl\ fome 
mantles of woven bark fuf[>endeu on its brand cs 
to le dried by the funbeams; while a pair ot black 
an elopes couch in its (Imde, an 1 the female gently 
rubs her beautiful forehead on the horn of the 
male. 

Mddh. Add what you pleafe; but, in my juige- 
ment, tlie vacant places Inould be hllcd with old 
hermits, bent, like me, towards the gioiind. 

Dujhnu [AW cittinamg to hwi,\ Oh! I had for- 
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gotten that my beloved herfelf mull have fome 
new ornaments. 

Mddh, What, I pray ? 

Mtjr, Such, no doubt, as become a dam- 

fcl bred in a foreft. 

Df'Jhvr, The artift had omitted a Sirifha flower 
with its pedum le fixed behind her luft ear, and its 
filaments wa\ ing over part of her ehcek ; and be- 
tween her breafls mull be placed a knot of delicate 
fibres, from the ftalks of water lilies, like the ra\s 
of an autumnal moon. 

Mddh, Wh^ does the queen cover pait of her 
face, as if flie was afiaid of fomething, with the 
tips of her fingers, that glow like the fiowcis of 
the Cu\ala)a? — Oh! I now percei' e an impudent 
bee, that thief of odours, who feems eager to fip 
honey from the lotos of her mouth. 

Dnjhm. A bee ’ drive off the importunate infee!!:. 

Madh. T he king has fuprcmc power oxer all of- 
fenders. 

Ditjlvn. O male bee, who appioacheft the lovely 
inhabitants of a flov\eiy grove, wh) doft thou cx- 

pofe th)felf to the pain of being lejecled ? bee 

where thy female fits on a blofi'em, and, though 
thirfty, waits for thy leturn: without thee fhe will 
not tafte its neciar. 

A/;/;. \^Ajtde.\ A wild, but apt, addiefs! 

Mddh, Ihe perfidy of male bees is provcibial. 
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Dufim. Shouldft thou touch, O Ixc, 

the lip of in\ ruddy as a frclh 1 af on 

which no wind has yet breathed, a lip fiom which 
I drank fweetnefs m the banquet ct lovC, thou 
fhak, by my order, be impnfomd in the center ot 
a lotos Doft thou Hill difob v me ^ 

Maih, I low c'ln he fnl to olxy, fincc you de- 
nounce fo feverc a pumnimcnt ? — yAfid , laughtn^^ ] 

— He is Hirk mid with lo\e uul aHlntum , wbilit 
I, by keep ng him company, Ih 11 be is iiiid as le 
v\ itho» t either. 

DuA tu Alter my pohu\e ujuiehon, art thou * 
ftul un no\ i d ^ 

Vj f> [ ijih ] How does exeefs of pafiion alter 
e\ en tl e v\ ife ’ 

hhial . W h) , my friend, it is onl\ \ painted bee. 

] Ch’ I pciceiye Ins inihake it 
(hows the ptrt dion oi tne art. But why dots he 
ce ntmue mufing ^ 

DujJ m What ill nature, d remark was tl at ^ — 

W hdlt Ian enjoying the tapture ol lx hoi ling her 
to \shoin mv foul is atlacixd, thou, cruel remeiu 
nriueer, telldl me tl at it is oily a pielurc. 

[ U tf 

Mift, [ 4fidi ] Suwh are the wc^s ol a iej iratid 
lovii ' He IS on ill fichs entanghd in fonow. 

rn. Why do 1 thus indulge unremitted grief ^ 

''1 hat int recurfe with my dailni*^ which d re mis 
would give, prevented by my continual inability 
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to repofe ; and my tears will not fufFer rnc to \ ievv 
her diftin6tly even in this pi(ftuie. 

Mip, His mifeiy acquits him entirely 

of having deferred her in his perfed fenfes. 

be Damfel re-enteis, 

Damf. As I was adxancing, O king, \\ ith my 
box of pencils and colours 

D/fJhm, \ntiJhljS\ W hat happened ? 

Damf, It was forcibly fei/ed by the queen Vafu- 
mati, whom her maid Pingaliea had appriled ot 
my errand ; and flie fnd : “ I will m) fell deliver 
“ the caflict to the Ton of mv lord.” 

Madh, How came you to be rele.ifed ? 

Damf, While the queen’s maid was direngagmg 
the fkirt of her mantle, w^hich had been taught b> 
the branth ot a thorny flirub, 1 Hole awav . 

Daf m. Friend IV].. Ihavva, mv great attention to 
Vefumati has made her arrogant, an 1 ihe will foon 
be here : be it )Our care to conceal the nlcluic. 

Mddh, I with V .ni would conceal it 

yourk'lf. [//<• lakes the pi^tia , and >fcs,'\ 

[.V/W.] — Jf, indeed, \ou will difentanple me from 
the net of your fecrct <ipaitm»‘nts, to whieh I am 
confined, and fuffer me to dwell on the w.dl Me- 
ghacli’handa wiiich enciichs them, 1 will hide the 
pidurc in a place whcic none lhall fee it but 
pigeons. [/A an!. 

Mifr, How honourably he keeps his 
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former engagements, though bi& luait be now fixed 
on another objed ! 

A aider tnms ^mth a I af. 
lVaid. May the king profyer’ 

Dnjl nu ardci , I lii tin u liul) hen tlic queen 
\ ifuinaM ? 

Vi a)d, 1 imt her, O king, but when file per-- 
c(i\cd thi It it in Illy hai (i, Ihe rctind. 

7’^/ot. '1 ht quti n diiunguilht". til i fhic would 
not impede my publick buhiu fs. 

M (ltd, d ht cliitf mmiilti hnds this nii ffi >e . 
I have t ircfull) ilated a tail ninth las irden 
in tbc till, and iccuiattlv commillui it to nri- 
“ ting kt the km; deign to con dwi it. ’ 

Diijhn. Gi\c me ll e leaf. 1 /\ < nJid 

> ah o ] “ Kt It preknted at tl e foot of 0 e 

king, tint a mtuhmt nmitl i>iani ruUM ij 
“ who hid txttiifnt comnunt it ha, ms loit in 
‘ i 1 ire fliipwutk he la I ii) child boin, md 
“ III left a fortunt of miin miilioi'^, wlnth be- 
long, if the king tommaiids, to tneio)al trea- 

fun • ’ [///// / n 1 ] --( h ’ how gicat a 

in.sfonune it is to dit ti n it s’ \tt with I ’ adlu 
cnee he n ud liuic had ininv wi\es. — ict an in- 
quiry be mile whetlur any one of them is preg- 
nant. 

V aid, I halt heaid that his Aif^, the daughur 
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of an excellent man, named Sacctaca, has already 
performed the ceremonies ufiial on pregnancy. 

Dujhm. d he child, though unboin, has a title 

to his father’s property. Go: bid the minilter 

make my judgement publu k. 

Ward, I obc). 

htay a while. 

Ward, [^Ret?n nwg,^^ I am here. 

DuJJwi, Whether he had ot had not left offspring, 

the eftate fhould not ha\e been forfeited. Let it 

be proclaimed, that whatever kinfman an) one of 
my fubjedfs may lofe, DuDunanta (excepting al- 
ways the cafe of forfeiture for crimes) will fuppl), 
in tender a.Te^ffion, the place of that kinfman. 

Wayd, The proclamation fliall be nnde. 

[ / /a goes out, 

[ Du fh manta confunus meditating, \ 

Ri-enftr W’arder. 

O king! the iOval decree, which proves that your 
virtues are awake after a long flumlxr, was heard 
with burfls of applaufe. 

Dupm, \P^g^ing deiply,'\ When an illuflrioiis man 
dies, alas, without an heir, his ellate goes to a 
ftranger, and fuch will be the fa.cof all the wealth 
accumulated b) the foj^s of Pur.i. 

Ward, Heaven avert the calamity ! [Goes out. 
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Dujhfn, Wo is me ! I am ftripped of all the tc- 
licity which I once enjoyed. 

Mr/}. How his heart dwells on the idea 

of his belov ed I 

DnJI^m. M) lawful wife, whom I bafely deferted, 
remains fixed in mv loul : fhe would have been the 
glory of my fa nllv, and might have produced a 
fon brilliant as the liciKic fruit of the teeming 
earth. 

Mtf). She IS not forfaken by all ; and 

foon, I trull, wi’l be thin^. 

Whit a ( Iiange has the miniller 
made in the king li) fcndiiig him that mifehievous 
leaf I Behold, lie is (Ichiged with tears. 

Pujhm. i\h me! the deparmd fouls of my an- 
cedors, who claim a fliare in the funeral cake, 
which I have n fon to offer, are apprehc nfn e of 
lofmg thcii due honour, when Huflimanta lhall be 
no m')re on earth: who then, alas, will per- 

form in our famll) thofe obfequics which the Veda 

proferibes ^ iVIv It^rcfadicns mull drink, inllcad 

of a pure lib ’turn, this flood ol t<*ars, the only 
ollciing which a man who dies childlefs can make 
t cm. SJViLpiug. 

Mifr. yAJiJ/.] Such a veil obfeurcs the king’s 
evc's, rhn Iv thinks it total daiknefs, though a 
lamp be now fbinmg brighdy. 

Danrf. Afflicd not you ’f If immoderately: our 
loul ib voting , and when foils illuftnous as himfdf 
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ihall be born of other queens, his anceftors will be 
redeemed from tlicir offences committed here below. 

Dujhnu \JVtth agv7y.^^ The race of Puru, \\hach 
has hitheito been truitful anti unblemillied, endb in 
me ; as the ri^ er Serefwati difappears in a retrion 
unworthy of her divine llream. [Ht faints, 

Damf Let the king refume confidence. — 

[A/< Inpyctls hiiv, 

Mijr, Shall I redorc him ? No; he will 

f[.>eedily be roiifed — I heard the v) mph De\a) inani 
confoling ^acontala in thefe woids: “ As the gods 
“ delight in thcii portion of facniitts, thus w dr 
“ thou foon be delighted b) the lo\e of thy hiif- 
“ band.” I go, therefore, to raife her fpiiits, and 
pleafc my friend Menaca with an account of hn 
virtues and his affe(J:dion, 

lifts nl ft and difapfiau, 

B.h* id th/ fan^, A Srahmen mud not be flain : 
fave the life of <i Biahn'>en. 

Jdujhm. Ren vug and lijiching.] Hah! was not 
that the plaintive voice of Midhav) a ? 

Damf. lie has probably been caught with the 
pidure in his Land by Pingalica and the other 
maids. 

DnJJini. Go, Chatutica, and reprove the queen 
in my name for not retraining her fhrvants. 

Damf As the king commands. [.S^v out. 

Again bihind the Junes, I am a Brahmen, and 
mud not be put to death. 
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D/^Jhm. It is manifeilly lome Biahmen in great 
danger. Hola ! who is there ? 

'7 he old Chamberlain f/iteis. 

Cham, What is the king’s plcafurc ? 

Dnjhm. Inquire why the iaint-hearted Madhav)a 
ciLk out lo pitcoiiHv. 

Cham. 1 v\iil know in an inllant. 

[//, goes out^ af/d )elu)7is Hemblmg, 

Dujhm. lb thcie ail) alarm. Pan at.') ana ? 

Chiim. Alum enough! 

Ijijhm. \\ iut eaukb thy ticmout ? — Thus do 
men tremble through age : kar fiiakes the old 
man s ko U , as the biee/e agitate'' the leaves of 
the Pippala. 

Chu'H. Ch’ deliver thy friend. 

iJnJhm. Deliver him! from wdiat ? 

d am. From diihefs and danger. 

DiijJ m. Speak more plainl). 

d a ai. '1 he wall whieh looks to all quarters ot 
the haMvens, and is named, fiom the clouds which 
cover it, MCghachhanda 

Diijhm, W hat of that ? 

Chant, From the fummit ot that wall, the pin- 
nacle of which is hardly attainable evxn bv the 
blue-necked pigeons, an evil being, invifible to 
human e)es, has vioientl) carried away the friend 
ot your chikDiood. 
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Dujhm* \Starttng ttp What* are e\en 

my fecret apartments infefted by fuj^rnatural 
agents^ — Royalty is ever fubjeded to mol ftation. 
— A king knows not even the mifchiefs which 1 is 
own negligence daily and hourly occasions — how 
then Ihould he know what path I is j'>eoj le are 
treading, and how Ihould he correct their rninncrs 
when his own are uncorrectc I ^ 

Bthifid the futiis Oh, Ik Ip* Oh, rek ik me 
1} iJ)jni \^LiJ}efn ^ and ad an } g | h ar not, rnv 

fritnd, ^car ncihin^ 

Bchifid tht fien^ Not t ar, w ' c i i nior ilcr 1 s 
caught me bv the n ipi ot mv neck, ukI in ii t(' 
fnip mv backbone is U \ oui 1 fnip a fn ii la k. 

Dnjhm \DaU Is ly s lou I j Holt n 
bow 

4 Warder ente>s avith tl l h gs how and y 
U a) i Here ire oui greit hero s arm^ 

[Dulhrnaiita akes his bu<w and an ai 
Behind the jienes. Here I ftand , and, tin Iting 
for thy frtlh blood, will flay thee ftiuggling as i 

t)ger fla)s a calf W heie now is th> protv^dor, 

Dudimanta, who grafps his bow to di tend the op 
prdlcd ^ 

[kf latJfulh ] The demon n i nts me w ith 
dehanec. — Staj, thou b-’k it ot monlUis — iltic 
am I, and thou fliali not long tx It — ! /’ ? gl , 
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— ^how the way, PaivaU}ana, to the (lairs 
of the teruice. 

Cha,^, 1 his way, great king! 

S^All go out hafiily, 

^he ScFNE changes to a Terr ace. 
hntct Duflimanta. 

DuJ} ,tu SJLooling round, \ Ah! the place is de- 
fcrti d. 

Bfhind thi fious. Save me, oh! fave me^ — I fee 
tlice, my fiiend, but tliou canll not difcein me, 
v»ho, like a moafe in the claws of a cat, ha\c no 
hope of life. 

Duj} m. But this arrow fliall diftinguifli thee from 
thy foe, in fpight of the magick which renders 

thee iin iliblc. Madhavya, (land firm ; and thou, 

blood- thirlly fiend, think not of dellroying him 
w ho in I love ana w ill prote(^t. — See, T thus fix a 
lhaft which fhall pierce thee, who deferveft death, 
and Biail fave a Brahmen who defenes long life, 
as the ccltllial biul lips the milk, and leaves the 
water which has been mingled with it. 

d}ai.Li iLt honxjh mg* 

Enhr Matali and Madliav) a. 

Mat, The god Indra has dellined evil demons 
to fall by thy fhafts : againfl them let thv bow be 
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drawn, and caft on thy friends eyes bright with 
affcftion. 

Dffjhm, \^AjlomJhedy hack his arms,'] Oh ! 

Matali, welcome; I greet the dri\er of Indra’s 

c ir. 

Mudh, What! this cutthroat was putting me to 
death, and thou greeted him with a kind welcome! 

Mat, O king, live long and conc^ucr! 

Hear on what errand I am difpatched by the ruler 
of the firmament. 

Dfjhm, I am humbly attenti\e. 

Mat, Inhere is a race of Danavas, the children 
of Calanemi, w^hom it is found hard to fubdue — 

Dujhm, This I ]ia\c heard already from Nared« 

Mat, The god with an bundled facrificcs, unable 
to quell that gigantick race, commiffions ibce, his 
approved friend, to aflail them in the front of bat> 
tie; as the fun with feveu deeds defpairs of o^er•' 
coming the dark legions of night, and gives wav 
to the moon, who eafily fcatters them. Mount, 
therefore, with me, the car of Tndra, and, grafp- 
ing thy bow, advance to affured \ i(flory, 

Bujhm. Such a mark of didindion from the 
prince of good genii honouis me highly; but fay- 
why you treated fo roughly my poor friend Mad- 
hav ) a. 

Mat PercciA ing that, for fomc reafon or another, 
you weic grietoully adlkded, I was defirous to 
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roufo \onr fpirits hv provoking \ou to wrath. — 
The fire bla/es when wood is thrown on it ; the 
ferpent, when provoked, darts his head againft the 
ailailant ; and a min capable of acquiring glor) , 
exerts himfelf when his courage is excited. 

Dnfljnu \^To Mcidhavya.] My friend, the com- 
mand of Divefpctir muft inllantly be obeyed : go, 
tilt ref ore, and cany the intelligence to my chief 
minilki , fqing to him in my name : “ Let thy 
wifdom fecure my people fiom danger while this 
biased bow has a dilFeicnt employment.’" 

Madh* I obey ; but wilh it could have been em- 
plo\cd without aOiftance fioin my terror. 

[//, ^OiS out. 

Mat. Afccnd, great king. 

[ l^nfli manta Matali dn'if^ 

off the cau^ 
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Dufhmanta njottb Matali jh the car nf Inclra, ft/pf'fcd 
to be above the clouds* 


Dt JJomaiita* 

I AM fenfible, O Matali, that, for having ex- 
ecuted the commiiTion which India gave me, 1 dc- 
ferved not fuch a proUifion of honouri.. 

MiU. Neither of )ou is fatisficd. You who ha^ e 
conferred fo gicar a benefit on the god of thunder, 
confidcr it as a trifiing a6f: of dcvoti(/n ; uliilli he 
reckons not all his kindnefs cc|ual to the benefit 
conferred. 

Di'Jhm* 'Fherc is no comparifon between the fer 
vice and the reward. — He fuipaffed rny warrneO 
expedation, when, before he difmifled mo, he mach^ 
me fit on half of Ms throne, thus exalting me be- 
fore all the inhabitants of the Em| > rcum ; and 
fmiling to fee Ms fon J.o anta, who Hood near him, 
ambitious of the fame honour, perfumed my bo- 
fom with effcnce of heavenly fandal wood, tin ow- 
ing over my neck a garland of flowers blown in 
paradife. 
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Mat. O king, )ou dcfcrve all imaginable rew ards 
fiom the fo^erclgn of good genii; uhoTc empyreal 
feats have twice been difentangkd fiom the thorns 
of Danu’s race; formcrl) by the claves of the man- 
lion, and lately b) thy unerring fliafts. 

DjiJhm, My virtory proceeded wholl) Irom the 
aufpices of the god, as on cartli, when fervants 
profper in great enterprifes, they owe their fuccefs 

to the magnificence of their lords. Could Aum 

difpel the fliades of night if the dv.iiy with a ihou- 
fand beams had not placed him before the car of 
day ? 

Mat. That cafe, indeed, is parallel. 

— See, O king, the full exaltation of thy 
ghirv , wliich now rines on the back of heaven! 
d'hc delighted genii have been collecting, among 
the trees of life, thofe crimfon and azuic d)es, 
with which the celcTtial damfels tinge thvir beauti- 
ful feet ; and they now' are w riting thy actions in 
verfes worth) of divine mclodv. 

Dujh n. In my tranfport, O Matali, 

after the rout of the giant*-, this wondcilul place 
ln.d cTcaped my notice. — In what j.ath of the v>inds 
aie wc now' journewmg? 

Mat. This is the way width leaiis ahmg the 
triple liver, heaven’s bilghtLiI or.iariciit, and 
caufes von luminaiies to roll in a circle with dif- 
fufed beams ; it is the courfe ol a gentle brcc/e 
vv hich fupports the floating forms of the gods ; and 
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this path was the fecond ftep of Vifhnu, when he 
confounded the proud Vali. 

Dj4jh?n* My internal foul, which afts by exterior 
organs, is filled by the fight with a channing com- 
placency. S^Loohvig at ihe — Wc are now 

pafling, I guefs, through the region of clouds. 

Mat. Whence do you form that conjc(fliire ? 

Dnjhm. '^I he car itfclf inllrutfs me that we are 
moving o^ er clouds pregnant with flmwcis; tor 
the circumference of its whteK diTperfes pellucid 
water, the hoifcs of Indri fj .irklc with lightning; 
and I now fee the warbling Clnitacas defeend from 
their nctls on the fummits of mountains. 

Mat. It is even fo ; and in another moment )ou 
will be in the country which )ou goxtrn. 

Dajhai, S^Lookwg T hroiigh the rapid, yet 

imperceptible, defoent of the htaienly Heeds, I 

now pcrcci\c the allotted Hition of men. Allo- 

niflting profped! It is }ct fo diHant frvim us, that 
the low lands appear confounded with the high 
mountain tops, the trees crvCt their brin(h> thoul- 
ders, but feern leallcfs, the riiers look like bnght 
lines, but tlwir waters vanifn; and, at this inilant, 
the globe of earth feems thrown upwards by fomc 
(lupondous power. 

Mat. [Lookpig n.vilh ri-vrrnice on the earth. \ How 
delightful is the abode of mankind ! — O king, you 
faw diltindly. 

Drijhm. Say, Matali, what mountain is that 
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\ihich, like an evening cloud, pours exhilarating 
ftrearns, and forms a golden zone between the 
weftern and eailein fcas ? 

Mat, That, O king, is the mountain of Gand- 
har\ as, named Hemaeuta: the unucifc contains 
not a more exctllent place for the fucccfsful devo- 
tion of the pious. 'Ihcre Caf)^apa, father of the 
immortalb, ruler of men, foil of Mariclii, uho 
fprang fiom the felf-c\ilknt, icfidcs with his con- 
fort Aditi, biefled in hol) retirement. 

DuJJ m, *^1 Ins occafion of at. lining 

good fortune muff not be ncglci^kd . may I ap- 
proach the divine pair, and do them complete ho- 
mage ? 

Mai, By all means. — It is an cxcclluit idea ^ — 
We are now defeended on eaith. 

Dujh/u SJVah ■vjjudir,'\ d hde chariot wheels 
yield no found , no dull rifes fiom them , and the 
defeent of the ear gave me no (hock. 

Milt. Such is tie difference, O king, between 
th> ear and that of India! 

Dijhm. Where is the holy retreit of Maiichd 

Mai, [Foiala/g,'] A little bc)ond that giove, 
vvln^rc vou fee a pious motionlefs as a pol- 

lard, holding his thick bulky hair, c id lixing his 
eyes on the folai 01 b. — Mark , hi hod) is half 
covered with a white ants cdiiiee made of laifM 
clay, the flvin of a fnake fupjlk) th ‘ ph.ee of his 
facerdotal thread, and part of it girds his loins, a 
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number of knotty plants encircle and wound his 
neck , and furrounding birds nefts almod conceal 
his fliouldcrs, 

Duj7D?n, I bow to a man of his auftcre dc o’^ion. 

Mat, \Checkwg iht uin^,"\ 1 hus far, and enough. 
— We now enter the fanclinry of him who ruks 
tlu world, and the gropes which arc uatcrcd b) 
dreams from ccl'^lhal fources. 

Dujhm, 1 his af}lum is more delightful than pa 
radiic itleif 1 could tanc> ni) fell bathing in a 
pool of ntvi:tar. 

Mat, \^ioppni^ the cat ] 1 ct the king defeend. 

Dujhm, \^J }f aJcLNiiig\ Ilou canll thou 
leave the c ir ? 

Ma , On fuch m octa lon it will remain h\cd 

wc m ly both ka\c it.- 1 his wa), cic^orious 

hero, tluj Wa). Behold the ictieat at the tiuly 

pious. 

DhJI m, I fee with equal amazement both the 
pious and their awful rctu it.- — It beecmes, indeed, 
pure fpirits to fted on bilmy air in a foreil bloom- 
ing with tiecs of Ilk , to bathe m nils dyed )-cllow 
with the golden dull of the k tos, and to fortify 
their Mrtue in the m\lleiious b\th, to meduate in 
cnes, the pebbles of which aie uiibleinifhed gems; 
and to refliam then paffions, even though nymphs 
of exquifitt beiuty froliek arounei them m this 
grove alone is ittaincd the fummit of true pety, 
tp wl ich other heimits in vam afpire. 



THE FATAL RING. 


I'm 


Mdf, In exalted minds the dcfirc of pcrfc»5t ex- 
cellence continually incrcafes. 

— d’ell me, Vriddhafacalya, in what bufinefs is the 
divine fon of Marichi now engaged ? — Wliat favtil 
thou? — Ls ho converfing with the daughter of 
Daclha, who pradiies all the virtues of a dutiful 
v\ife, and ia confulting him on ni'Jial cjueilions? — - 

Then we mud await his Icilure.. ["/y Dufli- 

manta.} Red, O king, under the (hade of this 
Afc )ca ttce, Vvhild 1 annv)unce thy arrival to the 
falh'‘r ol Indra. 

Dvjhrn, As you judge right. [Matali onc^oiii, 

Dullrnanta fnU h/s a}m thtrh,^ Wliy, O 

m) arm, dod iIkm Hatter me with a \ain omen? — 
Mv former happinefs is Ldt, and mifery only re- 
mains. 

Hfhi)7l thi frn^. Be not fo redlcfs : in every 
fituation thou drowed thy had temper. 

I Lijluii’ g.\ i lah! this is no \ lace, furely, 

fot a malignant difpofiti in. Who can he thus 

rebuked ? [Lorkif/g <7vi/h . ] — I fee a cliild , 

but w ith no ehildiih countenance or drength, whom 
two female anchorites aic endeavouring to keep in 
order; while he forcioly pulK towards him, in 
rough play, a lion’s whelp with a torn mane, who 
feems jud diagged from the hah fucked nipple ot 
the lionefs ! 
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A hi (It Boy a id li> / ftnmh ALltcndtints a c djc d^ 

as d /iiihi / hj /V ^mg. 

Boj, Open ill) mouth, lion b whelp, that I may 
count th) tCK-lh. 

li)Ji A/im. Jnrii>ihlc cImIcI’ \Mi) dole thou 
torment the w dd anini ih of thib fou ul om vve 

chculh as if tlK\ wue our own olt pring ^ 

Thou feeiiurt e\en to ipoit m an^er.- \piU 
have the heimirs named tnee benadeinn i, hiKc 
thou t me 11: all ere iH u . 

Di/J^i . All’ ul at meins if th it nu It irt in 

times to this box as d he uert nn own Ion ^ 

[Mediiai — Alls’ I ha\ t no fon , aid the re- 
flection makes me onec moie fofi lieaited. 

Sicifid /Jiii/i, d he hone Is will teai thee to pieecs 
if thou rehaft not 1 tr uh Ip. 

B^). [ Oh’ I am gicitl) abaid of her 

to be flirt! [fi/ litiA I hpy as m d Jut lc ojhu 

I) ijl n . [A/i it , anaz.td.\ I lit el ild e vhdnts the 
niebmcnts of heroitk \aloin, and looks likt luc 
which blues from the adduion of dr) fuel. 

di)J} uliitij. IMv btloxcd chdd, h t at libe i ty this 
])oung piiiite of wild beaflb, anei 1 will gne thee 
a prettier pla)tliirg. 

Boj, Give it firil, Where is it ^ 

[S//Ut/ i/ig out hii hand. 
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Dufim, S^Ajidi ^ gazi 7g ofi the chili' s pnhtid\ \\ hat! 
the \ery palm of his hand biars the marl s of em- 
pire, and V hiHl he thus eag' rl) c\tcnds it, (1 ou s 
Its lines of exquifite netuoik, and glovv's like a 
lotos expanded at tail) dawn, when the ruddy 
fplendour of its petds hides al! other tints in ob- 
feunt) . 

Sltcond Atttn. Mere word , m) Suiiiti, will not 
picif) him. — Go, 1 pr ' , to m\ colt igc, whcie 
dual wilt find a plwtling nule lor the heimit’s 
child, Santaia: it is a peacock of cat then waie 
punted with rich colours. 

Fi jl Lit, I »v ill biii g It fpt tdil) . 

fS/i ( r,‘. 

Bn, T.i the mean time I v ill j 1 1 ) with the 
;^oung lim. 

StCOf J htt) , [Z< hug at 1 t/n avith a fmiL ] let 
him go, I entreat thee. 

Dujhnu I hel the nnlcieft iflcftion for 

this unmanigeablc ei ild, I s 1 — 

fwcet mull be the deb^^ t of mi turns 1 iihu , wlun 
tlK> foil tjiieir bofoirs with dull by lifting up rl tir 
playful children, who chirm ihcn with inaituulite 
piattle, and fliow the white blofloms ol their ticth, 
while they laugh innocently at i\cr) tiillmg oc- 
currence ! 

Sicond Attiii. \^BaiJiiig hi fiii^nd\ W h U ’ dofl 

thou fliow no attention to me \Lj)hiig /^/////.] 

— Arc any of the hermits near ^ Dufli- 
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manta.] — Oh! let me .cqucll )ou, ger^h' flranp-cr, 
to I'l.afc the lion's v»he]p, \\hoe<amot diic,ngage 
himfelf from tlie giafp oi this rohurt child. 

J will (.ndcavour, [ h >g ihr 

Eo) , a ui liinluig.^ — O thou, who ait the fon of a 
pious anchorite, l»ovv canil thou diflionour th) fa- 
ther, whom thy ^iltues woidd lUahi. h ip|n , by 
violating the rules of this eonfcciated f'rell ? It 
becomes a lilack fe»jeht oid\ , to i.dcil the boughs 
of a fiagiant fanchil tice. 

\lhc Pxw c t‘ ( lior;, 

^fcot d Atinu I thanh }ou, (ouilcous gucR , — 
but he is not the f n ot an anclioiln'. 

Dujhn. His at!" lions, indcvd, whi h are tonlnmi- 
ablc to his rtbullncfs, indicate <i dirfciiMit bir h : 
but my opinion atofe from the fanl:tlt\ ot tl e place 

wdiich he inhabits. ["1 <di>’ir the E-n hj the 

ha}id,\ [Ajidc,]- -0\\\ finee it give^ me fee h 

delight merely to touch tl.e hand of tins child, 
who is the hopeful felon of a fimdy imconncded 
with mine, what rapture mu I be felt b) the t irtu 
natc man from whom lic f| lanc ? 

Second A th v, \Guz mg on if u m nlu ) nah A • ] Oh 
wonderful ! 

Dnjhnu What has laiuil ' our wonder^ 

Second dthf\ 1 he aitom'-nrg lef mbiance be- 
tween the child and vou, g inde llrargci, to whom 
he bears no ulatlon. — It fu rpriA*d me alfo to fee, 
tliat althougli he lias cliildilh humours, and had nc> 
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former acqualiitaiice ui.a >ou, )^r )our VvorJa 
lia\e rcitorccl him to his iiaiuial guod temper, 

DufJ'on, bojovi,^ 

mation, if he he not the foa of a hermit, v'.haL 
then is the name of Iiis tannle ? 

S c>/./ Ihin. lie IS diltviuled iiOm Puru. 

I) J/ PI. I ihali! tl.enee, no doubt, fpringik 

his vhfj ofrio’t, j" \ av, u]hvtx,a tur hnn. 
him il iw/.] — [ lLiid.\ It Is, 1 hnju, an eihihlilhed 
ufage am mg the prmc sol Piiui’s uue, to dwell 
at tirll iii livh pahnes iPn Hues ov.d vv alb, whsie 
Thc\ protest and chtrilh tfe world, hut in the dc- 
cliiv* 0 + life to P.ls li'M iM r manfions near the 
r )c t'' '"f tenerahle tK\ , vJiWie heiniiis witli luh- 
duovl padions psa.tih andcie d(Wotion. — I wonder, 
ho'^ew^r, that tins ho\ , who ni<wes like a god, 
toi M ha c hv-^n 1 ( in of a latie nivyrtal. 

S,,upJ Ji ni. Psilahh Ilian m r, )our wonder will 
ceafe wli a )ou know ih d lus niotlier is related to 
A ceklliil n\n]ph, and hivuglit him lorth in tlie 
faeie’ t irell ol Caf\ q a. 

Diiji in. T am tianf}K)rtcd. — d his is a 

f I dh Liound of hope. [ //W. ] — Vv hat virtuous 

moiuireh to )k his exeih‘'nt n oilier by the liand ? 

Stiopj ht,u. (all’ I muil not gi\e cckbrity to 
li(t namt* of a king v ho d^l >tv\l his lawful wife. 

Dpjh > , r 4 y.J f (' liiwi.js me. Let me 

now alk t m iiaiUe ol tiu f w^r eiiiki o n»other. 
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\MLditaii}7g ,\ — But it IS agiinn; good manners to 
inquire concerning the wife of another man. 

^he hirfl: Attendant re-efittrs <xvtth a toj. 

FitJ} J ooL, ‘^cri ademana, look at the 

beaut) of tl is bud, Saconta Ln an\ am. 

Brjj, YL')oki)7g {Hg 7 0 und,\ Sacontala ! Oh, 
where IS m) bLlo\cd niotl cr ? 

[Bod^ Attendants lauoh, 
¥nft Attiii. He tenderl) lo\es his mother, and 
was deceived b) an eqiinocal phrafe, 

Suo7/d M) child, ibe mCi'nt only the 

beautiful ihape ami colours of this p( Kock, 

DuJIm. [7/;/.] Is m) ‘"avO‘tdi then liis mo- 
ther'' ()i has th.it (bai n.iiiiC been gnen to fome 

other woman ? I his coincifition n Icmbles the 

fallacious ap[Harance id v afer in a dcfcrr, which 
ends in luitcr .liiapj) >intment to the hag parched 
with thirll. 

y^j. I (hall like the peacock if it c.in run and 
fly, not elfe. [// takts it» 

1 Dji Ittim [ f rjfjkiHv ujfwd in confnfi n,^ Alas, the 
child’s amulet is not on his w rilL 

Dujhin, be not ahrmed. It vv as dropped while 
he was pla)ing with the bon. 1 fee it, and will 
put it into )our h ird. 

Both, Oh! beware of touching it. 

luiji Athn, Ah^ he has actually taken it up. 

\d[ both ga^i ^uh fw ^7 iji q?i ttuh other. 



Tlir FATAL RING. 


141 

DujI m» iltie it is, but \,h) uould you ba\c rc- 
ftiuined me from toiKbing this bright gem ^ 

Second Atun* Gicdt moiiatcli, this divine amu- 
let has a wonder! I power, and was gntn to the 
tlnld h\ the fon ot AjuMvIu, as loon a> the faered 
litcs had been performed .dter his biith : v\henever 
it fell on the gri nnd, no laiman being but the fa- 
ther or mother ut this bo) could have touched it 
i\ dnirl, 

D/d’i. What if a Oi anger had td en it? 

/C'// I"fn. it would have bceomc a llipcnt and 
wounded him. 

I) '/An. H oe ' ou that tonfcqut nee on an\ 
fimilar occalion ^ 

Jio/\ h . 

])///;. \ll iih iuinlpoud\ 1 mi\ then e . dt on 
rhe coHii letwin oi in) aidcnt d( lire. 

[ // A / 

s c'vd ' Cv>me, Sdvnta, ht us cur) the 
dcli^h lul mtdhgviue to u out 'I (, whom the haith 
duties ol a lepir.itevl wile 1 i\e lo long ap]irellt.d. 

[If I Attendants jT-v onto 

Boj. larewcll, I nvd go to m\ mothci. 

Di// lit. My d.ul ng Ion, thou wilt make her 
ha}ip\ i)\ going to her with mt. 

AV^. Duihmanta is ri) laii.a ; aiiu )ou are not 
idnd m inta. 

l)n/Pm. Ihen thv (kni.il (d me gius me delight. 
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Sac on tala inters in mounung rippaicl, njoilh her long 
hair t<wijied in a Jmgh huiidy and Jlozci/g don^mt 
hti huik, 

^ac* [Jjidc.^ Ha\ ing heard that my child s amu- 
let has proved its dnmc power, I mud either be 
ftiangely diftident of my good fortune, or tn it 
e\ent which Miliacesi piecUded has adtinlly hap- 
pv. il t i . [ A i enii 

ijiijljm, \lVith a 7n tint rf jry n) d Ah ^ 

do I fee the ineompar ible Sa^ontah el id in lordni 
weeds Her late is crniciated b) tht perfor- 

mance ci aulltre duties , one t\»ided h eb foals 
over h' r fioulder uul vvilli a iiund perleetn puie, 
fne luj ports the long ab'enee ot li r hilbanei, 
whole uni indneis e eeedcil all boi neb. 

g t u ) t Li\)g,\ js that the 
of my lord L>ie)Vii p\u with pCi itwii«.e and alll.e- 
lion ^ — If not, who i it, that fiilhes with hi toneh 
the h md of inv elnld, wliofe amulet iLould have 
pief r\ed Inin from fiuh uubpnitv 

Hfy. hi/j lij tj ih.ieonuii i. j Mothei, I ere 

IS a him^er who cabs im f »n. 

Dnjhm, Oh’ m) bell belo\<<l, I hive tieated 
tlite cruelb , but inj eiuel ) is fue eel I b) ihe 
w armell aficvtion , an i 1 luij^ lore your remem- 
brance a id forgi e ef>. 

,\ Be conhJCiit, O m) heart! 
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j U /{/.] — I fliall be mod happy when tlic king’s 

has palkd aw a), [ [/ui .] — This mufl be 

th< fon of my lord. 

/'/('// B) the ktiidncl^ of heaven, O love lied 
ot t y ft\, then {laiidLll again betoie me, whofe 
in moi\ '' .s oMaued by the gloom of fafeiiiation ; 
IS tlK i\ ’r Roiiiin at tiie Ciul ot an ttlipfc rejoins 
h 1 bdo L I n.o(m. 

S/. vk the king be. 

[ 9/6 V '0 t(a)s, 

I') u' \ I'l) d ubng, though the w ord Meioi ions 
bv. f ppKil d b) thy weeping, )ct I mull have \k- 
ti i , iiiKc 1 1 ^^ til I a;ain, though with pale lips, 
and i bt'di) imidoi nd. 

y’ •», \vliii man 1 this, nu/tlui^ 

O/r. S t t c’ ilk alk the divinity, who prclidcs 
{ u i tlic 1 )rti HL (y. 11 both. [ S/ ~i ( ^ , 

J>y > . 0 111) on!) lx loved, baiulh lioin thy 
*'nnd my ciutl dv.lvition of due. — A v i( lent 
plit'Uv o\ tpo'vuul niv foul. — Such, when the 
(hi Is sf. of iilu )i ptevads, aiL the aiJ’ltcais of the 
Ixtl intcntiOiKd IS a blind inm, when a friend 
b'lids his Ik id with a vviC.ith of flovvers, iniftakcs 
it. for a tvvi ling liiike, and foohOil) rejeds it. 

\U( fulh at }'ir ficf. 

Sac, Rifv , Hi) hufliand, (id life M) liap- 

piiufs has been long intenupted; but joy now fin - 
eccds to nfHidioii, fince the fon of my lord flill 
loves me. [Ht — How was the remcni- 
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brance of this unfortunate woman to tic 

mind of my lord s fon ^ 

Dujhm. When the dait of mikr\ Hull be wholly 
extru!:ttd from iii) bofoin, I will nil \ou all, but 
finct the anguiili of ii} foul his in part ceifed, kt 
me hrft wipe od that tear which tricl Ics from thy 
delicate eve hfli , and tins iff ce th^. ir^i of 
all the tc ns which iny ckluium lus m idc th^c the 1. 

[Ill Jitet(J(s )ut } / c\ 

^ ac SJi ipDi^ I cr tcafSy a id J it <7 lJ u :r ( ^ 
Is fug Ah ’ IS d It the fa^il iing ^ 

Dnf nu \ , bv tic fur] i i ig icco\ci) ot U 

munoi) wis uflor d. 

Sac. Its inllucncL., indeed, h is iKcn great , hn it 
has Drought back the loll coihdcncc of in I riband 
DiJJ i, I ike It then, is a I i tin 1 ]lint il 
ccnc a ^lowc] from th rcti rnin k ikin ( 1 jo , 
&u. 1 cannot again trull; it, — Let it be \ orn 1 v 
the fon ol ni) lord. 

Mat ill fi / }s, 

M If. B\ the will of henen the 1 mg h n 1 ] ly 

met his btlo^cd wife, nd feui c eoi itei e ef 
Ins liTtk fon, 

DiJIm It was b) th eonpan ol ni) fn n 1 u f 

my defire attaint a initurm But la^ , wa i t 

this fortunate c\cnt ] re\iouiiy kn j 1 to Iiid i 
Mat. [Sul W h It is imkno vn to ii e j ^ 

*— -But come . the di\ ^ne Mancha del^ re^ to fee tin f". 
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Dnjh n. Beloved, take our fon by the hand; 
aiul Ut picknt )ou both to the father ol im- 
rnort iK. 

I really am afl\amed, even m thy prefence, 
to ipi "Ouch the dvUiCj. 

Dujhm, It lb highly proper on fo happy an oc- 
( dion — Come, I entreat thee. [T h y all adoance, 

7/ ^ ar •'mdod) aavn y and Cafyapa n diftovtJed on 
a nc co? <va flvg avnh Aditi. 

C / \ d I i 2 ig to th kingd\ That, O daughter 
of DuAii, IS the hero wlo led the fqindrons ol 
< 1 ; Ibi o thv front ol bittk, a foverugn ol the 
c irth, D jll manti, by the ineaiib oi wliofe bow tl v 
thunder ooit ol India (all its work bting accom- 
pliflied) u now a mere ornanent of his heattnly 
palaec, 

Jdi» He beats in his foim all the n irks of cx- 
altv^d mijdl). 

hi a, [7y Dunimanta.] Th * parents ol th^ tuclvL 
Aviitv i>, () king, arc ga/ing on thee, as on tl uii 
own oif pring, with eyes of idevtion. — Appioa^h 
them, illuftrious pi nice. 

l)ijh?u Arc thok, O M tab, di^ dnine } air, 
fpumg from Maiichi an I PacOii Aie tliofe the 
gra id ehildu n ol Biahin i, to v\ Loin the k If v^xiilent 
give Oirth in the begiiming , wliom i dj in d mor- 
tals pronounce the louiitam of gloi app in nt in 
the lorm of twelve funs , they who produced my 
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bcnefaflor, tlie lord of a hundred facrificcs, and 
ruler of three worlds ? 

Maf, E\cn they }i>nfelf fivith 

Dufhmaiita.J — Great beings, the king Dulhmanta 
who has executed the commands of ) our fon Va- 
fa\a, falls humbU before your throne. 

Caf, Continue long to rule the world. 

Aih. Long be a warrior uhh a car unfliattercd 
in combat. 

[Sacontala <?//</ ^ 1 f f pioPintr tlunij /if. 

Caf, Daughter, ma) thy hull nd b like India! 
Ma) thy fon ubmbk’ ]a’ nia! A n\a\ h ilitm 
(whom no la'indiidun (on)l h.lt 1 fi u) It tg'nil 
in prof|xrit\ to the d nighiJ r ol ruld.u'^ 1 1 

Ah, Prcfcivc, m\ eh 11, a co.TLmt i ^h^ with 
thy lord : and mru, this bt \ , for a ' r^ u Icnf^lli rif 

years, the ornmrit <.iul ,o) of you I ( th ’ 

Now be feat d la ar us. [ 1 L 'Ji ' ' (Pnv , . 

f / k \1 . ‘ n cr /// // V ^ ; . I ol.tal i IS the 
model of c vtciiO it \vl\e , 1x1 fo 1 is dut hd ; and 
thou, O kirig, haO: tin e raie ad\ ant ixs, true 
pictv, a!)untknr wealth, and a^^t’' v' viitue. 

Dujh^a, 0 tli ine btiiv, hiting obtained the 
former objovd of my mod aident wnhes, I now 
ha\c reached the lum nit of eaithly happinefs 
through iliy fa\our, and th\ bini/on will enfure 

its permanence. lurfl appear, the flower, then 

the fruit; firil clouds arc colleclcd, then the fhower 
falls: fuch is the regular courfe of caufes and 
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ciF" 6 ^s; and thu*;, vvhen thy indulgence pr^edcd, 
felicity gviierilly foUoued. 

Mat» GruU indeed, O has been the klnd- 

nefs of the pinuLVc*! I3i dimons. 

Dujf )fu Bright foii of ivlutcln, this thy hand- 
miid ts mairied to me by the ccicmony of Gand- 
lnr\ IS, and, aftex a tim , was coiidinlricd to my 
pdace b) foiae of hei f iinil) , but my memory 
lining fiikd tlnoueh dciiiiuii, J 1 }< J h r, and 
thus CO nnuttid i (;uev( us C/h nee a^ iinil i’ e \tnc- 
rablc Canna, v I o is of thy diviiic lineage aftet- 
wards, on fcein .^ this fatd ring, I rcmunbci d iny 
lo\c a’'d my nuptials, I ut the whole tru^ubin 
Vtt fdls UK 1 ithwoider. — Mv foul was confounded 
with lirmge ignormec tint obfeured my f nfes, as 
if a 111 111 w(TC to f(c 111 clcph int m iiching Ik foic 
him, >et to douot 1 hat antm 1 it could bi., till he 
difeoitnd by the traces of his luge feet ilut it 
was an elepl ant. 

Caf. Ctaft, my fon, to ehaigc tliyfelT with m 
offeree commuted ignorantly, and, therefore, in- 
nocently.—- — ]\ow heir me 

Ditfhn, I am deioutly atl 

Cef, When the nymph Yen v.a led Saconta! i 
from the place wluie tl ; dcfcxiien )f liei hid 
afflu^ied her foul, flie brought her to the pdue of 
Aditi, and I knew, by the j ower of incduatK n 
on the Supreme Being, that thy forgetfulnc^fs of 
thy pious and lawful confort had proceeded from 
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the ijjfi^recition of Di rvafas, and ihat the charm 
\NOiiId tti iiin itt on tiie lu>r t ot th) ring. 

Duf . \ Ij My n me then is clt irtd fiom 
ml m 

iSrt’f. ]] ipp\ im T that tit Ton of mt lord, who 
now re to niits me, d«.nied me ihrou<>]i ignorance, 
and not with real toerfon. — — '^1 he terrible iinime- 
cation was learl, 1 fiijpo^i., \v] cn my tnmd was 
intent on i dirttunr o ijtct, bv nu two beloved 
friends, who, with (Xtr me atleetion, c a ice ded it 
from me to fpirc nu i slings, but idxifed meat 
pitting to Ihow the ring it in) luuhind fliould 
have forgotten me. 

C tij. [ /'? Sacont il I ] Thou irt i|| riled, 

my daughter, ot the w he le tiuth, md mult no 
lono^er refent the behitiour ot th) I ird. — lie re 
jciSted thee when his meinoiv was iinpiircd b) the 
force of a el ir n , ind when th( gloom was dif 
pelkd, hiseoujugil allcition re\i\ed, as i mirror 
whofe furfiee has been fullad, relice^ts no image , 
but cxliibits jxirtett relcmblances when its poliib 
has been icnoicd, 

7)//^ V. Such, indeed, was m) fi^-iiation. 

Cq/, My fon Duflimanta, haft thou embraced 
th\ child by Sicontala, on whofo birth 1 myfelf 
pertormed the ecu monies preferibed in the Veda? 

T)ujhm^ 1 loly Main hi, he i thcgl ir} ot m\ houfe. 

Qfil, Know teo, thit his heroiek Mrtue will 
raife him to a dominion ei. tended trom fca to fea * 
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before he has paffed the occau of mortal life, he 
(hall rule, miequalkd ill combat, this earth with 
fevcn peninfulas , and, as he now is calltd Seria-,. 
deman i, bcc lufe lie times even in eliildhood tlic 
fiereeh animals, fo, in his n|>ei }eirs, he flmll le- 
quirc the name oi B1 eieta, beeaufe he Biall fu(t4^i 
and nourifli tl e world. 

Dnf fi. A b(>\ edueaied b) the f r ot Mariehi, 
mull a|t nil the luminlt ol grtatuefs, 

aUi. Now let Sacontali, who is n ed to 1 p- 
pinels, loniev mtelhgcnee to C inn t el all theie* 
evtnts her mother Menaci is in in) 1 uiiilv , and 
knows ah th It his pilkd. 

Sa . He ^(Hdefs propofes whit i inoR aulently 
w ifli. 

CdJ Bv till 1 nei of trm prt) the whole feeiie 
will bt ^ u Cent to ’ c mm 1 i f ( mn i. 

i) J i he d ( III I 1 ^ I Hill be ill)} i cehi tl)' 
ii hg 1 ^ I iv iianiielv h a lour. 

C (t! Hie 1 h' luiu htai fun i e. 

the d( 1 H il i t s, thit Ins 1 li r el ild h s o i 
find rU u i el b) her hufhind, ii d that 1 > k 
aiv, h ipj V With tl e little \v irri 'ui who fpung fium 
them. — Hula’ \heisin vaiUig^ 

J Pui)j|J nil )S, 

I up it bting, lam hill. 

Cuy, iialfen, Ge>l i\ i, ihri ugh tl (Jllgl tar, and 
in my name ii teim the \eneiable Canna, that Sa- 
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contaU charmiiig fen b^r-^ihmaiita, 

for W was.reftor^ with hit reipeinbrance* 
on the termination of the fpell raifed by tMe angry 
Durvafas. 

F:ip, As the divinity commands. [He goes out, 
^aj. My fon, reafeend the car of Indra with 
thy confort and child, and return happy to thy 
imperial feat. 

Duftmu Be it as Marichi ordains. 

Cnf, Henceforth may the god ol the atmofphcre 
with copious rain give abundance to th\ adedion- 
ate fubjeds ; and mayft thou with frequent facri* 
fees maintain the d hundcrer’s fricndfliip! By num- 
bcrlefs interchanges of good offices between you 
both, may benefits reciprocally be conferred on the 
inhabitants of the two worlds! 

DnJ/v/1, Powciful being, I wdll he ftudious, as 
fer as 1 am able, to attain that licit). 

Ci.J, What other fatours tan I bertow on thee? 

Dujhou Can any iavours exceed thofc alicady 

bellowed ? Let c\cry king apply himfclf to the 

attainment of happincls tor his peoj'le , Itt Seief- 
wati/ the goddefs of liberal arts, be adored b) all 
readcis of the Vcdi; and ma) bit a, with an a/urd, 
igfneclc and lod locks, eternally potent and IcJf-exiH- 
ing, avcit from me the iHin of another birth in this 
pcrlfhable world, the feat of ciimcs and of punilh- 
ment. [ go out^ 


THE END. 















